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Moody’s CHRISTIAN EDUCATION-MUSIC COURSE 





There’s an increasing need for men and women trained 
in both Christian education and music. This tuition-free, 
three-year course gives you practical training in each 

« field, plus a thorough study of the Word of God. 


You learn how to teach, and how to organize and 
manage Sunday schools, vacation Bible schools, weekday 
church schools, and youth work. Emphasis is on doing. 
For instance, you make a model tabernacle, plan 
flannelgraph backgrounds, learn camp crafts, 

teach vacation Bible school in local churches, etc. 


Music training is on a conservatory level. Private 
lessons are available in piano, organ, voice, 
composition, or orchestral instruments. Musical 
organizations include the Moody Chorale, glee club, 
orchestra and oratorio chorus. Credits are 
transferable for all subjects in theory, applied 
music and music literature. 








Practical Christian work assignments give students 
opportunities to serve as choir leaders, organists, 
pianists and vocalists, as well as experience in many 
kinds of children’s and young people’s work. 





INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELISTIC 


Write today for catalog and picture book. MOODY 
Address office of Admissions, BIBLE INSTITUTE 
R ET227. 820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 








A NEW ALBUM OF GOSPEL SONGS By 


LEE CHILDS 


mezzo soprano 


Miss Childs was formerly the featured soloist on the Carnation 
Contented Hour. She also sang with Sigmund Romberg and 
Walter Houston in Broadway musicals and in operatic roles with 
the St. Louis Opera. Recently she sang and played a role with 





Ronald Coleman on the Halls of Ivy program. 


Miss Childs has been saved a little more than a year and made her debut in Gospel song in the 
Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles, in June, 1952, where she sang at each service for the week 


of special meetings conducted by Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse. 


O For a Thousand Tongues (Hayden) In the Secret of His Presence Shall | Empty Handed Be? 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness Near to the Heart of God More Like the Master 


rea Important Christmas Suggestion 


Give the Lee Childs album for CHRISTMAS—$3.94 plus tax. The records may be purchased separately— 
$1.00 plus 5 cents tax. At all Christian book stores. 


Also Current and Choice 





SONGS THAT MAKE CHRISTMAS, 
ia err meee es... 78 RPM Album $3.94 BLANK ALBUMS 


45 RPM Album $3.49 
BEVERLY SHEA—Silent Night; Sweet Little Jesus Boy TO HOLD YOUR RECORDS 


HELEN BARTH—Away in a Manger; Long, Long Ago 3 a 
record capacity.......... 

HERMAN VOSS, Organ, and DANIEL FISHER, Chimes—Hark, the Herald ey 79 cents 

Angels Sing; O Come, All Ye Faithful; It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 6 record capacity .............. $1.00 

12 record capacity............... $1.25 


THE BIRTHDAY OF A KING, 
in a beautiful album............0....000...0605 78 RPM Album $3.94 
45 RPM Album $3.49 
Christmas favorites on three records in Duets by RUTH LAWRENCE and 











AL SMITH; the King’s Carolers; and Instrumental Ensemble By mail through 
AT SAME PRICES: 
Albums by CARLTON BOOTH; Albums of the MUSICAL ARTISTS OF THE ETERNITY B o oO K SERV ICE 
CHARLES E. FULLER PROGRAM. 1716 Spruce Street 





PLBSINGLE RECORDS... dc....\.... $1.05 (tax included) Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 















PURSUIT OF GOD — 


© To spiritually hungry souls, Dr. Tozer says, 
“What God in His sovereignty may yet do on 
@ world-scale | do not claim te know; but what 
He will do for the plain man or woman who 
seeks His face | believe | do know and can 
tell others.” If you are one of the 
hungry ones, this book was meant 
for you. 

CLOTH BOUND $1.50 


by Dr A. W 




















Tozer 


THE 
DIVINE CONQUEST 


@ Only really satisfied Christians are happy 
Christians. Dr. Tozer points out that much of 
our dissatisfaction as believers stems from a 
wreng understanding of whe and what God 
really is. This book will help you rethink your 
concept of Ged and enjoy a new and wonder- 
ful intimacy with Him — an inti- 
macy which will bring to your 
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$1.50 
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HRISTIAN P usiications De 
1528 North Third St., Harrisburg, Pa. 






. Send Postal Card for FREE FOLDER 


Christitas 1952” 


Describing more than 25 
different publications of 
Music and Program materials 

* Christmas Program Builders 

* Services of Songs and Pantomimes 
* Story Cantatas for Amateur Choir 
* Bible Dramas 
* Carol Books 
Join the satisfi 
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d th ds who d on the 
Lillenas Line at Christmas 


Available also at your Christian Bookstore 


LILLENAS PUBLISHING CO. xonscs ‘city, Mo 








WE PREACH CHRIST 

Thank you for your letter. I do not feel 
that I wish to renew my subscription for 
I feel that you are too sectarian and con- 
demnatory and are missing the point of 
God’s love for all men in your intolerance 
of people who do not subscribe to your 


prejudices and rigid creedal statements. 
Your divisiveness is indicative to me of a 
very unhealthy type of religion when in 
the day the holy church throughout the 
world should be united to give tangible 
evidence of the unity found in the Lord. 

New York, N. Y. W. I. CAMPBELL 


Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess Me before men, 
him will I confess also before My Father 
which is in Heaven. But whosoever shall 
deny Me before men, him will I also deny 
before My Father which is in Heaven. 
Think not that I am come to send peace on 
earth: I came not to send peace, but a 
sword. For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daugh- 
ter against her mother, and the daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law. And a 
man’s foes shall be they of his own house- 
hold” (Mt. 10:32-36). 

And Paul wrote: “But we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, 
and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto 
them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness 













Fuu cocor STORY-O-GRAPHS 

@ The most artistic scenery backgrounds available 

@ Figures are drawn in a strong clear way 

@ Inexpensive, complete, alive, vital 

@ Telescoping aluminum tripod with flannel board 
which folds into compact roll, weight 41 Ibs. 





of God is wiser than men; and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men, For ye 
see your calling, brethren, how that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: But 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty; 
and base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no flesh 
should glory in His presence” (1 Cor. 
1:23-29). 

SEE HERE! 

What a strong beacon your messages 
are! And how glad we are that your 
experiences, insight, and scholarship serve 
to flagellate and instruct redeemed and 
unredeemed alike, so that even the arrogant 
fool if he listens must begin to dimly 
perceive the terrible greatness and holiness 
of God. Oh, we are glad for your severity 
that brushes aside banalities, grips a man 
by the shoulders, and incises “See here.” 

G. STRANDBERG 
Lincolnwood, Illinois 
A LETTER FROM A MISSION BOARD 

Last week we received renewal notices 
for ETERNITY magazine for two of our 
missionaries. I am wondering if it would 
be possible to put these two families on 
the gift subscription list? 

Thank you so much for making this 
splendid magazine available to these 
servants of the Lord who are laboring for 
Him in far off places. From time to time 
the missionaries mention how they have 
been blessed by reading the magazine and 





Write for 
free folder to: 








the book. 





W I T N E G o by Whittaker Chambers 


One of the great books of the century, the 
biography is the story of the conversion of an 
atheist to faith, a communist to democracy, ahd a 
pacifist to a warrior. 


READ IT ALL! 
sion has been serialized. For the full, uncut version, read 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Only 1/5 of this amazing confes- 


is r @ to cover in the amount of $5.00. 





Please send me a copy of “WITNESS.” Encl 
| ERE Se 





STREET 














CHRISTIAN 

5,000 ston te 2's WANTED 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 

some Scripture mottoes. Scripture calendars, 

pote cards. Good commission. for 

ree catalog and price list. 

Geo. W. Noble, The Christian Co. 

Dept. E, Pontiac Bldg., 542 S. Dearborn St. 
Chicago 5, Ill. 
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I am sure they appreciate this service 
which you give them. 
CONSERVATIVE Baptist ForEIGN 
Mission Society 

Chicago, Illinois 

Our ability to send subscriptions to these 
and other missionaries depends upon your 
generosity to our Eternity Gift Fund. 
Those who have had a part in this ministry 
will recognize the above as a letter of 
thanks for their gifts. Others who care to 
give can send their check to Eternity 
Gift Fund, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadel- 
phia 3. 


WORTH PASSING ON 

The October Anniversary number of 
ETERNITY is what I would call extra good, 
especially for those who are in need of 
something to strengthen their faith, and 
for that reason I feel it is something 
worth passing on to others. 

If you have a dozen extra copies of the 
October magazine, the Anniversary num- 
ber, send me that number, and I will pass 


them on. (Dr.) Witttam H. Crapper 


Oxford, Penna. 








William A. Mierop 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 


Speaking Engagements 


@ November 2—Bib!e Testimony 
Church, Norristown, Pa.; November 5, 6 
—Wyoming Valley Bible Conference, 
Wilkes Barre, Pa.; November 9 through 
14—Children’s Bible Mission, Elizabeth- 
ton, Tenn.; November 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 23—Wharton Baptist Church, Glen- 
side, Pa; No be 29—T q 
Youth Fellowship, Tomaqua, Pa.; No- 
vember 30—Pawling Chapel, Norris- 
town, Pa. 








Tabernacle Pictures 


MAZING SLIDES AND PIL MS TE Pe ig in & full cates. ce. Every 

series is the product of prayer, and a SOUL WINNER. S Today 

Young People sad Adults, Also Bible, Scor Gospel Se he 
ones e an ts © Bible series 4 

We Love ° to Sing ” illustrated in an ie ns Stories. 

These teaching, entertaining pictures are unique and different. Don’ t miss 

this opportunity to investigate. Price list sent air mail. Write Today! 


GOSPEL SLIDE AND FILM SERVICE, Dept. EM—P.0. Box 1143, Tacoma 1. Washington 
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THIS AMAZING . es a att iy CHRISTIAN 
STORY? 7 eZ) : BEST SELLER! 


’ He suffered prison camp cauthamen oes Was 
: condemned to death—later reprieved 
by Emperor Hirohito . . . was con- 
“ verted ... returned to his captors with 
the Gospel of love . . . Today, 
DeShazer is one of the 
most beloved missionaries 
in Japan! 
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The boys 
in service will “~ 

appreciate receiv- 
ing a copy of 
this remarkable 
book, too. 


Ath Printing ! 


DeShazer ° 


THE DOOLITTLE RAIDER 
WHO TURNED MISSIONARY 


















aie 67 authentic photos. 
200 pages . . . $2.00 at 
religious bookstores or 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 











DEEP INTO THE WORD 
WITH 


W. Rh. NEWELL 


. beloved expositor 


“STUDIES IN THE 
PENTATEUCH” 


MOODY BIBLE INST 
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by C. Hoyt Watson 


WINONA LAKE ¢« INDIANA 





Written for every earnest seeker of 
God’s truth, CLARKE’S COMMEN- 
TARY is a storehouse of sound Bible 
knowledge and deep spiritual insights 
—revealing unexpected depths of 
meaning in almost every Bible 
passage. Thoroughly established and 
tested by time and use, it is the mon- 
umental life work of a great scholar 
and preacher who knew the Scriptures 
as few men have known them—and 


At Your Bookstore 








Your Faithful Guide 


Scriptural Riches 


CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 


on the 
Entire Bible 
by ADAM CLARKE 


interpreted them with matchless, 
timeless clarity. 

For preachers, teachers, students, and 
laymen, CLARKE’S COMMENTARY 
is a faithful guide to Scriptural riches 
—a lifetime work for lifetime use. 

° Six big rewarding volumes 

@ Eight hundred pages in each volume 

@ Nearly 5,000 pages in the entire set 

@ Printed in clear type on excellent paper 
© Beautifully bound in durable buckram 


$22.50 The Set 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 














BREAKING STRAIN 


In many factories there sre great 
machines to test the break strains 
of certain materials. Thus men know 
whether a certain alloy of steel will 
take certain ton loads. The ultimate 
breaking strain is the final weight 
that may be placed on any given 
material and which will cause it to 
break. 

Shortly before he died, Kipling 
heard the phrase and was struck by 
its application to men. He wrote a 
poem—one of his last—which was 
published under the title, ‘‘The 
Song of the Breaking Strain,’’ the 
load to which men are ruthlessly 
subjected. A portion of it runs: 

The careful text-books measure 

(Let all who build beware) 

The load, the shock, the pressure 

Material can bear. . . 
But in our daily dealing 
With stone and steel, we find 
The gods have no such feeling 
Of justice toward mankind. 
To no set gauge they make us— 
For no laid course prepare— 
But presently o’ertake us 
With loads we cannot bear: 
Too merciless to bear. 

Kipling missed the heart of what 
Christian faith promises a man. If 
any man breaks under a strain, it 
is beeause he has not availed him- 
self of the power that is for him. It 
is true that a bale of cotton would 
burst apart if tons of weight were 
placed upon it. But if cotton were 
baled around a steel girder, it 
would seem to support a very great 
weight because the invisible girder 
would really be doing the job. The 
Christian has been given the Holy 
Spirit to be within him even as such 
a girder might be within a bale of 
cotton. When the Devil succeeded 
in devitalizing the word ‘‘com- 
forter’’ so that it defined a soft, 
downy coverlet, he robbed us in- 
deed. Com is ‘‘with’’ and fort is 
‘*strengthen’’ and ‘‘er’’ is the suf- 
fix of person. The ‘‘comforter’’ is 
really the ‘‘strengthenerwither.’’ It 
is not something soft and pliable but 
a ramrod down the spine of the man 
who might weaken if left to himself. 
‘‘No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man. God is 
faithful and He will not let you 
be tempted beyond your strength, 
but with the temptation will also 
provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to bear it’’ (1 Cor. 
10:13). 

Realize the wonder of this prom- 
ise. It means that there cannot be— 
CANNOT BE—a breaking strain for 
those who are in the will of the 
Lord. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father to Him be caput and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of 
Eternity, The Bible Study Hour, and The Portable Church to His everlasting glory. 





CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Send your new address with the old at least 30 days before the date of the issue with which it is to take 
effect. Address: ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
you label. The Post Office will not forward copies unless you provide extr 
pcg Be copies cannot be sent unless request is accompanied by 25¢ for cnahs tems welamented. 
Eternity, copyright 1952 by The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. No part of this magazine may be rep 
duced without permission ission. Published 15th of month preceding date. pas = SSA. utosel os 
second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, P. 
Subscription Price: $3.00 a year (twelve issues) ; sinelli-aiis aiaan’ ail ailaet aunt shaban abies 
payable to ETERNITY. Subscribers outside U.S. should remit by money order or draft on a bank in 
U.S. payable in U.S. funds. STERLING 2 AREA ONLY: Subscriptions may be sent to C.S.S.M. House, 
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5 Wigmore Street, London, W. 1, England. Subscription price: £1 a year. 
are Sion E. Stehest Os. Philadelphia, 3818 Chestnut Street; Chicago 
East Delaware Place; Los Angeles, 489 South Western Avenue; Atlanta, 1087 St. Charles Avenue. N. E 
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Revised Standard Version 


of the OLD TESTAMENT 





A Critique by OSWALD T. ALLIS 





Assistant Prof of Semitic Philology, Princeton Theological Seminary (1922-29); 
Professor of Old Testament History and Exegesis, Westminster Theological Seminary (1929-36). 


HE widely-heralded and long-expected Revised 

Standard Version of the Old Testament, com- 
pleting the RSV Bible, is now off the press and avail- 
able for examination and discussion. It has been 
highly praised by its promoters, who clearly expect 
this version to replace the AV as the Bible of Ameri- 
ean Protestantism. The extent of their expectations 
and the confidence with which they cherish them is 
indicated by the fact that they arranged for ‘‘some 
3,000’’ meetings to be held throughout the length 
and breadth of the land during the week of Sept. 28 
to Oct. 5 to celebrate the publication on Sept. 30th 
of the RSV Bible. Whether the expectations of the 
promoters will be realized is a question which only 
time will fully answer. But, 
in view of the extraordinary 
publicity which it has already 
received, it is important that 
its general character should 
be made known as widely and 
as promptly as possible. 

In dealing with any ver- 
sion of an important work, 
there are two questions which 
are of major importance. The 
first concerns the text of the 
document itself— Has the 
true text been made the basis 
of the translation? The sec- 
ond concerns the translation 
—What principles and rules 
have been observed in making 
the version ? 

I. THe Text or THE RSV 

Op TESTAMENT. 

Since RSV claims to be a 
revision of AV, the first point 
to be noted is the radical 
difference between the two 
versions as to the Text to be 
translated. It was the gen- 
erally accepted view of the 
Reformers that it is the 
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The Book of Esther written on parchment 
in a chased silver case 





Hebrew Scriptures that are authoritative. They were 
familiar with the Latin Vulgate, less familiar with 
the Greek Septuagint. Hebrew had been for centuries 
an all but unknown tongue. Origen and Jerome were 
the two Hebrew scholars among the fathers of the 
Church. So the Reformers studied Hebrew in order 
that they might make their appeal from the tradi- 
tions and even from the translations of men directly 
to what Jerome called ‘‘the Hebrew verity.’’ This 
attitude finds clear expression in the preface entitled 
‘‘The translators to the reader,’’ which is omitted in 
most copies of the AV today. There they call the 
Hebrew of the OT and the Greek of the NT ‘‘the 
two golden pipes, or rather conduits, wherethrough 
the olive branches empty 
themselves into the gold.’’ 
And they tell us: ‘‘These 
tongues therefore, the Scrip- 
tures we say in these tongues, 
we set before us to translate, 
being the tongues wherein 
God was pleased to speak to 
his Church by his Prophets 
and Apostles.’’ They point 
out that they did not think 
it too much trouble to consult 
the well-known versions, both 
ancient and modern, a state- 
ment which is borne out by 
the words of the title page 
‘‘With the former transla- 
tions diligently compared 
and revised.’’ They refer 
particularly to the LXX and 
point out that ‘‘the Seventy 
were Interpreters, they were 
not Prophets; they did many 
things well, as learned men; 
but yet as men they stumbled 
and fell, one while through 
oversight, another while 
through ignorance, yea some- 
times they may be noted to 


Teach your children the Truth of the Word 5 








add to the Original, and sometimes 
to take from it.’’ In other words 
they tested the Greek (LXX) by 
the Hebrew and found it wanting. 
The LXX it will be remembered is 
the most ancient version of the OT 
and consequently the one most often 
appealed to by the scholars. 

The attitude of the ARV is quite 
similar to that of AV. We read in 
the Preface such statements as these : 
‘On account of the extreme diffi- 
culty of correcting the Hebrew text 
by means of those (ancient) ver- 
sions, we originally decided that it 
would be better to make no refer- 
ence to them at all.’’ The reason 
given for such a radical proposal is 
quite significant. ‘‘The case is 
radically different from that of the 
New Testament, where the variant 
readings are mostly found in Greek 
manuscripts of the New Testament 
itself. The authorities referred to in 
the Old Testament are translations 
from the Hebrew; and though the 
date of these translations is more 
ancient than any extant manuscripts 
of the Hebrew Bible, yet there is 
no means of verifying with cer- 
tainty the text of these translations ; 
and one can never get beyond 
plausible conjecture in attempting 
to correct the Hebrew text by means 
of them.’’ They go on to state that 
they reduced to ‘‘about one-sixth 
the references to the ancient versions 
which appeared in the margin of 
the ERV,’’ a statement which makes 


it plain that in ERV as in ARV the 
variant readings favored by the 
versions were usually, if not uni- 
formly, placed in the footnotes, not 
inserted in the text. Consequently 
we find in the footnotes of ARV 
less than 50 references to the Ver- 
sions, only a very few of which are 
introduced into the text of the ver- 
sion. 

When we turn to RSV we find that 
the situation is quite different. The 
references to the versions are far 
more numerous than in ERV or 
ARV, and these various readings, 
are usually, if not uniformly intro- 
duced into the text. We also find 
that there are numerous instances 
where the abbreviation ‘‘en’’ ap- 
pears in the margin. This refers to 
conjectural changes which are made 
in the text, ‘‘reconstructions’’ for 
which RSV can cite support neither 
in Hebrew mss. nor vers. Further- 
more there are, despite the assertion 
of the preface to the contrary, pas- 
sages apparently many of them 
where the text is changed without 
any indication being given in the 
margin. 





The following abbreviations are used in this 
article: RSV The Revised Standard Version 
(1946-52) ; AV The Authorized or King James 
Version (1611) ; ERV The English Revised Ver- 
sion (1880-88); ARV The American Revised 
Version (1900); Gk The Greek Version, also 
called the Septuagint (LXX); Sam The Samar- 
itan-Hebrew text of the Pentateuch; Vg The 
Latin Vulgate; Syr The Syriac Version; Mss 
Manuscripts; Vers Versions; MT Massoretic 


Text of the Hebrew Bible; OT Old Testament ; 
NT New Testament. 








He sees our hearts willing. 





A four-year-old Californian caught the contagion of his mother's preparation to 
entertain some guests. In a letter to a friend she wrote, “Dear little fellow—he 
got out the brass polish and was polishing and singing—of course leaving white 
polish streaks all over the place—but I‘m more than willing to put up with the 
extra work to see his little heart so willing.” There is the way the Lord acts 
teward us. He has said that at the best we are unprofitable servants (Lk. 17:10). 
Nevertheless He is going to say to some, “Well done! Thou good and faithful 
servant” (Mt. 25:21). The only possible explanation of this seeming inconsistency 
is that He is watching our hearts, willing to put up with the extra trouble when 








Doctrine and living go together 


The reason for this different atti- 
tude toward the OT text is not far 
to seek. Dr. James Moffatt was a 
member of the RSV Committees 
(both OT and NT) for 14 years 
(1930-44). In 1924-25 he had pub- 
lished his version of the Old Testa- 
ment, in the Preface to which the 
statement is made that ‘‘The tra- 
ditional or ‘massoretic’ text of the 
Old Testament, though of primary 
value, is often desperately corrupt.”’ 
He held that there were passages so 
corrupt that they could not be cor- 
rected even with the help of the 
versions. So in some cases he left 
gaps. ‘‘But wherever I was satisfied 
with some correction or conjecture, 
which at least made tolerable sense, 
I preferred to adopt it. When the 
choice lay between a guess or a gap, 
I inclined to prefer the former, 
feeling that the ordinary reader, 
for whom this version is designed, 
would have a proper dislike of 
gaps.’’ That there is a ‘‘gap”’ 
amounting to a chasm between this 
attitude toward the text of the He- 
brew Bible and that which was taken 
by AV and ARV must be obvious to 
anyone. Yet it was undoubtedly 
with full knowledge of this attitude, 
an attitude shared by many or most 
so-called ‘‘higher crities,’’ that Dr. 
Moffatt was one of the first men 
chosen to serve on the RSV com- 
mittees. How clearly this attitude 
is reflected in the RSV Old Testa- 
ment will appear as we proceed. 


II. PrinciPLes GOVERNING THE 
TRANSLATION. 


Second only in importance to the 
question of the text, is the method 
of translating the text. The trans- 
lator may have a perfect copy of the 
original before him. But unless he 
gives an accurate rendering of it, 
the result will be unsatisfactory and 
may be disastrous. ‘‘Idiomatic’’ and 
‘*intelligible’’ are important fea- 
tures of a good translation. But 
the basic requirement is accuracy. 
This is the reason that both AV 
and ARV made use of italics to indi- 
eate words which were not in the 
original but were supplied to make 
an accurate translation intelligible 
to the English reader. They recog- 
nized that there were expressions 
in the Hebrew which were too 
‘“*Hebraic,’’ shall we say, to be 
readily understood by ‘‘Gentile’’ 
readers. So they used italics to indi- 
cate what they supplied to make 
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the sense clear and the diction 
pleasing. E.g., Ps. 141:5, ‘‘Let the 
righteous smite me; it shall be a 
kindness: and let him reprove me; 
it shall be an excellent oil, which 
shall not break my head: for yet my 
prayer also shall be in their calami- 
ties.’’ without the italicized words 
the verse is intelligible. But the 
italics serve the double purpose of 
making the meaning clearer and of 
indicating just what has been sup- 
plied to make it so. RSV never uses 
italics. Yet it is a far freer trans- 
lation than either AV or ARV. 

RSV aims to be an ‘‘idiomatic’’ 
version. By this is meant that it 
aims not merely to translate the 
Hebrew into idiomatic English, but 
that it does not hesitate to modern- 
ize or we might say to Americanize 
the Hebrew forms of expression. It 
inserts words, leaves out words, re- 
casts sentences, puts a modern mean- 
ing on OT words. It insists that 
many of the changes which it intro- 
duces are due to our ‘‘greatly en- 
larged’’ knowledge of the ‘‘vocabu- 
lary and grammar of Biblical 
Hebrew and Aramaic.’’ But it fails 
to make mention of the even more 
obvious fact that many, perhaps 
most, of the changes which it has 
made were known centuries ago, 
but were not introduced into AV or 
ARV simply because AV and ARV 
were governed by a radically differ- 
ent conception of the trustworthi- 
ness of the Hebrew text and of the 
way in which it should be dealt with 
by the translator. 

The average reader, when he picks 
up the RSV, will probably feel that 
it is not so very different from the 
familiar King James Version. It is 
true that much of the beauty of the 
AV has been retained. Such familiar 
passages as Pss. 23 and 103, Isa. 6 
and 40 and 53 have been changed 
comparatively little. Indeed so great 
is the similarity and so slight are 
the differences, in many familiar 
passages, that the reader may well 
wonder whether the claim is true 
that the language of the AV is so 
unfamiliar and unintelligible to the 
average American of today that a 
radical revision of AV and ARV is 
really necessary. But this general 
and superficial similarity does not 
offset and should not conceal the 
fact to which we have referred and 
which we shall now proceed to prove 
by chapter and verse, that RSV 
represents a radical departure from 
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the standard set by AV and ARV, 
that it is not merely a modern trans- 
lation but a modernist translation, 
which belongs in a class with the 
Moffatt and the so-called ‘‘ Ameri- 
ean’’ translations and not with AV 
and ARV. 


EXAMPLES. 


To discuss the entire RSV Old 
Testament and to sort and group 
systematically the examples of its 
various characteristics is of course 
impossible in a single brief article. 
We can only cite a few examples 
which will serve to establish the 
charges stated above. We begin at 
the beginning. 

Gen. 1:1. This verse has the mar- 
gin ‘‘Or When God began to create.’’ 
This rendering is possible, and can 
be traced back to Jewish scholars of 
the Middle Ages, but no support 
has been found for it in ancient 
versions. A serious objection is that 
it at least suggests the pre-existence 
of the matter out of which the 
‘‘heaven and the earth’’ were made, 
which is contrary to the consistent 
teaching of the Bible. It is to be 
noted also that the margin is inade- 
quate because it does not indicate 
how, if this rendering is to be 
adopted, vs. 1, which will then hang 
in the air, is to be connected with 
vs. 2. 


Gen. 1:2, ‘‘The earth was without 
form and void.’’ The ‘‘and’’ at the 





At the request of the editors of 
ETERNITY and of United Evangelical 
Action, Dr. Allis has prepared two 
reviews of the RSV Old Testament 
which will appear simultaneously 
or nearly so in these two publica- 
tions. While the general treatment 
is much the same, many of the 
examples cited are quite different. 
Consequently the two discussions 
are to a considerable extent supple- 
mentary the one to the other. Read- 
ers of the one article, who may 
desire more evidence than it con- 
tains as to the character of this 
version, will find much additional 
information in the other. 

Ed. 











beginning is omitted. It is also 
omitted in vss. 5, 10, 12, 18, changed 
to ‘‘so’’ in vss. 21, 27, and to ‘‘then’’ 
in vs. 26. The ‘‘and’’ is omitted be- 
cause, according to the dictum of 
Weymouth, ‘‘and’’ is used less fre- 
quently in English than in NT 
Greek (or OT Hebrew). So this 


Timidity is sin when it keeps us from witnessing 


Hebraism must be eliminated. The 
reader will find very many ‘‘and’’s 
omitted in both OT and NT; also 
many other words eliminated: e.g., 
‘‘answered’’ instead of ‘‘answered 
and said’’ (Gen. 18 :27, etc.) ; ‘‘ when 
men began to multiply’’ (Gen. 6:1) 
instead of ‘‘And it came to pass, 
when men began to multiply.’’ Such 
omissions are very frequent and are 
made at the will of the revisers. 

Gen. 4:8, ‘‘Cain said to Abel his 
brother, ‘Let us go out to the field.’ ”’ 
The note says: ‘‘Sam Gk Syr Com- 
pare Vg: Heb lacks Let us go out to 
the field.’’ This, as the margin indi- 
cates, is a very old _ variation. 
Neither AV nor ARV mentions it, 
although it was undoubtedly fa- 
miliar to both. It may be due to an 
attempt to smooth over the some- 
what abrupt transition (ef. 3:22; 
2 Chr. 1:2; 32:24). Similar inser- 
tions are: ‘‘These are the sons of 
Japheth’’ (Gen. 10:5), which is 
inserted apparently simply to make 
the genealogies of the three sons of 
Noah uniform in style; ‘‘playing 
with her son Isaac’’ (Gen. 21:9) in- 
stead of ‘‘sporting’’ (AV); ‘‘and 
the pillar Mizpeh’’ (31:49) instead 
of ‘‘and Mizpah’’; ‘‘Why have you 
stolen my silver cup’’ (44:4). Of 
these five insertions, the second is 
made without any external evidence, 
the others with more or less support 
in the versions. In the case of every 
one of them the note says ‘‘ Hebrew 
lacks.’’ Which amounts to saying 
that the Hebrew text is corrupt and 
needs to be ‘‘reconstructed’’ by 
means of the versions, or even with- 
out their help. Yet in every case the 
Hebrew is defensible and may be 
correct. The insertions are not im- 
portant in themselves; their chief 
significance lies in the fact that if 
accepted they tend to support Dr. 
Moffatt’s thesis, that the text of the 
OT is ‘‘often desperately corrupt’’ 
and is to be corrected by means of 
the versions or by conjectural 
emendation. 

In this connection it may be well 
to eall attention to a further feature 
of RSV which is not infrequently 
met with, its arbitrariness and in- 
consistency. In Ex. 12:40 we read: 
‘‘The time that the people of Israel 
dwelt in Egypt was four hundred 
and thirty years.’’ This is one of the 
few ‘‘long dates’’ in the OT. Stu- 
dents of OT history and especially 
of its chronology are accustomed 

(Continued on page 44) 








EDITORIALS 


THE RSV 


Dr. Oswald T. Allis, in his critical 
review of the RSV Old Testament 
which appears elsewhere in this 
issue (p. 5), has made it abundantly 
clear that the highly touted ‘‘ Bible’’ 
has been prepared by men who do 
not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as evangelicals believe in Him. They 
have used their position to strike at 
Him as-much as the Pharisees cried 
‘*Crucify Him.’’ This is not a mat- 
ter of conjecture, nor a wild state- 
ment by irresponsible or unscholarly 
men; this is a sober statement made 
by men highly trained in the lan- 
guages of the Bible and able to 
weigh evidence. 

Whenever the translators have 
had to choose between the authority 
of the Bible and the opinion of the 
erities they have invariably accepted 
the opinion of the critics. One of the 
most striking examples is that of 
Psalm 45:6. The King James Ver- 
sion reads, ‘‘Thy throne, O God, is 
forever and ever .. .’’ The New 
Testament quotes this directly as 
applying to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In contrasting Him with the angels 
the Holy Spirit quotes one or two 
verses which refer to these created 
beings and then continues, ‘‘But 
unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, 
O God, is forever and ever’’ (Heb. 
1:8). 

This is what the Hebrew says. 
This is what the Septuagint says. 
This is what Jerome’s Vulgate says. 
This is what every important ver- 
sion in every modern language has 
said. ‘‘Thy throne, O God, is for- 
ever and ever.’’ 

The new revisers have taken this 
verse and made it read, ‘‘Thy divine 
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throne . . .”’ It is the throne that is 
divine in the minds of these re- 
visers ; it is the Lord Jesus who sits 
on the throne who is God in the 
original languages. In the passage 
in the book of Hebrews they have 
had to follow the Greek. There it 
reads, ‘‘Thy throne, O God.’’ But 
in the Old Testament Christ is re- 
duced, a mockery is made of in- 
spiration, and the revisers are 
proven to be, not translators, but 
interpreters who have violated the 
original language in favor of their 
prejudices. 

It should be noted, in passing, 
that the publishers spent $500,000 
on the advance publicity and ar- 
ranged for thousands of meetings to 
advertise the new ‘‘Bible,’’ and that 
the meetings were held in advance 
of the sale date of the volume. In 
other words, the whole thing was 
rigged in order that there might be 
no sour note of criticism, such as 
this, to mar their serene plans. The 
ethies of the launching of the vol- 
ume conforms with the ethics of the 
translators. 

In closing, we might remind you 
that neither the divine throne nor 
the Lord Jehovah Jesus are in dan- 
ger. The condemnation of these men 
slumbereth not. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but God’s Word 
will not pass away (24:35). 


GOSSIP 


I recently had a letter from some- 
one whom I have never seen which 
delighted me very much. It was a 
letter the like of which should be 
written by many thousands of fun- 
damental Christians, and addressed 
probably to dozens of different 
leaders throughout the country. 


Portions of the letter are as follows: 


**You do not know me and the 
letter will mean nothing to you, 
but I am sure the contents will. 
During a Bible conference last 
week I was brought under deep 
conviction by the Holy Spirit be- 
cause of a spirit of criticism and 
real antagonism against you— 
for no personal reason and really 
without excuse. I have had to face 
this and repent of my attitude 
toward you as a servant of God 
and confess my sin of speaking 
against the Lord’s anointed, and 
while you know nothing of this, 
I am asking your forgiveness for 
malicious speaking and harboring 
ill-will in my heart. I have con- 
fessed this sin to the Lord and I 
know that He, according to 1 John 
1:9, has blotted out the trans- 
gression by His precious blood. 
But I knew I had to confess it 
to you likewise. 

‘*T am sure that the Holy Spirit 
will guard against such a sin in 
the future due to this confession, 
because when we humble ourselves 
we are not as likely to repeat the 
offense because of the humbling 
experience. It surely is a wonder- 
ful feeling to have this off my 
conscience and now I know I can 
‘walk in the light as He is in the 
light’ and have fellowship with 
you as one of His children. 

‘‘How we need as fundamental 
Christians to keep the channel 
clean—how quickly revival would 
come! 

‘May the Lord show you how 
deeply I regret my attitude and 
give you the grace to forgive me.”’ 


This is probably one of the most 
common sins of Christians. There 
is one definite cure for gossip and 
that is to allow the Lord to put 
Christian love in the heart. Gossip 
and love are mutually excliisive. 
Where there is gossip there ‘is no 
love and where there is love ‘there 
is no gossip. ; 

If you have been guilty of gossip 
and wish to be right with God, you 
must confess it as did this unknown 
person. If you wish to be cured of 
it so that you will not be guilty of 
it again, take the passages of Serip- 
ture which speak of Christian love— 
‘‘beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things; love never faileth.’’ Take 
also the definite command of God: 
‘*Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are 
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just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things”’ 
(Phil. 4:8). 

COMBS AND MAIL 

Sometimes the Lord makes His 
presence known by His intervention 
in the very small things of life. 
I awoke, one Sunday morning in 
June, and was feeling spiritually 
low. It was one of those mornings 
which began with a feeling like that 
expressed in the hymn 

In vain we tune our formal songs, 

In vain we strive to rise, 
Hosannas languish on our tongue 
And our devotion dies. 

I was in London, staying at the Mt. 
Royal Hotel, and I was to preach 
that morning in one of the West 
End Anglican churches,: St. Paul’s 
in Portman Square. And as the last 
straw I could not find my comb. 
There are no stores open on Sunday 
morning in London, and I did not 
want to go to church unkempt. The 
comb was not in any of my pockets, 
nor to be found around the room. 
In fact, I have never seen it since. 
But in my search I pulled the cush- 
ion out of an arm chair, and down 
in the seat I found, not my mottle 
tortoise shell comb, but a black hard 
rubber comb. I remembered that 
there were 800 rooms in that hotel 
and about 1600 arm chairs, and was 
reasonably sure that there was not 
another comb in any of them. And 
the verse that came to my mind was 
that which Jacob spoke when he 
awoke from his dream: ‘‘Surely the 
Lord is in this place and I knew 
it not’’ (Gen. 28:16). And in a 
flash my song was tuned, the hosan- 
nah came forth, and the devotion 
was kindled. 

The next day I was telling this 
story to my good friend Clarence 
Foster, the honorary secretary of 
the Keswick movement in England. 
He recounted another incident which 
also shows the Lord’s tender care 
for His children in little things. On 
the previous Friday I had given 
some important papers to his secre- 
tary to type. They were to be mailed 
to a man in London and there was 
some urgency about the matter. On 
Monday morning the secretary came 
to him somewhat disturbed that the 
girl who took care of mailing letters 
had failed to get this one into the 
post office, and there it was. Mr. 
Foster immediately sent a girl across 
London to deliver it by hand. The 
address said that it was to be de- 
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KILLING PREACHERS 


There are different ways of killing people. In France, it is even 
possible to kill a preacher by poverty. Beyond any question, the- 
most important Christian work that is being done in western Europe 
is that which is carried on under the small denomination of the 
French Evangelical Reformed Church. Approximately seventy-five 
congregations led by devoted Bible-centered men maintain a strong 
witness in the southern part of France. 

These men live under conditions of poverty which are almost 
unimaginable to Americans. Almost all of these ministers have widely 
seattered parishes with services in more than one chapel and with 
families scattered through the countryside, or two or three to a 
village of which maybe ten or twenty may be served by a single pastor. 

Early this year one of these devoted men had been able to replace 
the usual bicycle with which these men wear out their strength on 
their country roads, by a secondhand motorcycle. The machine was 
old and cumbersome. No one knows exactly what happened but the 
man was thrown and killed in the fall. Now there are two or three 
hundred parishioners without a pastor. 

If there had been enough money for this man to have had a 
small automobile, there would very possibly be one more missionary 
in France today. During the past few years your Editor has been 
able to channel a good deal of missionary money into western Europe. 
Some of the works which have been helped in the reconstruction 
period have now reached the position where they do not need as many 
funds as they did before. This year, we are able to purchase a small 
Citroen automobile for one of the pastors who has the most traveling 
to do. The automobile was brand new. It is not like anything seen in 
America. We would look upon it as a beetle. It has two cylinders and 
very few horsepower. Its maximum speed on a flat road is about 
thirty miles an hour and up a hill as little as ten or fifteen. But it 
gets there, and the cost is just under one thousand dollars. 

This is just one way in which your gifts are used to help this 
strategic missionary work. There are many other needs—food, cloth- 
ing, and other urgent necessities which face a family—here or abroad. 
Then, too, there is the continuing need of maintenance of the Theo- 
logical Seminary which year by year sends out new well-trained 
workers into a most difficult field. Next year it is our hope to provide 
two of these small cars for the pastors who need them most. To do 
this and be of assistance on other levels we shall need the continued 
support of our readers. 

It is interesting to note the unselfish way in which the recipient 
of such a gift is chosen. These seventy-five ministers know each other 
very well. And it was unanimously agreed that the President of their 
group was the man who was to receive the first car. He has it. Who 
is to get the next one? When the matter was discussed, the Commit- 
tee, every one of the members of which desperately needs transporta- 
tion, agreed that another man not present was the one who should 
be served next. His needs were the greatest. 

Next time you get into your car to go a few blocks down the 
street, think of what you have just read and of these faithful French 
pastors who, under great hardship, bicycle many miles daily to care 
for the people of their parish. And if the Lord lays it on your heart, 
send your gift to Evangelical Aid, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. We will see that you receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
and the Lord will abundantly bless you for your part in this needy 
work. 





livered to number five, Eaton Place. 
But at that number nobody had 
heard of the man to whom the letter 
was to go. The messenger telephoned 
the office and learned that the letter 
was to go to number five, Eaton 
Gate. If the letter had been mailed, 
it would not have arrived and 


God's delays are part of progress 


would have wandered about before 
being returned to the sender. But 
the failure to mail the letter over- 
ruled the mistake in the address 
and the letter was received in time. 

And we both praised God for His 
loving care over His children, even 
in small things. 








Today’s Opportunity for 
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Abe Van der Puy and the Gospel Sound Bus of HCJB 


Christian lepers who listen to HCJB 


We do not owe God anything—we owe Him everything 


World Evangelism 


‘*To the whole world their voice has 
sounded forth, and their words to 
the bounds of the earth’’ Rom. 10:18 


(wEYMOUTH) 


UCH inspired words fire the 

imagination of the alert Chris- 
wan, stir his soul to sacrifice and 
challenge his will to action! 


‘“*To the whole world’”’ 
‘*To the bounds of the earth’’ 


No farfetched hope of daydreamers, 
but rather the well-founded expec- 
tation of God’s servant—these start- 
ling centuries-old phrases, coupled 
to another, ‘‘Their voice has sounded 
forth,’’ describe what is today an 
actual, vital, practical, working 
reality,—radio broadcasting adapted 
to missionary service. 


A Prophecy Come True 


What a noble concept! What a 
thrilling hope! And, today it is a 
fact! Reaching ‘‘the regions be- 
yond’’ by radio! 

Only by missionary broadcasting 
could ‘‘a voice sound forth’’ around 
the world—literally. Only the 
Church of today could be in a posi- 
tion to bring to pass this startling 
phenomenon for the Gospel! Only 
you and I, Christian believers of 
the twentieth century, could have 
the chance to share in such a vast 
ministry for our Master, instantane- 
ously global with universal coverage 
and individual appeal. 


Among the dozen or more radio 
stations owned and operated by 
missionary societies in various coun- 
tries today, there is one, HCJB, 
‘‘The Voice of the Andes’’ in Quito, 
Ecuador, which under God had the 
honor of pioneering the field. It was 
a day of the Lord’s triumph, in- 
deed, when a small transmitter of 
200 watts power was put ‘‘on the 











air’’ in Quito for the frst time, 
Christmas Day of 1931. Since then, 
much has transpired to show God’s 
seal upon this new miracle of radio 
in foreign-field Gospel broadcasting 
and to give living substance to the 
prophetic utterance of Psalm 19:4 
which Paul quoted in Rom. 10:18. 


What a unique opportunity ! 
How has it come about? 


What is being done to exploit 
this God-given advantage? 


What are the prospects ahead? 


A Junior Missionary Method 
Comes of Age 

Missionary broadcasting is just 21 
years old, but its growth has been 
unusually rapid and extensive. 


Although backed by a 25-year 
broadcast license from the Ecua- 
dorean Government, HCJB began 
its operations on a pitifully small 
scale. The country then boasted but 
one amateur station, with no regular 
broadcast transmitters, so the people 
were not radio-minded at all. A 
careful investigation revealed only 
six radio receivers in the whole 
country—not a large beginning 
audience, but it has grown to many 
thousands on the continent! 


There were just three full-time 
workers to begin the work along 
with local missionaries. Now there 
are scores of nationals and foreigns 
on the HCJB staff. That proverbial 
plague of all ambassadors for 
Christ—the lack of sufficient funds 
—has been a constant ‘‘affliction’’; 
yet God has let this work of faith 
see its every need met. 


The mighty God who burned into 
the hearts of His servants the un- 
qualified challenge of Jeremiah 33 :3 
“*Call unto Me—I will answer’’ has 
become the daily Supporter and 

(Continued on next page) 


New power plant in the HCJB Advance 
Program Sub-station at Pito 


Buildings to house diesel plant and new 
50,000 watt transmitters 





Radio compound of “The Voice of the Andes” in Quito 


One Christian home that features HCJB programs for all the community 
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Encourager of the infant radio mis- 
sionary work. It did not die, as so 
many prophesied it would. Instead, 
it has lived and thrived to become 
a monument of His grace and faith- 
fulness in 1952. An unusual token 
of the friendly attitude of the 
Ecuadorean Government is the re- 
cent extension by them of the 
HCJB license to 1980. 


The ‘‘Master Technician’’ Set Up 
Missionary Radio 

It seems that everything about 
HCJB is a miracle; including its 
very existence in a land dominated 
by the Church of Rome for over 400 
years—even including its very loca- 
tion high in the heart of the Andes 
Mountains, nearly 10,000 ft. above 
sea level, near the equator. 


The exact place for installing 
HCJB transmitters was selected, we 
believe, by God’s direction. Before 
we began operations, the best radio 
engineering counsel obtainable was 
consulted about possible transmitter 
sites. They said in effect: ‘‘No 
mountains’’ (too many minerals 
there to deflect or absorb radio sig- 
nals); and, ‘‘No equator’’ (too 
much static and atmospheric inter- 
ference there). Not being radio 
technicians, the station founders 
had to rely much upon such expert 
advice in laying their plans. Guaya- 
quil, Ecuador’s chief port city, was 
therefore seriously considered as a 
station site. 


‘*But God’’—changed things. 


As in so many past historic and 
Biblical instances, counter to human 
logic, the Lord sovereignly inter- 
vened for HCJB and directed the 
steps of His children away from the 


Staff members present the famous “Back Home Hour” 


coast and up to Quito, capital of 
Heuador, right in the heart of tower- 
ing mountains and practically on 
the equator! Results of these many 
years of broadcasting the Gospel 
have proven that Quito, contrary to 
the fears and findings of early 
engineers, is now seen to be one of 
the best possible locations anywhere 
for shortwaving Gospel programs 
around the world! 


Electronic science has discovered 
in recent years that, generally 
speaking, the higher up a radio 
transmitter antenna is located, the 
farther out its signal will go! Again, 
it has been found out that, because 
the equator is the place farthest 
from the magnetic poles, it is the 
best place to be near for shortwave 
transmission. God does not fail. He 
said, ‘‘I will answer!’’ For pioneer 
missionary radio He has done so in 
supernatural fashion many times— 
not only for us but also for our 
sister stations. 


Missionary Broadcasting 
Up To Date 


From then until now, the thrill- 
ing story of HCJB development can 
be stated briefly as to salient facts. 
Volumes would be needed to tell the 
daily details of victories won for us 
by the Lord. 


On the air now 21 hours daily 
(except Mondays), HCJB uses its 
four shortwave transmitters and one 
long wave station to broadcast the 
message of Christ in twelve lan- 
guages. Many more languages could 
be employed but the Station policy 
is to broadeast only in those lan- 
guages for which a sufficiently large 
number of programs can be aired 


Ours is the God who does what He promises 


weekly to assure a vital, repeated 
impact for Christ upon our listeners. 


With a field staff numbering over 
a hundred specialized workers, both 
national and foreign, ‘‘The Voice 
of the Andes’’ is a complete and 
continuous operation of missionary 
activities to ‘‘reach the regions be- 
yond by radio.’’ Letters from thou- 
sands of listeners in Ecuador as 
well as many other nations attest 
the effectiveness of this God-inspired 
microphone ministry in reaching 
and winning souls for the Saviour, 
and in strengthening isolated be- 
lievers. 


From different studios and in 
several languages simultaneous 
broadcasting goes on over HCJB. 
The Spanish language programs 
reach Ecuador and all Latin 
America. Even in Spain several 
hundred listeners are enrolled in 
our Bible Institute of the Air—the 
only church and Scripture study 
available to most of them. From a 
listener in Ecuador, our ‘‘Jeru- 
salem,’’ came this word: ‘‘The work 
of the Lord by means of radio is 
a great blessing, thanks be to God! 
My parents have a radio in San 
Gabriel and my mother accepted 
the Lord recently listening to a 
Gospel hymn on the Voice of the 
Andes.”’ 


Four Russian program periods 
are scheduled daily, and exiled Rus- 
sians find comfort and peace as one 
wrote us: ‘‘For over a year I have 
been listening to your broadcast in 
Russian and try not to miss a single 
one. In this difficult, turbulent life 
in a strange land your broadcasts 
give us spiritual support.’’ 


Through the English program, 
the long arms of radio carry the 
message of Christ to thousands in 
the British Isles, U. S. A. and Can- 
ada, New Zealand and Australia, 
and elsewhere. A listener in the 
Dutch West Indies wrote HCJB: 
““T felt greatly impressed quite a 
while ago as concerning your radio 
ministry and how in times of dis- 
couragement, weariness, and temp- 
tation your broadcast brings peace, 
comfort, and rest. I can’t think of 
any greater investment than this 


No Iron Curtain For 
Missionary Radio 
In these days when it is difficult 
in many foreign fields and impos- 
(Continued on page 43) 





ca 8 OR mew — RA 1 BS Oe ee 


noore © 





omorn 


Current Events in the light of the Bible 


FOR WHOM TO VOTE 


We have been receiving: a small stream of letters 
asking us about the coming elections. These letters 
have come from Christians who want to do the will 
of God, and who recognize their obligations as citizens, 
and who realize that there are hidden truths in the 
campaigns of the opposing parties which need to be 
brought to the surface. I have determined therefore 
to discuss the campaign, and to tell why I am going 
to vote for the candidate I have chosen to support. 

In the first place, I wish to treat the coming cam- 
paign from a purely political point of view, without 
any thought of principles which are particularly 
Christian. It can be said, from such an outlook, that 
no matter who is elected in the coming contest, the 
country is sure to profit by the change. The nation 
has never perhaps been governed by such a babe as 
Harry S Truman. Beyond question his political 
naivete, coupled with his narrow outlook which looks 
upon the world as outside of the United States, 
forty-seven states as outside Missouri, and the rest 
of Missouri as outside the Pendergast bailiwick in 
the Kansas City area, has brought us to a very low 
place in the eyes of the world. 

More and more voters are aware that the long-run 
position of the United States in the world has deteri- 
orated and is in grave danger of further deterioration, 
especially in Asia and the Middle East. The Korean 
deadlock is a symbol of the administration’s inability 
to make real headway in resolving the world crisis. 
Beyond question the policies of the present admini- 
stration have brought about the loss of a quarter of 
the population of the world to the Communist leader- 
ship. The fact that we fight China today is the direct 
responsibility of Mr. Truman, Mr. Acheson, and their 
helpers. 

Any change from this leadership must be for the 
better. It is most fortunate that the two candidates, 
General Eisenhower and Governor Stevenson are both 
men of very high caliber, tried and proven. Either 
one of them would make a good president, and 
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Americans can hold their heads higher after the little 
politician has gone back to Missouri. We believe that 
the advent of television has been one of the major 
causes for this improvement. Without TV it is more 
than possible that Taft would have been nominated 
on the Republican ticket. This would have been a 
calamity, because it is certain that he could never 
have won the election. It is my belief that Mr. Truman 
could have been persuaded to run again if Taft had 
been nominated, for he knew that any Democrat— 
any Democrat—could have beaten Taft. I recognize 
the sterling honesty of the Ohio senator, and his 
undoubted grasp of American politics, but he could 
never have carried the country. During the course of 
the spring campaigns I had the opportunity of asking 
about him in a hundred conversations throughout the 
country, and discovered everywhere that people re- 
spected him but said they would never vote for him. 

Television also played its part in the nomination 
of Stevenson. The peering cameras showed the inept- 
ness of some politicians, made the country conscious 
of political deals, and forced the politicians to accept 
a man against whom there: could be no breath of 
scandal in a political way, and a man who could hold 
the five-ring circus, which the Democratic party is, 
in smooth balance. I call the Democratic party a 
five-ring circus, because it is really five parties in one, 
held together in a coalition which illustrates the old 
saying of C. E. Warner, who wrote in 1870, ‘‘ Politics 
makes strange bedfellows.’’ The Democratic party is 
the party of the Southern white man, the labor union 
bosses, the corrupt political machines of the great 
northern and mid-western cities, the pinkish left-wing 
liberals, and the Jesuit forces of the Roman Catholic 
church. Stevenson was nominated because he was the 
least offensive to any of these branches, and the party, 
having chosen him, picked Sparkman simply because 
he was from the deep South and could be counted to 
hold that wing of the party in line. 

Both candidates are exceptionally well fitted to lead 
the nation. What one lacks the other possesses. Yet 
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we believe that in the balance between the two there 
are reasons which tip the scales in favor of one of 
them. 

Before discussing the two candidates, however, I 
wish -to present a few paragraphs from one of the 
finest political articles I have ever read. It was pub- 
lished as-an editorial in the Saturday Review of 
Literature, and was written by the editor of that 
publication, Norman Cousins. It was entitled, ‘‘Speech 
for a Presidential Candidate.’’ 

‘‘This is my first speech since I was selected to be 
the candidate of my party for the Presidency of the 
United States. 

‘*T owe it to you to tell you about my plans for this 
eampaign and about the central issue facing us in 
this election year. 

‘The first thing I want to say is that I respect my 
opponent. I believe he is motivated by high intentions. 
I cannot assume that those intentions are less high 
than my own. 

‘*T do not believe that my opponent is a Communist 
or a Fascist or that he is involved in any plot to 
subvert the Government of the American people. 
I cannot assume that his patriotism is less pure than 
my own. 

“‘T know nothing about the private life of my 
opponent. Even if I did, I do not see that such 
knowledge has any place in the campaign. 

‘*In short, I do not question the integrity, good 
faith, honesty, or sincerity of the other man who 
comes before you as candidate for the highest office 
that any free government in the world has to offer. 
We are both products of the two-party system that 
ean continue to serve the American people only if it 
earns and receives their respect. 

‘* Accordingly I have requested that my supporters 
in this campaign refrain from the mud-slinging that 
has unfortunately disfigured so much recent political 
controversy. We hold lightly the basic decency and 
intelligence of the American people if we assume 
that they are less interested in fair-minded debate 
of the issues than they are in a public competition 
to destroy character. ... 

‘*Now that this is out of the way, I want to say 
that I am sure I need not tell the American people 
that I come before them with the utmost humility. 
The crisis in which we find ourselves—a world crisis 
and a human, crisis—is so large that no man can 
pretend to have all the answers. The affairs of our 


14 Be different for God 





nation—indeed, the affairs of all 
nations and of man himself— 
have become so complicated that 
I would have to be super-human 
if I could offer you sure-fire 
solutions and answers to all the 
problems that are part of this 
vast crisis. . 

‘<The problem at its largest is 
not the state of the nation but 
the condition of man. Even be- 
fore we are members of this or 
that nation or this or that group 
we are human beings. As human beings we are con- 
fronted today with a common challenge so great as 
to dwarf by comparison the issues and problems that 
exist within the nation or between the nations.’’ 

That would indeed be a splendid introduction for 
a speech by either Eisenhower or Stevenson. It places 
before us the great fact that the real problem that 
faces the human race today is the problem of the 
human race. The problem is that which has faced 
man since the Garden of Eden and the fall of Adam. 
The matt-r has been multiplied by two and a half 
billions, and the great improvements in the means 
of intercommunication and travel have brought the 
men of the remotest spots of earth into close proximity 
with all other men. This is proved by what happened 
when some North Koreans stepped across the fortieth 
parallel in that country a couple of years ago. 

Editor Cousins goes on to explain this ‘‘problem 
at its largest.’’ ‘‘The human community of ours is 
not an organized community but it is a community 
nonetheless. We reside on the same planet. That 
planet has now become a single neighborhood. We 
have common needs, common dangers, common hopes, 
common fears. This is the central meaning of our 
times; it is what distinguishes the twentieth century 
from all previous centuries..The human family, start- 
ing as a single unit and spreading into separate lands, 
has crossed the last frontier only to create a single 
unit of itself again. Is this unit, this neighborhood, 
to become a safe and proper place for man? 


‘<The problem at its largest, then, is the problem 


of human destiny. It is the problem of a human family 
that has made the world small without making, it 
whole. We must not allow the political and ideological 
questions that absorb us and torment us to obscure 
that fact. We must not allow the pressures and ‘ten- 
sions of international unrest, which are part of the 
problem, to be viewed as the entire problem. 

“*Tt is in this spirit that I speak to you today. For 
the real issues of this campaign, it seems to me, are 
far broader and potentially far more inspiring than 
the usual issues over which we argue so mightily in a 
Presidential year. The real issues center around the 
meaning of America in the present human crisis. They 
concern our ability to understand what moral leader- 
ship and moral responsibility mean. History could 
pay the American people no greater tribute. than to 
say that both political parties came before it in this 
Presidential year vying with each other in answering 
the question: ‘How can America best. serve the ends 

(Continued on page 40) 
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By E. M. BLAIKLOCK: 


THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS 


CHAPTER IV 





PAUL SPEAKS OUT 
VERSES 1-3 
Therefore, my brothers loved and 
longed for, my joy and crown, stand 
thus in the Lord, my beloved. I ex- 
hort Euodia, I exhort Syntyche, to 
be of one mind in the Lord. Yes, 
I ask you too, my genuine yoke- 
fellow, be their helper, for they 
toiled with me along with Clemens 
and the rest of my fellow laborers 
whose names are in the book of life. 
Paul comes at last to the point. 
If the tension between Euodia and 
Syntyche is indeed the occasion of 
this splendid letter, we must revise 
our hasty estimates of Paul’s char- 
acter. At first sight he appears a 
blunt and downright personality. 
Witness him before the Sanhedrin, 
withstanding Peter, expelling Mark. 
But now see him filling three chap- 
ters with an exquisite appeal for 
Christian unity, and then suddenly 
turning with one word of appeal 
to the two delinquents. Notice, too, 
the verse in which he addresses 
them. They appear in alphabetical 
order. Neither can boast over her 
sister. He uses the verb ‘‘exhort’’ 
with both. Neither can regard her- 
self as singled out. Then, before they 
ean regain breath, he is speaking a 
word of generous praise. Compare 
also Chapter 2, verses 2 and 20, and 
see the personal exhortation linked 
to the loftiest teaching of the epistle. 
We do not know who it is whom 
Paul asks to help them. Possibly 
the elder addressed had been in- 
clined to impatience. For all his 
anxiety over the threatened faction, 
Paul calms him and says ‘‘Be their 
helper.’’ It is a model of tact, this 
management of a distant church 
dispute. 


“JOY UNSPEAKABLE” 
' VERSES 4-7 


Rejoice in the’ Lord: I will say 
again, rejoice. Let your reasonable- 
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ness be known to all men. The Lord 
is near. Cease worrying, but in 
every prayer and supplication let 
your requests be made known to 
God with thanksgwing, and the 
peace of God which passeth all 
understanding shall garrison your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 


Paul does not linger over his 
personal message to the troubled 
group in the Philippian church. 
With tact like that with which he 
had approached the delicate subject 
he leaves it, and returns with fervor 
to the theme of Christian joy. Did 
he know the story of the athlete 
who, five and a half centuries be- 
fore, had run the twenty-six miles 
from Marathon to Athens? He 
brought the news that. the Persians 
had been driven into the sea, and 
that’ Greece was. saved. As he 
dropped dead of exhaustion in the 
market place, he could gasp only 
two words, ‘‘Rejoice, we rejoice.’’ 
‘*Rejoice,’’ says Paul, and says it 
twice. He, then proceeds to those 
ethical. directions which always find 
a place..in,-his letters: The sweet 
reasonableness of the Christian must 
be evident to. all men.. The word 
implies...a:.becoming forbearance, a 
willingness to waive the strict letter 
of the law. And why should such a 
spirit mark us? Because the Lord 
is near. Paul is not necessarily speak- 
ing of the Second Advent. He is 
suggesting that the white holiness 
of Christ should be so constantly 
present to the Christian who truly 
apprehends his Master’s promise of 
unbroken fellowship, that pettiness 
will die out of his life. He will be 
no stickler for the last ounce of his 
‘‘rights.”’ The nearness of Christ 
will put earth in proportion. And 
in the light of such nearness, why 
should we worry? Let us rather 
pray. In verse 6, Paul covers the 
whole ‘meaning of prayer, ‘‘In the 
prayer of devotion, in the prayer of 
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petition, let request be accompanied 
with thanksgiving.’’ Can more be 
said? And could a more purifying 
exercise be imagined? Such practice 
is truly the highway to the peace 
which passes man’s devising, which 
lies beyond the reach of all philo- 
sophy, the peace which will hold like 
a garrison emotions and _ intellect, 
both saved and safe in Christ. 


CLEAN MINDS 

VERSES 8-9 
Finally, brothers, whatever things 
are true, whatever things are holy, 
whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are 
gracious, whatever things are well 
spoken of, whatever excellence there 
be, or fit object of praise, let these 
things be your study. What you 
have learned, accepted, heard and 
seen in me, let these things be your 
practice. And the God. of peace will 
be with you. 


' .There is little to be Said of this 
list. It is to be noted that Paul’s. 
breadth. of. mind. rejects no ex; 
cellence. .‘‘ Wherever: goodness . is. 
found,’’ he orders, ‘‘notice it, con; 
sider it, imitate it.’’ Paul ‘would 
have been the last to turn his: hear- 
ers from the good in pagan philos- 
ophy and literature. All good is of 
God. Its supreme manifestation was 
in Christ. The closing words of 
verse 8 say literally ‘‘reckon these 
things in account.’’ That is, ‘‘claim 
them as assets.’’ He knew the limita- 
tions of ethics and philosophy’ as 
they were known to the pagan world. 
He has spoken only a moment before 
of a peace which. the mind of man 
cannot reach. Paul nevertheless 
knew men and knew. God well 
enough to be sure that all good: was 
of His.Spirit wherever, it was found. 
Be. such then our treasure, be such. 
our practice. 


There is no need for God to hurry—He has all eternity 15 
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PAUL’S SECRET 
VERSES 10-13 


I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that 
at length your thoughtfulness for 
me has blossomed afresh. Indeed, in 
such a@ matter you were ever 
thoughtful, but lacked the oppor- 
tunity. It is not want of which I 
speak, for I have learned to be self- 
sufficient in whatever circumstances 
I am. I know how to live in humble 
circumstances or in abundance. I 
have been taught the mystic secret 
everywhere, and among all men, to 
eat or to be hungry, to enjoy plenty 
and bear want. I am equipped for 
everything in the One who gives me 
strength. 


Verse 10 carries the imprint of 
Paul’s vehement style. ‘‘I rejoiced,’’ 
the verse runs in a literal transla- 
tion, ‘‘that now after a long time 
you have sprung up afresh in 
thoughtfulness on my behalf.’’ 
Then, lest the Philippians imagine 
a veiled complaint over long delay, 
he hastens to assure them that he 
has ever been confident of their con- 
cern, and knew that they had no 
opportunity to minister to his physi- 
eal needs. Indeed, what were these 
needs? None. He has found the 
secret of content. He is autarkes. 
This was a favorite word of the 
Greek philosophers. Both the Stoics 
and Epicureans, who, in Paul’s day, 
divided the allegiance of the philo- 
sophie world between them, used the 
word to express their ‘‘self-suffi- 
eiency.’’ The Stoics taught that 
their ‘‘wise man’’ was indifferent 
to material things. He must domi- 
nate self, and live above circum- 
stance. The Stoic’s proud scorn for 
all that men could do to his person 
or his fortune produced many a 
story of grim endurance in the face 
of tyranny, pain, and loss. His head 
was ever unbowed, bloody though 
it be. The Epicurean found the 
same autarkeia in renunciation. He 
narrowed his ambitions, his lusts, 
and his desires. He taught the 
littleness of all the objects of men’s 
passionate strife, and the worth- 
lessness of striving. Very different 
was the basis of Paul’s ‘‘suffi- 
ciency.’’ He has ‘‘found the secret’”’ 
he says, in verse 12, using a word 
from the ritual language of the 
religious cults of his day. The ideal 
of the philosophers is found, not in 
disillusionment, nor yet in cynical 
contempt for the things of life. It 
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is found in Christ, and the faith 
which makes Him the source of all 
strength, and the giver of all good 
and perfect gifts. 


PAUL’S PRAISE 

VERSES 14-17 
Nevertheless you did well, in shar- 
ing my affliction. You know, too, 
Philippians, that when I first began 
to preach the Gospel, when I left 
Macedomia, no other church but you 
alone communicated with me in the 
matter of giving and receiving, for 
even in Thessalonica you contri- 
buted more than once to my need. 
It is not that I covet the gift, but 
I do covet the harvest that accrues 
therefrom to your account. 


““The gift,’’ as Lowell says, 
‘‘without the giver is bare.’’ 


‘“Who gives himself with his gift 
feeds three, Himself, his hunger- 
ing neighbor, and Me.’’ 


Paul again insists that money is 
not his concern, but he does regard 
the thoughtfulness of his friends as 
a mark of their growth in grace, 
and a measure of their Christian 
character. Was it that the business 
community of Philippi produced 
Christians of a more practical frame 
of mind? Christian stewardship 
should stand high in the list of 
Christian duties. 


PAUL’S RECEIPT 

VERSES 18-23 
My receipt then for all things. I am 
in plenty. I have more than enough, 
now that I have received your gift 
from Epaphroditus ‘‘a fragrance of 
sweetness, a sacrifice acceptable’’ 
well pleasing to God. And my God 
shall fulfill all your need—He is 
rich in the glory of Christ. To our 
God and Father be glory for ever 
and ever. 

Greet every true spirit in Christ. 
The brethren who are with me greet 
you. All the faithful greet you, 
especially those from Caesar’s house- 
hold 

The grace of our Lord Jesus be 
with your spirit. 

The translation suggested for 
verse 18 endeavors to bring out what 
may be a metaphor from business. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, as 
reported in the first Gospel, the 
Lord speaks of hypocrites ‘‘hav- 
ing their reward.’’ In translating 


‘‘have’’ from the Aramaic into 
Greek, Matthew uses a compound of 
the Greek for that same verb. We 
are indebted to masses of receipted 
bills found among the Egyptian 
papyri for the recovery of the com- 
mercial meaning of the expression. 
The form of a receipt was the phrase 
“*he is quit,’’ and the verb Matthew 
uses for ‘‘having their reward’’ is, 
significantly enough, this very verb. 
Matthew, in his tax-gatherer’s office 
had probably written that Greek 
word more frequently than any. 
other, and in translating the Mas- 
ter’s Sermon, he introduces it in 
irony. There is the Pharisee, an ex- 
hibitionist in religion, ‘‘quit of his 
reward.’’ He has God’s receipt in 
full. Paul uses the same word here, 
and, with a touch of humor quite 
unlike Matthew’s satire, he sends 
the Philippians a receipt with grate- 
ful thanks, and a promissory note 
drawn on the riches of God in Christ 
that all they give shall, in the glad 
fullness of time, be richly restored. 
He had nothing to give. Neither had 
the slaves from Nero’s household, 
who send their pathetic greetings, 
but God the Father is rich. The 
cattle on a thousand hills, the earth 
and its fullness, are His. 

And so the letter ends—haunt- 
ingly, with a word from the slaves 
of Caesar’s household. Who were 
they? What did they think of 
Christian joy, they who worked 
from dawn to dark in the bakeries 
on the Palatine, in the gardens 
where the Christians were to die as 
flaming torches soaked with pitch, 
who served flamingo tongues and 
sturgeon at the unspeakable ban- 
quets of the red-haired emperor, 
who felt the gleam of the narrow 
eyes in that heavy face, squinting 
through the green emerald eye- 
glass? What did they think of Chris- 
tian citizenship? Had they learned 
‘*in whatsoever state they were to 
be content?’’ They, says Paul, 
‘fespecially’’ send their greetings. 
Did Paul use the gifts from 
Philippi, not for his own comfort 
but to provide some ease for their 
hard fate, for the slaves of Caesar’s 
household? Did the coins from 
Greece provide clothing for neg- 
lected slaves in a Roman winter, 
and help in fevers of Rome’s sum- 
mer? It would be like Paul. It would 
be interesting to know what he 
meant by the word ‘‘especially.’’ 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


BIBLE PROPHECY CONFERENCE 

An International Conference on 
Bible Prophecy will be held in New 
York City, November 9th through 
the 16th, sponsored by more than 
60 evangelical Christian leaders, 
and the American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism. The conference 
meetings will be held in the Calvary 
Baptist Church on 57th Street, be- 
tween 6th and 7th Avenues. The 
Editor was scheduled to speak at 
this conference in its original pro- 
gram, but owing to an unfortunate 
duplication of engagements, was 
forced to cancel. The Editor’s New 
York Bible Class however will be 
suspended for that evening, and it 
is hoped that Christians in the 
metropolitan area or those who wish 
to spend a week of vacation in New 
York will profit by the conference. 


Hotel accommodations may be 
secured by addressing the Chairman 
of the Conference, Dr. John W. 
Bradbury, Room 913, 23 E. 26th 
Street, New York 10, New York. 
Among those who will be present 
and speaking are Dr. Wilbur Smith, 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, Dr. Wil- 
liam Culbertson, Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith, and others. 


DEATH OF FREEDOM 
Destroy religious freedom and the 
other freedoms soon die. In Colom- 
bia, South America, Protestantism 
has been persecuted, its buildings 
burned, and some of its believers 
martyred. Now it is the turn of non- 
Christian liberalism. On September 
6, the Jesuit-dominated dictatorship 
turned against the liberal news- 
papers and the same type of hood- 
lums which had destroyed Protes- 
tant churches wrecked the plants of 
two big liberal newspapers and 
burned and pillaged the homes of 
liberal political leaders. Decrees of 
complete censorship have been issued 
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and the darkness of a totalitarian 
night has descended upon the for- 
mer Republic. 


OFFICERS’ CHRISTIAN UNION BANQUET 

The Officers’ Christian Union of 
the United States of America will 
be holding its Fifth Annual Ban- 
quet the evening of November 29th 
following the Army-Navy football 
game in Philadelphia. The banquet 
will be held in Memorial Hall of 
the University of Pennsylvania 
Christian Association. Dr. Harold 
John Ockenga, pastor of the Park 
Street Church in Boston will be the 
principal speaker. 


Last year over 200 regular officers, 
cadets, midshipmen, and friends 
were in attendance. Since then the 
Union has stepped up its program 
in the Armed Forees by engaging 
the services of a full-time General 
Secretary, Captain Cleo W. Bux- 
ton, USAR. Most of Captain Bux- 
ton’s time during the past several 
months has been spent in traveling 
around the country contacting key 
Christian officers to serve groups 
wherever our Armed Forces are 
stationed. The Union has advance 
bases in Europe, Korea, Japan, and 
the Philippines, as well as in many 
other parts of the world where our 
men are now serving. 


There is a tremendous opportunity 
to serve Christ through this ministry 
to officers of our Armed Forces. 
Everyone can have a part—your 
prayers are needed. Additional in- 
formation can be obtained by writ- 
ing to Evernity. Friends of the 
Union in the Philadelphia area may 
make reservations for the banquet 
through the Erernity office. Those 
unable to come are urged to remem- 
ber this dinner in prayer. Each 
year at this banquet decisions have 
been made for Christ by young men 


preparing for leadership in our 
Armed Forces. 


THE GOSPEL ON JAPANESE RADIO 


The true Gospel is now being 
preached on the radio in Japanese 
in Japan. A layman, Harry Swan, 
was saved seveval years ago in New 
York City, entered the Bible Class 
taught by the Editor of Errerniry; 
and after two years went to Cali- 
fornia where he joined the Church 
of the Open Door in Los Angeles; 
and hearing the call of God to 
Japan, he went out entirely on his 
own. He has associated with com- 
mercial radio stations and now has 
contracts on six of these for broad- 
casts. He is not doing the preaching 
himself but has had Christian lead- 
ers in several different Japanese 
communities write the Gospel mes- 
sages which are read on the pro- 
grams. The stations carrying these 
broadcasts cover areas in which 
85% of Japan’s population is to be 
found. 


The budget for the work is ap- 
proximately $18,000 dollars a year 
and is met entirely by faith. Gifts 
sent to Erernity will be forwarded 
without deduction. Mr. Swan asks 
prayer that the door will remain 
open to the Gospel on commercial 
radio, that the needs will be met, 
that follow-up work may be carried 
through with those who write in 
response to the broadcast. 


SACRAMENTAL ORDINATION 


The House of Deputies of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, meet- 
ing in Boston, had a sharp clash 
over the question of an ordination. 
The Bishop of Massachusetts, at the 


ordination of a young candidate for 


the ministry, allowed the candi- 
date’s father, a Presbyterian mini- 
(Continued on page 38) 
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The Attitude of the Interpreter’s Bible 





ERTAINLY no labor or expense has been spared 

by the planners and and publishers of The In- 
terpreter’s Bible in their attempt to achieve the goal 
of producing a comprehensive commentary that will 
foeus the vast findings of modern scholarship on the 
meaning of the sacred page in order to bring out its 
preaching and teaching values for Christian living 
today. The appearance of Volume I (the entire series 
will comprise twelve volumes) is particularly sig- 
nificant. This installment not only contains a com- 
plete commentary on Genesis and Exodus (662 pages) 
but is of special interest and usefulness in providing 
an extensive general introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment and the Bible as a whole. Twenty-two articles 
by various scholars, comprising 436 pages, present 
pertinent background material helpful in under- 
standing the Scriptures. 

It is a source of great rejoicing that today there 
exists such a pronounced interest in the study of the 
Bible from a scholarly standpoint as to make possible 
an epochal work like The Interpreter’s Bible. It is 
also a cause for joy that there is manifested such a 
keen desire on the part of scholars to bring the latest 
discoveries of modern scholarship to bear upon the 
exposition of the sacred text. But despite the excel- 
lencies of many features of the work (and it is not 
the purpose of this article to deal with these), the 
conservative scholar and the Bible student of deep 
faith and spiritual experience will not be able to 
proceed far in Volume I without having his ardor for 
this work considerably dampened by the attitude it 
assumes toward the sacred Scriptures as the Word 
of God. Admittedly a vitally crucial point in any 
commentary, the answer to this question determines 
whether the whole work is to be sound doctrinally 
and accordingly constructive and edifying to the true 
spiritual life and growth of the Church, or unsound 
and fraught with peril to the best interests of God’s 
people. 

Moreover, doctrine cannot be divorced from prac- 
tice. Sound doctrine produces right Christian con- 
duct. Unsound doctrine can only produce unhealthy 
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Christian conduct. Since the only legitimate source of 
sound doctrine is the Bible viewed as God’s Word, 
which is the traditional Protestant position, setting 
aside the source, either in whole or in part, can only 
result in a corresponding doctrinal unsoundness, 
inevitably producing spiritual weakness, sickness, 
and death. 
BIBLICAL INERRANCY DISCARDED 


In its opening article, entitled ‘‘The Bible: Its 
Significance and Authority,’’ which is prominent not 
only by its position as first in the entire commentary 
but also by its length of almost thirty large-size pages 
with two columns to a page, Herbert H. Farmer, pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the University of Cambridge, 
sets forth what is evidently the spirit and attitude 
of the entire projected work toward the Scriptures. 
Dr. Farmer confesses that ‘‘There was a time when 

. most Christians accepted without any question 
the doctrine of the inerrancy of the scripture writ- 
ings. It was believed that God had so operated on the 
minds of the sacred writers that they did not write 
down anything which was not strictly accurate in 
every particular.’’ But now as a result of modern 
scholarship, he declares what is widely held in so- 
called scholarly circles at the present time that ‘‘This 
is no longer a tenable view’’ (p. 16). 

Instead of an inerrant, fully trustworthy revelation 
in which ‘‘no prophecy ever came by the impulse of 
man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God’’ (2 Pet. 2:21 R.S.V.), the new criticism is con- 
vineed that all Seripture, including the Gospel ac- 
counts of the life and work of Christ, ‘‘contain 
inaccuracies, inconsistencies, interpolations, omissions, 
over-statements, and so forth—in short, precisely the 
sort of thing that normal mental processes produce’”’ 
(p. 16). 

Beside these alleged evidences of errancy in the 
Seriptures, the fallacious argument is advanced that 
a ‘‘completely inerrant record could have been pro- 
duced only if God had suspended the normal proc- 
esses of memory and composition in the minds of the 
writers, and used the latter not as cooperating human 
persons, but as passive instruments like a pen”’ 
(p. 16). This mechanical view of inspiration is, of 
course, by no means necessitated to insure the inerrant 
reception and recording of God’s revealed Word. As 
a matter of fact, the Spirit of God did not set aside 


ETERNITY 





7 wee UWS 


TOWARD THE WORD OF GOD 


human factors, but so worked in and through them 
and despite them that a record infallible as to truth 
and final as to divine authority was the result. 

It is, therefore, absurd to contend that inerrancy 
of Seripture (the Gospels) would ‘‘suppose such a 
diminution of the full humanity of the evangelists’’ 
as ‘‘to deny the full historic humanity of the Saviour 
himself.’’ This charge is made on the ground that 
“to assert the full humanity of Christ is to assert the 
full humanity of all the conditions affecting human 
life under which and in the midst of which he lived’’ 
and that ‘‘among such conditions must be included 
the normal mental processes, both of those who kept 
company with him and whose memory made the writ- 
ing of the Gospels possible and of those who actually 
wrote the Gospels’’ (p. 16). 

But this argument is extremely weak, since neither 
the full humanity of Christ nor that of His followers 
is actually concerned in the doctrine of Scriptural 
inerrancy. Christ, for example, was no less a man 
because a unique, sinless man among universally 
sinful men. Neither were the evangelists one whit 
less men because wrought upon by God through the 
process of inspiration. 


AUTHORITY OF CHRIST SUBSTITUTED 


Setting aside the authority of the Scriptures, it is 
‘‘maintained that there is only one final and absolute 
authority for the faith and life of the individual 
members within it: namely, the living Christ speaking 
through the Holy Spirit’’ (p. 24). But the fallacy of 
this position is evident, for the Words spoken by our 
Lord by the Holy Spirit are of no greater authority 
than the Words any of the inspired Biblical writers 
uttered, for the same Holy Spirit indited them. In 
the case of His sinless humanity or their sinful 
humanity ‘‘no prophecy came by the impulse of men, 
but men moved by the Holy Spirit spake from God’’ 
(2 Pet. 1:21). 

But even this imagined ‘‘only one final and abso- 
lute authority’’ of our Lord is questioned, for if the 
Gospels ‘‘contain inaccuracies, inconsistencies, inter- 
polations, omissions, over-statements, and so forth— 
in short, precisely the sort of thing that normal 
mental processes produce’’ (p. 16), how can one be 
sure of anything even Christ Himself said or did? 
This question is left without an adequate answer. 
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However, since Christ, it is granted, is ‘‘the perfect 
One, the incarnate Son of God,’’ to question beliefs 
and teachings ascribed to him ‘‘can only be for one or 
both of two reasons (1) because we see that the belief 
in question is not integrally part of the saving truth 
Christ came to disclose, but is rather part of the 
mental furniture of any first-century Jew, and so 
enters into his historic humanity or (2) because we 
have good reason to think that Christ’s teaching has 
been inadequately or inaccurately reported’’ (p. 29). 

The question, however, naturally arises that if 
Christ is ‘‘the perfect One’’ how could He have an 
imperfect humanity to blame for ‘‘mental furniture 
characteristic of any first-century Jew’’? And if so, 
how was He different from other men? As an example 
of the ‘‘mental furniture of any first-century Jew’’ 
is cited ‘‘the belief held in demons and demon pos- 
session which Christ apparently shared’’ (p. 29). It 
is boldly asserted that some Christians today reject 
this belief and that they are within their rights to 
do so, provided only that they are prepared to main- 
tain the position that believing in demons and demon 
possession is not integral to ‘‘saving truth.’’ But 
what is to be done with the belief in demons found 
in the epistles (1 Tim. 4:1; 1 John 4:1, 2), and in 
the Revelation (Rev. 9:20, 21; 16:13-16), and in 
many other places in the Bible? Again, who is to 
determine what is or what is not ‘‘integral to saving 
faith’’? If men are fallen. and lost, how can they 
judge? 

Moreover, this whole unsound view of Scripture is 
largely due to failure to ‘‘rightly divide the Word 
of Truth’’ (2 Tim. 2:15) and to see that our Lord 
came not so much to teach the way of salvation 
(although He did that to a limited extent) but rather 
to provide the way of salvation by His death, burial, 
and resurrection. The full-orbed revelation of God’s 
plan of salvation indeed is not given in the Gospels 
at all but in the Pauline epistles, and those who attach 
higher authority to the words of our Lord than in- 
spired Scripture in general betray not only their 
unsound views of inspiration but their ignorance of 
God’s plan of redemption. 

RIGHT TO REJECT SOME OF THE BIBLE ASSERTED 

Again, it may be asked, if the Gospels which give 
the account of the life and teaching of our Lord are 

(Continued on page 36) 
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= us consider briefly the need for various ver- 
sions of the Bible and then examine a number 
of modern versions suggesting how the Bible student 
may best use them. 

What is a version? This term has to do with the 
translation of the Bible from the original language 
in which it was written. This term differs from that 
of ‘‘revision’’ which is a revised or corrected edition 
in the same language. One of the outstanding ver- 
sions which gained great fame was the Septuagint, 
which was the Old Testament in the Greek tongue, 
translated before the Christian era. Those of us 
familiar with the New Testament will realize how 
the Gospel spread abroad throughout the entire 
world. It was not long before the need was felt to 
enable the people to have God’s Word in their own 
language. It became the task of Christian scholarship 
to provide many versions of the Bible for the many 
different tongues, tribes, and peoples who had come 
to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The versions of the Bible fall into two classes; 
those which are literal in translation and those whieh 
are paraphrase. Both classes fill an important place 
in Bible translation. By literal translation we mean 
translating exactly, word for word, the original into 
the language of a given people, This aids one in 
determining just what a text has said. It may be, for 
example, that the English may be very cumbersome, 
yet good English grammar and syntax are sacrificed 
for loyalty to the original text. A paraphrase serves 
the opposite purpose. It endeavors to get to the mind 
of the reader in translation the very thought of the 
original text. Thus, instead of having a word for 
word translation we may have a thought to thought 
translation, expressing in the idioms of one language 
the thought forms expressed in the idioms of another. 
Though a paraphrase may be of great value it may 
become dangerous in that an interpretation may be 
substituted for a translation. 

The necessity for versions is obvious. For example, 
on the day of Pentecost many people, from different 
nations, heard the Gospel in their own tongue. Few 
of the world’s population knew Greek or Hebrew. 
Those who did had to translate for those who did not. 
Converts to Christ would desire to study His Word 
in their own tongue. They could understand the 
truth only in a language in which they were at home. 
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Through the centuries scholars, Roman Catholic 
as well as Protestant, have given themselves to the 
translation of the Bible. As a result of their efforts 
we possess essentially the Word of God as it was first 
delivered to the prophets and the apostles. As be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ we should be grateful 
to God for His Word and for the way in which He 
has seen to its preservation down through the years. 
Each age has found faithful men working on the text 
of the Word of God. History demonstrates that even 
the enemies of the Bible have moved other men to 
come to its defense. 

We would say a few words about the version we 
know best of all—the Authorized or King James. 
Though we call it the Authorized, actually it was 
never authorized after its completion. Three outstand- 
ing reasons prompted this version of the Bible. First 
the study of Greek and Hebrew had come into its 
own and the discovery of new manuscripts served as 
an impetus to the translation of the English Bible in 
the light of these new manuscripts. Theretofore, the 
various versions of the English Bible had been done 
by individual men. It was thought that if the best 
scholarship in the land could be brought together, 
men who held various opinions as to the church and 
theology, each serving as a check upon the other, an 
excellent translation would result. History has proven 
the truth of this contention. A third reason for the 
Authorized Version lay in the rapid growth of the 
English language. It may well be said that England 
was at the peak of one of its great ages in literature. 
Thus history conspired with the needs of the times 
for a good translation. 

For us today, the King James Version of the Bible 
may seem antiquated. It is true that more modern 
versions aid us in our Bible study. However, a remark 
in the preface of the Authorized Version sets its value 
for us today. ‘‘It is to be read.’’ And read it we 
should. It affords us great literature. It expresses so 
beautifully God’s matchless thoughts. No other trans- 
lation with which I am familiar expresses so wonder- 
fully the story of the Gospel as does the Authorized 
Version. Though the language be quaint to our ears 
yet it has become sacred. As you open its pages and 
read its message a holy peace comes over your soul. 
Some of our modern translations, though excellent 
for their purpose, seem almost profane in their 
handling of holy truth. 
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Two other English versions of great importance 
are the English Revised Version and the American 
Revised Version. The New Testament of the English 
revised was completed in 1881 and the Old Testament 
in 1885, the Apocrypha being completed in 1895. The 
American Revisei was completed about 1901. Every 
student of the Word of God should possess these 
editions of the Bible for they represent the best of 
our modern translations. Since new words have come 
into the language and old words have departed, these 
revised versions bring the English text up to date so 
that the modern reader knows what was in the mind 
of God when He delivered the text to ‘‘the men of 
old.’’ Too, the science of Biblical criticism has been 
developed to a high degree and these revisions have 
availed themselves of the findings of the critics. This 
fact alone demonstrates how the Word of God has 
withstood the destructive criticism of unbelief in that 
not one truth in God’s Word has been undermined. 
These texts, have several other important values also. 
Antiquated expressions have been eliminated and 
modern expressions have been: put in their place. 
This enables us to understand the meaning of the 
original with greater ease. The, scholars have sought 
to keep a uniformity in. translation, that is to say, 
instead of translating one Greek word by sixteen 
English words, they have endeavored to keep the 
same word throughout wherever possible. Attention 
has been given to the use of the various tenses of the 
verb. This enables the Bible student to see the truth 
clearly focused so that he knows just what has been 
said and just what is meant. Even prepositions and 
adverbs have been carefully selected to give the exact 
meaning of the original. One great feature of these 
editions is that the text, while retaining its verse 
divisions, has been set into paragraphs. This is a 
great aid in following the thought units of the Bible 
narrative and aids the student in keeping within 
certain areas of definite thought when expounding 
the Word of God. 

Elsewhere in Erernity (p. 5) we present comments 
upon the recent revision of the American Standard 
Version. Several years ago the New Testament re- 
vision met with heavy criticism on _ theological 
grounds. It is interesting to see how the Old Testa- 
ment Revision measures up. 

In recent years Roman Catholic scholars have done 
much work in the field of Bible translation. Much 
of their work has been the revision of the Rheims- 
Douay Version, published in 1909-1910, the New 
Testament having been completed in 1582. So many 
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Catholics were reading the earlier Protestant trans- 
lations that the church was forced to provide a text. 
of the Bible which would support Roman doctrine. 
The Rheims-Douay follows very closely the Latin 
Vulgate of St. Jerome. Though a slave to the Latin 
text it made the Catholic world Bible conscious. This 
does not mean that the church was enthusiastic about 
having its communicants read God’s Word, however. 

About one hundred and fifty years later, in 1750 
to be exact, Bishop Challoner of London published a 
revised version of the Douay. He borrowed from the 
terminology of the King James. His work was ac- 
cepted by the Roman Church and has become the 
guide in later revisions. In 1790, an Irishman by the 
name of Macmahon published in the United States 
a revision of Challoner’s work. In 1936 another 
revision of the Douay was made. Protestants will be 
interested that much of the terminology of the new 
edition has an evangelical ring. For example, 
‘*penance’’ has been changed to ‘‘repentance.’’ 

Two outstanding versions by Catholic. scholars. 
should be mentioned. One is the translation of the 
entire Bible by Ronald Knox, Catholic Chaplain at 

(Continued on page 53) P 





One of the English bishops, speaking 
at a memorial service for the late 
King George VI, said: “We have all 
looked upon him as a father. if is 
typical that we picture him most 
easily with his wife and children— 
and with his grandchildren. Even the 
photographs in the newspapers have 
shown him to us more often as @ 
father than a« ruler: more often as the center of a family 
group than as a majestic figure in robes and crown. And 
because he chose to show himself like this to us we counted 
ourselves members of his family group. When he spoke te 
us we heard a voice moved by affection. His words were not 
the formal speeches of a statesman. They were the heartfelt 
greetings of a devoted and dedicated person. Because he 
was our ruler he thought of himself as our servant.” Apply 
those words to the contrast between the majesty of Christ 
seated in Heaven before His incarnation, and the humility of 
His incarnation, when he walked about, moved with com- 
passion for us, and finally going on to become our Saviour. 
He was just as much God in His lowly compassion as He was 
in His high majesty, but because He chose to show Himself 
like this we have become members of His family through the 
new birth which He made possible for us. 
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November 1 
GOD REMEMBERED RACHEL (30:22) 

We must learn to think of the Lord as 
looking down upon the human race and 
seeing His own in the midst. And His 
work for those who are the called ac- 
cording to His purpose (Rom. 8:28) is 
always for their good. He knows just how 
much we can stand of the difficulties of 
life, and allows them to come to us in 
just the measure that will build our char- 
acter and continue the refining process 
that will make us to be conformed to the 
image of the Son of God. Living in a day 
when the motherhood of sons was the 
most important thing in the world for any 
woman (and I wonder if it should not be 
so today!), Rachel was in deepest misery 
because of her barrenness. There must 
have been a daily, almost hourly cry to 
God for help. And in His moment the 
Lord remembered her and answered her. 
LORD, REMEMBER US. 


November 2 
SEND ME AWAY... TO MY OWN PLACE 
(30:25) 

The birth of a son to his loved wife 
seems to have stirred up in Jacob a desire 
to return to the land of his birth, to the 
land of the covenant. It had been almost 
twenty years since he had fled for fear of 
Esau. His love for Rachel had been the 
tie that bound him to Laban’s household, 
and now that that love was fruitful it 
brought with it the desire to return. home. 
But this is also a fruit of growing faith. 
Jacob was well aware of the promises 
that had been made to his father and his 
grandfather, and that those promises in- 
cluded a deed to the land to which he 
wished to return. In fact, though Jacob 
did not know it yet, his own name would 
be changed to Israel, and the land would 
be called the land of Israel, down to the 
end of time. It was indeed time to be going 
home. 

LORD, KEEP US IN OUR PLACE. 


November 3 

i HAVE LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE (30:27) 
This is the reason why the Lord lets us 
have experiences. Fortunate the man who 
truly learns from them. But a close ex- 
amination of Laban’s life as revealed here 
gives us no assurance that he himself had 
any real knowledge of God. Laban seems to 
be the forerunner of the great company 
who realize the value of religion in others 
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but who do not take it for themselves. 
How many there are who belong to church 
because it is the thing to do—in some parts 
of the country at least—or because they 
think it is good for business to be seen in 
church, but who are not born again. Laban 
wanted to have Jacob near him because it 
was financially profitable. There was no 
spiritual acceptance of the Lord God of 
Jacob. It was an experience of the mind 
and the lesson learned was no deeper than 
the surface. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM MERE INTELLECTUAL 
KNOWLEDGE. 


November 4 
WHAT SHALL | GIVE THEE? (30:31) 

The true believer will never receive any 
blessing from the unbeliever. It is impos- 
sible for any good to come to us unless it 
comes from God Himself. The world may 
think that it has it in its power to help 
bless a Christian but it is not true. “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father 
of lights” (Jas. 1:17). This is a truth 
which we cannot expect the unsaved to 
learn, but which we as believers should 
know both intellectually and spiritually. 
This will mean that we know it practically, 
and we will never expect anything from 
any source but from our Heavenly Father. 
We will learn to look to Him and not to 
the apparent sources round about us. The 
world will seldom keep its promises (31:7), 
but our Lord changes not (Heb: 6:17, 18). 
And in this fact lies the foundation of our 
faith and the continuity of all supply. 
LORD, MAY WE EXPECT ONLY FROM THEE. 


November 5 
SPECKLED AND SPOTTED (30:32) 

There have been unbelievers who have 
attacked the Bible because of this story. 
They point out that there is no scientific 
evidence for pre-natal influence such as 
that which is recounted here. What they 
fail to see is that the Bible does not teach 
pre-natal influence in animals, but merely 
that Jacob acted in a certain way. He prob- 
ably believed that such things were true 
and God humored him, blessing him in 
the way which he had chosen. If God had 
wanted to do so, he could have made sheep 
bring forth calves and cows bring forth 
lambs. What God was pleased to do was 
to bless Jacob even when he acted accord- 
ing to superstition. How patient our Lord 
is with us in a thousand ways, performing 


His own good pleasure in spite of the way 
we act and think. Thus He blesses the 
ministry of men who deny eternal security, 
and of others who deny the return of His 
Son. The blessing does not confirm the 
errors. 

LORD, LET US JUDGE ALWAYS BY THE WORD. 


November 6 
SO SHALL MY RIGHTEOUSNESS ANSWER FOR 
ME (30:33) 

This is the Old Testament equivalent 
of the New Testament command, “Pro- 
vide things honest in the sight of all men” 
(Rom. 12:17). We are to remember what 
the unsaved may think, and how they may 
judge our God and our Gospel by what 
they see us do. Therefore we are to live 
in such a manner that there may be no 
suspicion whatsoever of our ways and our 
dealings with men. Jacob, in setting, forth 
a plan that would divide the flocks accord- 
ing to their color, made it evident to any- 
one with eyes that he was not takifg any 
of Jacob’s sheep. It would be impossible 
to question his honesty. His righteousness 
would be manifest in the sight of all, and 
the sheep in the pastures would testify 
by their color, the righteousness of Jacob 
their owner. 

LORD, MAY OUR WORKS SHOW THAT WE 


ARE THINE. 
November 7 


ALL THAT WAS OUR FATHER’S (31:1) 
Jealousy and greed can twist facts and 
make people deceived. As a matter of fact 
Laban had been comparatively poor when 
Jacob had arrived twenty years before. 
Jacob had been able to say to Laban, “It 
was little that you had before I came, and 
it is now increased to a multitude” (30:30). 
But ‘the increase which God had sent be- 
cause of Jacob had been accepted by 
Laban and his family as having been given 
to them by right, and there was no real 
acknowledgment on the part of the children 
that the blessing had come because of 
Jacob. True, Laban had said, “I have 
learned by experience that the Lord hath 
blessed me for thy sake” (30:27), but his 
sons now accuse him of having taken 
away all that was their father’s, even 
though Laban’s part was very great. 
LORD, KEEP US FROM JEALOUSY. 


November 8 

LABAN’S COUNTENANCE WAS NOT TOWARD 
HIM (31:2) 

The fruits of jealousy are terrible. Laban 

had become rich through the favor of God 
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bestowed upon Jacob, and yet he turned 
against him because God had given his 
son-in-law more than he had given him. 
Jealousy is the failure to acknowledge the 
right of God to bestow the grace of His 
favors according to His own sovereign 
will. God had not blessed Jacob because 
Jacob was “bless-able” nor had He with- 
held blessing from Laban because the 
latter was tricky. Both the father and the 
son-in-law were tricky customers. God 
blessed Jacob because it pleased Him to 
bless him, and it had been announced be- 
fore the baby was born—“Jacob have. I 
loved” (Rom. 9:13). Laban’s countenance 
should have been lifted with joy to God 
and gratitude toward Jacob. 
LORD, MAKE US GLAD FOR OTHERS’ BLESSING. 
November 9 
RETURN ... 1 WILL BE WITH THEE (31:3) 

Jacob now receives his marching orders 
from God. He could have announced his 
departure and gone out with the glory of 
an army with banners. But his fears make 
it impossible for him to reap the full 
measure of blessing which could have been 
his. He is going to sneak away into the 
will of God instead of going gloriously. 
How many Christians fail of the grace 
of God because of their fears? They have 
promises, but they accept them only in a 
half-hearted way. There is a vast army of 
saved people who are going to Heaven 
miserably. They are unwilling to possess 
their possessions, to act upon the promises 
which God has given. They really act as 
though God were not quite trustworthy. 
They step out on the stream of faith but 
hold to a branch on shore. 

LORD, TEACH US THAT THERE IS NO RISK IN 
FAITH. 

. November 10 
THE GOD OF MY FATHER HATH BEEN WITH 
ME (31:5) 

To acknowledge the providence and 
blessing of God in the midst of our 
troubles is the first long step to over- 
coming them. Jacob was in trouble. He 
knew what a break with Laban would cost 
for all concerned. He had been commanded 
by God to go through with that separation. 
He calls his wives to the field and sets 
forth their father’s growing jealousy. It 
must have been somewhat embarrassing, 
but it had to be done. And the best way 
to do it was to remind them immediately 
that the God of his father Isaac had been 
with him. What difference can it make 
whose countenance is against us if the 
Lord God is with us? The Lord surely 
knew the effect that human enmity would 
have upon us because He has given us so 
many reminders that His presence is more 
important than man’s enmity, and His 
smile more than man’s frown. “If God be 
for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 
8:31). 

LORD, EVER REMIND US OF THY PRESENCE. 
November 11 
YE KNOW (31:6) 

When a man is able to have his own 
family testify truly in his behalf, it is the 
best of testimony. Jacob was not appealing 
to his wives for testimony against their 
own father, but was calling on them to 
acknowledge his righteousness in all his 
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dealings with Laban. Character is what we 
are; reputation is what people think we 
are. The family is pretty likely to know 
the truth. Happy the man who is justified 
by his loved ones not on the grounds of 
their love which overlooks faults but of 
their sense of justice which is forced to 
acknowledge his righteousness. It was so 
with Jacob. There seems to be evidence of 
growth in his character since he has been 
met by the Lord at Bethel, and he is able 
to testify that he has lived honorably be- 
fore his wives and before their father. 
They were, therefore, the more ready to 
follow him in the break that was to come. 
LORD, MAY OUR LIGHT SHINE. 


November 12 
GOD SUFFERED HIM NOT TO HURT ME (31:7) 

When a child of God is in the will of 
God nothing —absolutely nothing — can 
reach him to hurt him. Everything that 
touches him must first pass through the 
will of God. The Devil was forced to 
confess that he could not touch Job be- 
cause God had made a hedge about him 
(Job 1:10). The Devil desired to sift 
Simon Peter as wheat, but when he had 
finished blowing on him, the evil winds 
had blown away nothing but the chaff, 
leaving the wheat untouched (Lk. 22:31, 
32). This is why we know that all things 
work together for our good, since we love 
the Lord and are the called according to 
His purpose (Rom. 8:28). The one who is 
in Christ has been put to death with Him, 
and his life is hid with Christ in God 
(Col. 3:3). That is why no weapon that 
is formed against us can ever prosper 
(Isa. 54:17). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU DOST 
COVER US WITH THYSELF. 

November 13 
GOD HATH TAKEN AWAY .. . GOD HATH 
GIVEN . . . (31:9) 

It is a most important lesson for us to 
learn that all that happens is the work of 
God. Throughout the Bible we discover 
that the men of God were unanimous in 
tracing all events, whether they were 
blessings or chastisements, as coming from 
God. Moses was quite right in believing 
that the Lord had allowed heavy slavery 
to fall upon His people, evilly entreating 
them (Ex. 5:22), though he was wrong 
in questioning the Lord about it. Elijah 
was right in saying that the Lord had sent 
evil to the widow in the death of her son, 
and right in claiming his life again (1 Ki. 
17:20). Job was right in professing that 
the Lord had taken away his property and 
his children (Job 1:21), even though the 
Devil had been the instrument of the 
forces of death and destruction. So Jacob 
was right in recognizing that the shift of 
riches from Laban to himself had been 
from the hand of God. 

LORD, MAY WE RECOGNIZE THAT THOU DOST 
REIGN OVER ALL. 

November 14 
| AM THE GOD OF BETHEL (31:13) 

A careful comparison of the third verse 
where the Lord spake unto Jacob with 
this verse where Jacob told his wives 
about it might lead us to believe that some 
of this was Jacob’s own embroidery of the 
scene. Inspiration does not mean _ that 


everything that Jacob said was true, but 
that he did truly say it in these circum- 
stances. Unquestionably the Lord’ had ap- ° 
peared to Jacob, and had ordered him to 
return to the land of his fathers, and to’ 
his kindred. Unquestionably the Lord had 
announced that he would be with Jacob. 
But it would appear that Jacob gilded the 
lily when he told his wives about it. The 
narrative, just as we have it, does not 
demand that God did confirm Jacob’s 
superstition about the rams. Preachers have 
been known to double the size of their 
congregations, and to enlarge on the num- 
ber of their converts, and Jacob may well 
be acting in this manner here. At all events, 
Jacob received the proper impression and 
moved to obey. 
LORD, MAKE US OBEDIENT, SIMPLY AND IN 
TRUTH. 

November 15 
1S THERE YET ANY PORTION FOR US? (31:14) 

It is a Biblical principle that when we 
are joined to Christ we are automatically 
separated from the world. If we attempt 
to live in the old inheritance, we can have 
no true joy in it. Rachel and Leah, hav- 
ing been joined to Jacob, were henceforth 
to be blessed by the God of Jacob. There 
could be nothing for them in the old life, 
and no value in the old inheritance. The 
sooner the believer recognizes his sepa- 
rated position and begins to move toward 
it, to live in it, the sooner he will know 
the true joy that the Lord means to be the 
portion of His people, and their strength 
(Neh. 8:10). If you know that you have 
been saved, and are joined to Christ, it 
would be well for you to look.. apprais- 
ingly at the world and say, “Is there yet 
any portion for us?” If you think there is, 
you are deceived. 

LORD, MAY WE APPRAISE PROPERLY. 

November 16 
ARE WE NOT COUNTED OF HIM STRANGERS? 
(31:15) 

If the world is willing to give us place 
and friendship, we may be sure of the fact 
that we are not yielded to Christ. If we 
are truly joined to Christ, we will have 
the same treatment from the world that 
our Lord- had. The one who surrenders to 
the Lord will sing the Psalm: “For Thy 
sake I have borne reproach; shame hath 
covered my face. I am become a stranger 
unto my brethren, and an alien to my 
mother’s children” (Psa. 69:7, 8). Our 
Lord set forth this truth in its final form: 
“If the world hate you, ye know that it 
hated Me before it hated you. If ye were 
of the world, the world would love its 
own; but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have elected you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you” (John 
15:18, 19). By being joined to Jacob, 
Rachel and Leah were learning that “A 
man’s foes shall be they of his own house- 
hold” (Mt. 10:36). 

LORD, BE OUR ENTIRE SATISFACTION. 

November 17 
WHATSOEVER GOD HATH SAID UNTO THEE, 
DO (31:16) 

It is a good thing to obey, no matter 
how mixed the motives may be in obeying. 
It would have been better, no doubt, if 

(Continued on page 49) 
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THE ENGLISH BIBLE: 


The “Authorized” Version and its Influence 
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HUNDRED YEARS later than the Wyclifite 
A versions (20 November, 1483), Caxton published 

his Golden Legend, in which he had inserted 
considerable portions of the Pentateuch and the Gos- 
pels, on the basis, probably, of Peter Comestor’s 
Historia Scholastica. Caxton’s theory of translation, 
if we may judge from the preface to his Eneydos, was 
to seek a mean between “fair and strange terms,” by 
some regarded as “over curious,” and such “‘old and 
homely terms” as were now strange and almost disused. 
His aim lay in the wish to be generally understood. The 
clearness and beauty of the passage from Exodus will 
be readily seen. 
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CAXTON’S GOLDEN LEGEND (Spelling Modernized) 








When the third day came, and the morning waxed clear, they 
heard thunder and lightning, and saw a great cloud cover the 
mount; and the cry of the trump was so shrill that the people 
were sore afraid. . . . All the mount of Sinai smoked, for so 
much as our Lord descended on it in fire; and the smoke 
ascended from the hill as it had been from a furnace. The 
mount was terrible and dreadful, and the sound of the trump 
grew a little more, and continued longer. 


It will be evident that the vocabulary of Caxton is 
drawn from the same source as Tindale’s, while it does 
not greatly differ from Wyclif’s, these sources being 
native English and Old French, with a very slight ad- 
mixture of words coming directly from the Latin. 
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It is agreed on all hands that the English of the 
Authorized Version is, in essentials, that of Tindale. 
Minor modifications were made by translators and re- 
visers for the next eighty years or so; but, speaking 
broadly, the Authorized Version is Tindale’s. The spirit 
of the man passed into his work, and therefore it is of 
moment to ascertain what that spirit was. He himself 
may tell us: 








(a) His version was to be made for all the people, 
even the humblest : 





If God spare me life, ere many years I will cause the boy 
that driveth the plow to know more of the Scriptures than you 
{a theologian] do. 
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To the same effect is his preference of favor to grace, 
love to charity, health to salvation, 


(6) His surrender of himself to God. Writing to a 
friend and fellow-laborer, Frith, he says: 


The wisdom and the spirit of Stephen be with your heart and 
with your mouth, and teach your lips what they shall say, and 
how to answer to all things. He is our God if we despair in 
ourselves, and trust in Him; and His is the glory. Amen. 

(c) His theory regarding the meaning to be con- 
veyed : 

Believing that every part of Scripture had one sense and one 
only, the sense in the mind of the writer. 

(d) On Greek and Hebrew with reference to Eng- 
lish: 
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Facsimiles from the 1611 edition of the King James Bible 
from a copy in the Presbyterian Historical Society Library 
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The Greek tongue agreeth more with the English than with : 
the Latin. And the properties of the Hebrew tongue agreeth 
a thousand times more with the English than with the Lafin.- 
The manner of speaking is both one, so that in a thousand 
places thou needest not but to translate it into the English 
word for word, when thou must seek a compass in the Latin, 
and yet shalt have much work to translate it well-favouredly, 
so that it have the same grace and sweetness, sense and pure 
understanding with it in the Latin as it hath in the Hebrew. 
A thousand parts better may it be translated into the English 
than into the Latin. 


(e) His scrupulous fidelity : 


I call God to record against the day we shall appear before 
our Lord Jesus Christ to give reckoning of our doings that 
I never altered ome syllable of God’s Word against my con- 
science, nor would to this day, if all that is in earth—whether 
it be honour, pleasure, or riches—might be given me. 


The observation of Augustus Hare, in speaking of 
the Jacobean revisers, is applicable to Tindale: “They 
were far more studious of the matter than of the man- 
ner; and there is no surer preservative against writing 
ill, or more potent charm for writing well.” And so 
Goldsmith: “To feel your subject thoroughly, and to 
speak without fear, are the only rules of eloquence.” 
Elsewhere he says: “Eloquence is not in the words, 
but in the subject; and in great concerns, the more . 
simply anything is expressed, it is generally the more 
sublime.” 


(f) His humility: 


And if they perceive in any places that I have not attained 
the very sense of the tongue, or meaning of the Scripture, or 
have not given the right English word, that they put to their 
hand to amend it, remembering that so is their duty to do. 


Again, he speaks of himself as “evil-favored in this 
world, and without grace in the sight of men, speechless 
and rude, dull and slow-witted.” 


If we add that he was an assiduous and minute 
student, went directly to the originals, and employed 
the best helps attainable, all that is needful will have 
been said. : 


TINDALE 


Exodus 3:16, 18, 19: And the third day in the morning there 
was thunder and lightning, and a thick cloud upon the mount, 
and the voice of the horn waxed exceeding loud, and all the 
people that was in the host was afraid. . .. And Mount Sinai 
was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended down 
upon it in fire; and the smoke thereof ascended up, as it had 
been the smoke of a kiln, and all the mount was exceeding 
fearful. And the voice of the horn blew, and waxed louder 
and louder. 

Before we pass from Tindale to the Authorized 
Version, three other translations must be mentioned. 
Coverdale’s nature may be indicated by the fact that it 
is he who introduced into the language the expressions 
“loving kindness” and “tender mercy.” Tindale’s na- 
ture was masculine, Coverdale’s of a more feminine 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Jesus Commissions the Twelve 
LESSON TEXT: 

_ | MATTHEW 10:1, 5-7, 24-27, 34-39 
Golden Text: “He that findeth his life shall 
lose it; and he that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it” (Mt. 10:39). 

There is obvious design in Mat- 
thew’s ‘presentation of the Gospel 
story. In chapter 9, the subject of 
last. .week’s study, we see the com- 
passionate Christ giving liberally 
of Himself for the blessing of needy 
hunianity. The chapter ends with a 
challenge to the disciples to assume 
responsibility for sinful and suffer- 
ing’. men; and immediately after 
that we are told..(ch. 10). how Jesus 
thrust them forth into the work 
with a commission to preach and to 
heal. 

It was not long since our Lord 
had called these men into fellowship 
with Himself by saying to them, 
‘““Come!’’ Now He ‘is telling them to 
‘‘Go!’’ That is the inevitable order 
and the inescapable sequence. Our 
Saviour invites us into the circle 
of His redeeming friendship that 
He may first fit us and then equip 
us for service in His name. To all 
men everywhere He says, ‘‘Come!”’ 
To all. who respond to that call He 
eventually says, ‘‘Go!’’ For the fact 
is that every Christian is saved to 
serve. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The pupil materials, listed at the 
top of this lesson, can only be con- 
sidered adequate if they are ac- 
cepted as introductions to the larger 
passages to which they belong. 
Teachers will need to study this 
entire chapter for a complete pic- 
ture of our Lord’s commission to 
the twelve. 

The statement in verse 1—‘‘He 
gave them power’’—is the key to 
their ministry. The power was given 
by Jesus, and it was given to these 
men because they were with Jesus. 
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Here we have both the source and 
the condition of power for service. 
The world has had many benefac- 
tors, but those who would minister 
to the world according to God’s 
plan must do so by Christian ‘dis- 
cipleship which links them with 
divine resources. Note, also, that the 
bestowment was in identical terms 
with His own ministry of healing. 
What He did for suffering mankind 
they might do, because in the same 
power. 


A satisfactory study of. the list 
of disciples as given here would 
take more space than we can afford. 
The different types represented are 
interesting and significant. Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John, of course, 
were Galilean fishermen. Matthew 
had been a tax collector for the 
Roman government. Simon the Ca- 
naanite is believed to have been 
an extreme nationalist, perhaps a 
leader of rebellion against the 
Romans. Apart from these, we know 
practically nothing about our Lord’s 
immediate circle, which again is 
significant, for it marks them as very 
ordinary individuals. Their only 
distinction was that which came to 
them when they were enlisted into 
the service of Christ. 


Instructions to Disciples 


The prohibition against contacts 
with Gentiles, with special refer- 
ence to Samaritans, seems at first 
to contradict the universality of 
Christ’s mission. It is foolish to read 
into it an anti-Gentile prejudice on 
the part of Matthew. Our Lord had 
good reason for the restriction. Was 
not His own immediate mission to 
the Jews? The larger plan of the 
Gospel was to be revealed after 
Pentecost. But this apart, it is clear 
that at this time the disciples were 
not spiritually prepared to be His 
messengers to Gentiles. Their racial 
prejudices were too strong; contact 
might easily have led to conflict with 
men who were ready to call down 
fire from Heaven upon Samaritans 
who would not receive their Master 
(Lk. 9:54). 





The RSV of verses 8-10 is illumi- 
nating : ‘**You received without pay, 
give without pay. Take no gold, nor 
silver, nor copper in your belts, no 
bag for your journey, nor two 
tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff; for 
the laborer deserves his food.’’ 

The councils mentioned in verse 
17 would be local religious courts 
which heard charges of heresy, The 
following verse is doubtless pro- 
phetic, describing the opposition 
which our Lord’s followers would 
experience as their ministry devel- 
oped. For several of the twelve, 
these words became an actual reality 
involving imprisonment and even 
death. We do well to note the con- 
text of verse 19, which is often 
misquoted to suggest that prepara- 
tion for Christian witness is not 
necessary. When we are too busy to 
study for preaching and teaching 
tasks, we are too busy. The promise 
of divine help was made to men in 
grave-emergency, when a rash word 
might have precipitated disaster for 
them and the church. 

Verses 24-27 contain a warning 

that the disciples might expect no 
better treatment than their Master 
received. When the Jews used the 
word. ‘‘Beelzebub’’ against Jesus 
(Mt. 12;24), they gave it the sense 
of ‘‘prince of demons.’’ They were 
accusing our Lord of being in league 
with the powers of darkness. ‘‘If 
they will go as far as that against 
Me,”’ Jesus said, ‘‘they will not 
treat you with any greater respect.’’ 
Whatever the opposition, they were 
to press on without fear. 
_ Consequences and cost of preach- 
ing the Gospel are given in verses 
34-39. For Jews embracing the faith 
of Christ the result was division in 
their families with possible disin- 
heritance for themselves. Wherever 
the Gospel has clashed with religious 
bigotry the price of discipleship has 
been high. Yet, so important is a 
man’s relationship with God, that 
not even family ties must prevent 
him from following the call of the 
divine Spirit. He may be called 
upon to lay down life itself; but 
that supreme sacrifice will bring the 
blessing of God’s approval which 
means life everlasting. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. The Men Jesus Chose 
a. Ordinary, different 

2. The Command Jesus Gave 
a. Preach, heal 
b. The source of power 

3. The Counsel Jesus Offered 
a. Manner of life 

4. The Consequences Jesus Described 
a. For the preachers 
b. For the converts 


1. Look at them and take cour- 
age! One or two men stand out from 


ETERNITY 


the group, but the majority are just 
ordinary men. They; seem to have 
done nothing worthy of record. be- 
fore Jesus. called them, though 
against one or two there are black 
marks which might appear:,as: dis- 
qualifications. Yet Jesus saw. possi- 
bilities in them, and in His..com- 
panionship they were transformed 
into effective messengers of God. 

Their variety of background indi- 
eates how God takes and uses men 
with different cultures (and none) 
and experiences. Some were: fisher- 
men, one had been a civil servant, 
one an erstwhile revolutionary. Each 
had his contribution to make to 
Christ’s cause, as also today, for 
within the Christian fellowship 
there is a place for every individual 
to realize and contribute his best. 

2. The One who once said, 
‘‘Come!’’ to these men now says, 
**Go!’’ Each had his task assigned 
by the Master. They were to preach 
and to heal: that is, they were to 
tell men what they knew about 
Jesus and what He had done for 
them, and they were to pass on in 
blessing the power they had _re- 
ceived from Jesus. Words were to 
be accompanied by works, an obli- 
gation still resting upon the ambas- 
sadors of Christ. 

Their sufficiency for this was 
Christ Himself. Therefere there 
could be no pride of accomplishment 
and no excuse for failure. ‘‘I can’t’’ 
should have no place in the vocabu- 
lary of a Christian, for he has heard 
Jesus say, ‘‘ You can.”’ 

3. Although endued with miracu- 


sok 
brighter 


lous. power, these disciples were to 
be men of self-denying practice. 


-As circumstances changed in apos- 


tolic times, churches being instituted 


.to which the. preachers of the Word 


were responsible, so the conditions 
of service were modified. Jesus said : 
‘‘Give without pay,’’ but Paul 
wrote, ‘‘Elders who do their duties 
well should be considered as deserv- 
ing twice the salary they get’’ (1 
Tim. 5:17 Williams). Yet the under- 
lying principles do not change. 
Service for Christ must always be 
humbly. rendered and without re- 
gard to the reward. When men serve 
in relation to the compensation re- 
ceived they cease, to that extent, to 
be servants of the Lord. 

4. Hostility would be the lot of 
Christ’s messengers: so much He 
made very clear. And so it was for 
the disciples, as the Acts of the 
Apostles tell. Can we expect any 
modification of the world’s attitude 
if, in our own time, we are faithful 
to the terms of Christ’s commission ? 
Loyalty in testimony, the fearless 
rebuke of sin, unyielding insistence 
on salvation through Christ alone— 
these will inevitably bring reper- 
cussions. But since the disciple is 
only answerable to his Master, he 
must not be deterred or deflected 
by persecution. 

For those who responded to the 
Gospel message there would also be 
hardship to face. The Word received 
would prove to be a sword, creating 
not peace but division and enmity. 
Missionary records show how men 
and women are paying this high 
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price for discipleship even today. 
It is not impossible that similar 
conditions might come in so-called 
Christian countries where a.com- - 
promise form of religion scorns out- 
and-out loyalty to Christ. How. 
much am I willing to give to be true 
to.the Saviour? How much did He 
give for me? 


NOVEMBER 23, 1952 

Jesus’ Thanksgiving—and Ours 
epnathouny MATTHEW 11:2-6, 25-30 
Golden Text: “The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad” (Psa. 
12633). .: 

The thought of Thanksgiving is 
introduced into this lesson because 
of the nearness of Thanksgiving 
Day. In the light of our Lord’s 
prayer of thanksgiving to His 
Father we may review our reasons 
for gratitude and praise, with spe- 
cial reference to the coming of 
Jesus Himself and of His gracious 
ministry (v. 5). 

The main theme of this chapter, 
of course, is the inquiry of John the 
Baptist, with our Lord’s evaluation 
of His forerunner and consequent 
judgment upon ‘‘this generation”’ 
(v. 16). The chapter concludes with 
a glorious Gospel invitation which 
gives teachers opportunity to ex- 
tend the invitation of Jesus to un- 
saved pupils. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The reason for the imprisonment 
of John the Baptist is given in 
14:3-4. Herod Antipas, though al- 
ready married to a daughter of the 
Arabian king Aretas, fell in love 
with the wife of his half-brother 
Herod Philip, and married her. This 
immoral alliance John had out- 
spokenly condemned, for which he 
was cast into prison. 

In prison, John heard reports of 
the ministry of Jesus. It seems that 
these reports did not conform to 
his ideas of the Messiah. Probably 
his reaction was colored by his cir- 
cumstances, and the question could 
scarcely be kept from his mind : 
‘‘Tf Jesus is the Messiah, as I pro- 
claimed, why does He not do some- 
thing to save me from this fate?’’ 
Both doubt and perplexity may be 
expressed in the inquiry: ‘‘Art 
Thou He that should come, or do 
we look for another?’’ ‘‘He that 
should come,’’ or, ‘‘the Coming 
One,’’ was a Messianic title. 
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Our Lord was perhaps busy re- 
sponding to the needs of the sick and 
maimed when John’s messengers 
arrived. They stood by while He 
continued these miraculous works 
of mercy. Then Jesus spoke to them. 
He did not give a direct reply to 
their question : rather did He appeal 
to the things which they saw in the 
light of Messianic promise. Using 
words which echoed the ancient 
prophecies (Isa. 35:5-6, 61:1-2), He 
bade them take their report back to 
John, adding: ‘‘ Blessed is he, who- 
soever will find no stumbling-block 
in Me.’’ Though the activities of 
Jesus might not conform precisely 
to John’s expectation, he must re- 
view them in the light of divine 
revelation. 

Though verses 7-24 are not in- 
cluded in the pupil material, they 
are necessary to an understanding 
of the chapter and to its concluding 
verses. Having paid a great tribute 
to John the Baptist (7-15), our 
Lord proceeded to expose the shal- 
lowness of those who rejected both 
John and Himself. They were like 
fretful children who stood aloof 
from every kind of game: they 
would not play either weddings or 
funerals! John they criticised as too 
abstemious, Jesus as too socially- 


The Day of Judgment 

If there was a touch of humor 
about our Lord’s illustration, His 
application was at once solemn and 
severe. Naming cities in which His 
own ministry had been set, where 
the preaching of the Gospel had been 
accompanied by miraculous works, 
He condemned them for their un- 
responsiveness. Infamous cities of 
the past, granted similar privileges, 
would have repented. In fact, His 
visits to these Gentile areas had 
brought gratifying results (Mk. 
7:31, 37). Heavy indeed would be 
the consequences for the people of 
Galilee who remained adamant 
against all appeal. 

Yet our Lord’s ministry had not 
been without encouraging response 
(v. 25). He could rejoice that the 
truth had been revealed to and ac- 
cepted by some—not the leadership 
of the land perhaps, not the ‘‘wise 
and prudent,’’ but by those who, 
though often obscure, were simple 
and sincere. This was no accident 
but was wrapped up in the purpose 
and providence of God. Men accept 
or reject the revelation of God in 
Christ not on their own whim and 
fancy. Behind everything is the 
sovereign, elective: grace of God. 
Knowledge of the Father can only 
eome through the Son, and even 
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then ‘‘to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal Him’’ (v. 27). 

It is significant that this state- 
ment of divine sovereignty in reve- 
lation and redemption should be 
followed by a gracious Gospel ap- 
peal addressed to ‘‘all that labour 
and are heavy laden.’’ No doctrine 
of election should be allowed to 
limit or restrict our doctrine of 
grace: Christ’s offer of salvation is 
for all, and so we should present it. 
LESSON PLAN 

1. A Prisoner's Question 

a. Doubts 

b. And what to do with them 
2. The Master’s Prayer 

a. Faith is a gift 

b. It is for you 
3. Our Reasons for Praise 

a. For God revealed 

b. For Christ received 

1. Is it wrong to doubt? If so, 
John the Baptist was greatly at 
fault, for he seems to have doubted 
whether Jesus was indeed the Mes- 
siah. Doubt is unquestionably a 
human frailty, but it is not neces- 
sarily sin. It is understandable that 
John’s faith would be sorely tested 
in prison. He had faithfully and 
fearlessly discharged his mission as 
the herald of Jesus, and now it 
seemed as though he had been for- 
gotten. He had thought of the Mes- 
siah as a great deliverer; yet there 
was no deliverance for him. 

John could have nursed his prob- 
lem as he languished in prison so 
that it became deeper and darker. 
That way doubts may turn into sin. 
But he did something else with it. 
He dragged it out into the light of 
day. He faced it squarely. Better 
still, he took his doubt to Jesus. 
That is the only satisfactory way to 
treat doubts, for it is the only way 
to have them remedied. In prison, 
it looked as though there could be 
no answer to his perplexity. But 
from Jesus he obtained an answer: 
it was related to the person of the 
Master and to the revelation of the 
Word. Here is a clue to the solution 
of our doubts: consider Him and 
study the Scriptures. 

2. John’s inquiry led our Lord to 
some great pronouncements on the 
subject of belief and unbelief. In 
general, the attitude toward Him 
(as also toward John the Baptist) 
was one of repudiation and rejec- 
tion. But there were exceptions: 
men and women, here and there, 
accepted His words and believed in 
His person. In. many cases, belief 
was expressed from unlikely quar- 
ters: not the professors of religion, 
not the educated, not the privileged, 
but the poor, and obscure, and 
despised responded to Christ in 
faith and obedience. Why was this? 
Why, indeed, is this so still? Our 
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Lord provided the answer: it is 
because faith is a gift, God’s gift, 
and it must be received in child- 
like humility. As Paul said: ‘‘It is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any tan should boast’’ (Eph. 
2 :8-9). 

Though all may not accept God’s 
gift of faith yet it is offered to all. 
The Gospel message is of universal 
application. Jesus said, ‘‘Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden.’’ It is human perversity 
which excludes men from the bless- 
ings of faith and salvation, not 
divine intention. It is the ‘‘whoso- 
ever’’ of the Gospel which gives 
ineentive for its presentation. It is 
that same unconditional offer which 
makes it the hope of every sinner. 
Whoever you are, it is for you. 

3. At this Thanksgiving season it 
is fitting that we should recall 
reasons for praise and gratitude 
which the Gospel affords. The an- 
swer of Jesus to the Baptist’s ques- 
tion suggests one great reason for 
thanks: that God has revealed Him- 
self in Christ as our all-loving, all- 
powerful Heavenly Father. The 
Baptist’s conception of the Christ 
was a mighty leader and deliverer. 
How much better is the reality, for 
He came to help the helpless and 
to give to all the blessings of the 
Gospel. 

Can we begin our Thanksgiving 
list with the immeasurable boon of 
salvation? If not, it is because we 
have so far refused a proferred gift. 
God stands ready to bless us with 
eternal life. Jesus says: ‘‘Come 
unto Me.’’ To respond to that gra- 
cious invitation will awaken within 
our hearts a gratitude which noth- 
ing in earth or Heaven can surpass. 
‘“‘Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift’’ (2 Cor. 9:15). 
NOVEMBER 30, 1952 

Jesus’ Law of Doing Good 
LESSON TEXT: 
MATTHEW 12:1-14 
Golden Text: “Beloved, follow not that 
which is evil, but that which is good. He 
that doeth good is of God: but he that 
doeth evil hath not seen God” (3 John 11). 

Continuing our studies in Mat- 
thew’s Gospel we reach a point 
where the opposition to our Lord 
expresses itself in public denuncia- 
tion (v. 24), answered by Jesus in 
His solemn reference to the sin that 
is without forgiveness. 

Because many are troubled about 
‘‘the unpardonable sin,’’ teachers 
of senior classes may find it advis- 
able to deal with this incident 
(22-32) although it is not included 
in the pupil material. Attention 
should be given to the gracious 
assurance of verses 31-32 declaring 
the far-reaching forgiveness of God. 
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Only one sin can put a man outside 
this forgiveness, and that sin is the 
deliberate, persistent rejection of 
the testimony of the Holy Spirit 
to Jesus Christ as the divine Son of 
God and only Saviour of men. The 
statement of the Pharisees (v. 24) 
was the expression of such an atti- 
tude, which excludes a man from 
the benefits of Christ’s redemptive 
work, by which forgiveness is alone 
possible. 

Today’s lesson is scheduled for 
the quarterly temperance emphasis. 
The application may be found in 
our Lord’s solicitude for the highest 
welfare of men; according to His 
teaching, laws and practices are to 
be tested in the light of the good 
they do. He commended those who 
would rescue a sheep from a pit on 
the Sabbath day. What would He 
say to those who dig pits for unwary 
feet—the liquor vendors, drug ped- 
dlers, and vice promoters of our 
day? 

LESSON MATERIAL 

Plucking the ears of corn was a 
permitted practice (Deut. 23:25), 
indicative of the spirit of humanity 
which characterized Old Testament 
social laws. The offense charged by 
the Pharisees was that the disciples 
had done this on the Sabbath. Rab- 
binical law listed thirty-nine kinds 
of work which must not be engaged 
in on the seventh day. Plucking 
corn was forbidden since that was 
in reality reaping; and to rub away 
the husks was a transgression of the 
law since it involved threshing. By 
such exaggerated interpretations 
the Pharisees made a burden of 
Sabbath observance and reduced the 
Mosaic requirement to the ridicu- 
lous. 

Our Lord’s reply to His critics 
revealed His great wisdom under 
provocation. David was the hero of 
these men, in their thinking almost 
beyond reproach. Yet, as Jesus re- 
minded them, on one occasion he and 
his men ate the bread which had 
been set apart for the use of the 
priests (1 Sam. 21:6), setting aside 
the law by his action in the interests 
of human need. Carrying His an- 
swer a step further, our Lord re- 
ferred to the work of the priests in 
the Temple, which went on Sabbath 
or no Sabbath. He was showing to 
these men that their rigid regula- 
tions were not observed even by 
those whose actions they approved. 

On what ground would the Phari- 
sees excuse the action of the priests 
who worked even on the Sabbath 
day? They would argue that the 
importance of the Temple and its 
services made such work necessary 
and therefore justified it. Here 


Christ made one of His stupendous 
claims : ‘‘In this place is one greater 
than the temple.’’ The Temple, in 
the divine intention, was. the house , 
of God; but He was the Son of God. 

Still keeping in the area of au-. 
thorities which the Pharisees would. 
respect, Jesus quoted Hosea 6 :6— 
“‘T desired mercy, and not sacri- 
fice.’” More important than rite and 
ritual in the eyes of God is a spirit 
of mercy on the part of those who: 
profess to worship Him. When reli- 
gious laws become oppressive and 
intolerant they contradict the nature 
of Him who gave them. 

Verse 8 contains another tremen- 
dous claim on the part of Jesus. 
Who gave the Sabbath law? It was 
God Himself. The Sabbath was His 
institution. So, in stating that He 
was ‘‘Lord even of the sabbath’’ 
Jesus laid claim to equality with 
God. 


Man With the Withered Hand 

In the case of the man with the 
withered hand, the Pharisees pro- 
duced a specific test of Christ’s atti- 
tude toward the Sabbath. Even 
among the most rigid defenders of 
the law it was conceded that when 
life was in danger necessary steps 
might be taken, although they in- 
fringed the law. But this man’s life 
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was not in danger, so, according to 
the reasoning of His adversaries, to 
help him was not immediately neces- 
sary and should therefore await 
some other day. 

This time, our Lord exposed the 
insincerity of His critics. They 
would take a sheep from a pit on 
the Sabbath (their pockets were in- 
volved!) ; why, then, should not He 
give needed aid to a fellow man? 
‘*How much is a man better than a 
sheep?’’? was His uncomfortable 
question. Ignoring the hatred in the 
eyes of His enemies, Jesus called 
upon the man to stretch out his af- 
flicted arm; whereupon the miracle 
of healing took place. 

In their utter frustration, the 
Pharisees cast aside all attempt to 
clothe their animosity in the disguise 
of religious zeal. When next Jesus 
delivered a man possessed with a 
demon, these maddened bigots 
charged that the miracle was done 
by Satanic power. The gloves were 
off; from that point opposition to 
Christ and His works would mount 
until it sent Him to the cross. This 
He knew full well ; hence, His state- 
ment: ‘‘He that is not with Me is 
against Me; and he that gathereth 
not with Me, seattereth abroad’ 
(30). The time had come to take 
sides. ‘‘ Who is on the Lord’s side?’’ 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Purpose of the Sabbath 
a. For God's glory 
b. For man’s good 
2. The Misuse of the Sabbath - 
a. Religion without love 
b. Other gifts abuséd= ~ ~~ 


3. The Lord of the Sabbath 
a. An a aegpa 
b. Our Lord’s da 

1. Why did God * appoint one day 
in seven to be different from the 
others? In the first place, that men 
might have a specific time and op- 
portunity for worship, dedicating at 
least this day in each week to the 
honor of God. Nothing that Jesus 
ever said or did minimized the im- 
portance of observing this one day 
in seven for purposes of praise and 
prayer. It was His consistent prac- 
tice to go to the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day (Lk. 4:16). 

But the Sabbath had a second 
purpose—to afford men and women 
a day of rest. and recreation, to- 
gether. with the beasts which serve 
them. The Lord knew our need of 
periodic rest ; and present-day heart 
conditions and nervous breakdowns 
reveal the foolishness of disregard- 
ing divine provision. 

It is tragically true, however, 
that God’s best gifts can be misused 
and abused. This the Pharisees did 
with the Sabbath: they made it a 
religious fetish, no longer directed 
to God’s honor and man’s good, but 
reduced to an exercise in self- 
repression which had no higher 
purpose than to contribute to their 
sense of spiritual superiority. It was 
a kind of hair shirt to be worn 
weekly, as though God could be 
pleased by self-imposed misery. Such 
religion without love denies the 
character of God, and yet is preva- 
lent even today. 

Today’s temperance purpose 
raises the question: What other of 
God’s good gifts are abused? Our 
appetites are God-given, and when 
legitimately satisfied bring gladness 
to our hearts. But greedy, unscrupu- 
lous humans trade upon these appe- 
tites to offer that which debases 
men below the level of beasts: in- 
toxicants as beverages, lustful exhi- 
bitions as entertainments, licentious 
literature as reading matter, obscene 
pictures as art. We may be sure that 
the Lord who denounced the Phari- 
sees will one day pass judgment on 
these promoters of intemperance 
and immorality who thrive at the 
expense of others. 

3. Jesus stands out in our record 
as the courageous protagonist of 
oppressed men, whether their foes 
be Pharisees and priests or dis- 
tillers and drug peddlers. Dealing 
with the religious bigots of His time, 
He restored the emphasis of the 
Sabbath to the relief of human need, 
and thus also restored the emphasis 
on the glory of God. Remember, He 
came into the world ‘‘to seek "and 
to save that which was lost.’’ All 
His sympathies are with men in 





their tragic inadequacies; and those 
who would truly be His followers 
must realize that they serve God 
most who also serve their fellows. ° 

Jesus restored the emphasis on 
the day; but He also gave us a new 
Lord’s day. ‘‘Lord of the sabbath,’’ 
indeed, He has given us a different 
day for worship, rest, and service: 
the day of His resurrection, the 
first day of the week: the Lord’s 
day. 
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Jesus, the Great Teacher 
LESSON TEXT: ; 
MATTHEW 13:24-35, 53-54 
Golden Text: “Whence hath this man this 
wisdom, and these mighty works?” (Mt. 
13:54). 

The whole of chapter 13 should be 
studied by teachers for its exposi- 
tion of our Lord’s methods. as a 
teacher. Though verses 10-17 are not 
included in pupil material they de- 
mand careful attention, for they 
contain our Lord’s own explanation 
of His use of parables. The adop- 
tion of this method marked a change 
in His ministry ; so much so that the 
disciples were puzzled by it and 
asked: ‘‘Why speakest Thou unto 
them in parables?’’ Christ’s answer 
falls into two parts, indicated by 
the two phrases ‘‘unto yeu’’ and 
*‘to them’’ (v. 11). 

There is a vital connection be- 
tween chapters 12 and 13. We have 
remarked upon the growing ani- 
mosity of the Jews, leading up to 
that blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit upon which Christ pro- 
nounced His judgment. The ob- 
duracy of the people occasioned our 
Lord to vary His dealings with 
them. In a word, from henceforth 
He would concentrate upon sincere 
inquirers after truth—the disciples 
in the first place, and then any 
among His listeners who were con- 
cerned enough to become seekers. 
‘“Whosoever hath, to him shall be 
given, and he shall have more abun- 
dance: but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away even 
that he hath’’ (v. 12). 

That is the meaning of the quota- 
tion from Isaiah (6:9-10). The 
crowds would hear His parables, but 
would not understand; not that 
Jesus wished to conceal his mean- 
ing, but that in their indifference 
and antagonism His listeners would 
not take the trouble to inquire. For 
the disciples, anxious to learn the 
secrets of the Heavenly kingdom, 
Jesus had words of encouragement 
and approval: ‘‘Blessed are your 
eyes, for they see: and your ears, 
for they hear’’ (v. 16). How we 
should desire that all our pupils. 
might be included in this benedic- 
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tion as they seek to enter. earnestly 
into the truth of God. 
LESSON MATERIAL 

Beginning at verse 24 the pupil 
material introduces us to our Lord’s 
parable of the wheat and tares. The 
dramatic story needs no explana- 
tion. A farmer sowed his fields with 
good seed, the implication being that 
he had selected it with care and paid 
well for it. There was excellent 
prospect of a bountiful harvest. But 
the farmer had an enemy, and dur- 
ing the night. this enemy sowed the 
same field with tares, or darnel. His 
treachery was not revealed until 
the crop began to grow; then the 
weeds could be seen thick .among 
the wheat. The farm workers, zeal- 
ous for their master’s good, sug- 
gested the impossible: they would 
go through the field eliminating the 
tares. But the farmer knew that 
this was impracticable, for wheat 
and tares would be pulled up to- 
gether. He recommended waiting 
until both had fully grown, and 
then (arduous though the task might 
be) they would separate good from 
bad. 

It must be an oversight that our 
Lord’s interpretation of this parable 
is not included in the pupil material : 
it is certainly essential for the les- 
son. In verses 36-43, therefore, we 
note our Lord’s answer to the dis- 
ciples’ request: ‘‘Declare unto us 
the parable of the tares of the field.”’ 
In the world, He said, mingling 
with ‘‘the children of the kingdom,”’ 
would be impostors planted by the 
Devi. Genuine and _ counterfeit 
would grow up together, the tares 
seeking to pass themselves off as 
good wheat. But the end of the age 
would come, and God would then 
separate true and false, the one to 
eternal blessing and the other to 
condemnation and destruction. 


Parables of the Kingdom 


One could sometimes wish that 
our Lord had given categorical an- 
swers to the other parables in this 
series, for they have been and con- 
tinue to be oceasions for acute dis- 
agreement among Bible students. 
Yet it would seem that in His inter- 
pretation of the parable of the 
tares He has provided a master key 
for the rest. Whether He spoke of 
the kingdom of Heaven as a grain 
of mustard seed, or as leaven, He 
was referring to the Devil’s work of 
adulteration, all the time seeking to 
spoil the divine plan of human re- 
demption and to compromise the 
testimony of the Church. 

Two verses with which our study 
ends (53-54) reveal the attention 
given to our Lord by His listeners. 
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Though official religious circles 
might reject Him and seek to dis- 
credit Him before’ the multitudes, 
the power of His utterance caused 
astonishment and inquiry. But, in 
the final result, the reaction even of 
the crowds was disappointing. ‘‘He 
did not many works there because 
of their unbelief’’ (v. 58). Com- 
pelled to acknowledge the authority 
of His teaching, the people never- 
theless allowed prejudice to blind 
them to His identity. To them He 
was ‘‘the carpenter’s son’’ (v. 55), 
a prodigy to provoke interest, but 
not a divine voice to command as- 
sent. So the blessing was missed, and 
the statement of verse 13 had 
graphic illustration—‘‘they seeing 
see not; and hearing they hear not, 
neither do they understand.’’ 
LESSON PLAN 
1. Parables Provoke Interest 
a. Jesus’ teaching methods 
2. Parables Encourage Inquiry 
a. The mark of a disciple 
b. Remember the Bereans 
3. Parables Reward Sincerity 
a. Great truths revealed 
4. Parables Stimulate Bible Study 
a. “Search the Scriptures.” 

1. One of the great things re- 
vealed about the preaching of our 
Lord is that ‘‘the common people 
heard Him gladly’? (Mk. 12:37). 
We know, then, that He was an 
interesting preacher. There is no 
merit in preaching that is dull and 
lacking in appeal. What made our 
Lord’s preaching interesting? The 
samples given us in the Gospels 
furnish the answer: His sermons 
were rich in life-centered incidents. 
He talked about things of everyday 
interest—the housewife in her tasks, 
the farmer at his job, children at 
their games, the flowers growing at 
His feet, the birds familiar to all 
His listeners. His stories, too, had 
the ring of reality about them: in 
fact, it is not unlikely that often 
they were based upon actual inci- 
dents. Think of the unjust judge, 
the importunate neighbor, the good 
Samaritan, and the prodigal son. 
No wonder the people listened! Here 
we may learn how to put appeal 
into our own teaching. 

2. But though our Lord’s story 
method provoked interest, it did not 
spoonfeed His listeners. Something 
was left to them, and by their re- 
sponse would be revealed the depth 
of their interest. The disciples are 
examples of that kind of earnest in- 
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quiry which our Lord sought: they 
not only listened to the story but 
they wanted to know the applica- 
tion. How many people are inter- 
ested in sermons so long as the 
preacher amuses and_ entertains 
them, but their interest flags when 
the message is applied! 

The right reaction to divine truth 
is shown in the behavior of the 
Bereans of whom we read: ‘‘These 
were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so’’ (Acts 
17:11). A superficial listener will 





never enter into the fullness of 
divine blessing. The undeveloped 
and underdeveloped in our churches 
and Sunday schools are evidence of 
that. 

3. The parabolic method as used 
by Jesus had great reward for those 
who were eager enough after 
knowledge to ask questions and 
probe for meanings. The disciples 
learned vitally important truths 
concerning the future of Christ’s 
cause through earnest inquiry. Be- 
fore the Gospel had started on its 
worldwide mission it was revealed 
to them that there would be no 
limits to its circulation, for ‘‘the 
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field is the world.’’ With Calvary 
yet ahead this would be precious, 
fortifying knowledge; with perse- 


cutions to endure, this would 
strengthen and sustain them. But 
they also learned that the Devil 
would contaminate Christian groups 
and embarrass Christian testimony 
through His activities—important 
information, again, for those who 
were to be in positions of leadership. 

4. So the parabolic method 
teaches us today the value of sin- 
cere inquiry and search into the 
truths of the Seriptures. Casual 
reading affords only passing advan- 
tages; the careful, persistent stu- 
dent will be like the ‘‘seribe which 
is instructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven,’’ of whom Jesus said that 
‘he is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which bringeth forth 
out of his treasure things new and 
old’’ (v. 52). 


DECEMBER 14, 1952 
Jesus Dispels Fear 
pacapdnna MATTHEW 14:22-33 
Golden Text: “Be of good cheer; it is I; 

be not afraid” (Mt. 14:27). 

Teachers will find abundance of 
material in this chapter, and prob- 
ably will wish to confine their teach- 
ing to the incidents recorded in 
verses 22-33. Critics of the authen- 
ticity of the divine record suggest 
that this story was introduced dur- 
ing the persecutions of the early 
church to bolster the courage of be- 
lievers. Such an explanation we 
strongly repudiate and reject; but 
at the same time we can appreciate 
the comfort this true episode from 
our Saviour’s life would bring to 
men and women, caught in the 
storms of unbelieving opposition and 
hatred, and needing the stability of 
a great faith. 

It is thus that this passage of 
Seripture speaks to us today. The 
Lord who stilled the storm and 
saved sinking Peter is the Lord who 
commands peace to His people still. 
Whatever the ages of our pupils, 
all of them are caught up in the 
cross currents of modern life: there 
are whirlwinds of war, blistering 
winds of temptation, icy blasts of 
doubt, and we need the Voice which 
says: ‘‘It is 1; be not afraid.”’ 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Comparing John (6:15-21) with 
Matthew’s record, we learn why our 
Lord sent the disciples away in a 
boat. After the feeding of the five 
thousand, an organized attempt was 
planned to make Him king. What 
a welfare state these people would 
have (they reasoned), if their ruler 
was this wonder-worker who could 
satisfy a hungry crowd with the 
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contents of a boy’s lunch pail! 
Afterward, Jésus rebuked them for 
their materialism. ‘‘Ye seek Me,’’ 
He said, ‘‘not because ye saw the 
miracles [that is, saw and under- 
stood their significance], but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were 
filled. Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life’’ 
(John 6 :26-27). 

It almost looks as though our 
Lord could not trust the disciples 
in this emergency. Their sympathies 
may have been with the crowd. 
They, too, wanted their Master to 
assert Himself in leadership. So, 
with an authority which they could 
not resist, He dispatched the twelve 
across Galilee. Then He handled 
the crowd, persuading it to disperse ; 
and afterward retreated to the 
mountains there to renew His 
strength and redeclare His purpose 
before His Heavenly Father. 

One of those sudden storms which 
were characteristic of Galilee sud- 
denly engulfed the disciples. Re- 
member, not all of them were fish- 
ermen; the larger number were 
unfamiliar with ships and the sea, 
and easily panicked. It seems that 
the Master knew the fear which 
would grip the hearts of these men 
He loved; so, coming down from 
his prayer tryst with the Father, 
He made His way to the lake; and 
across it, to the aid of His disciples. 


Needless Fears 

It was between 3:00 and 6:00 in 
the early morning with the rising 
sun casting its eerie light across the 
water. Tiredness as well as fear com- 
bined to play havoc with the dis- 
ciples’ nerves. The Master, coming 
for their comfort, they mistook 
for an apparition—a ghost. ‘‘But 
straightway Jesus spake unto them 
. .. Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid.’’ How quick He was to re- 
assure; how disinclined to blame! 

Peter’s action is in complete ac- 
cord with his character as revealed 
in the Gospels. A man of tremen- 
dous impulse, fear had no sooner 
left his heart than a strange mixture 
of love and pride took its place. He 
wanted to be first to greet his Lord, 
and at the same time he wanted to 
share His supernatural walk upon 
the glassy surface of the sea. Much 
to his credit, however, is his sub- 
mission to Christ’s will. ‘‘Bid me 
come,’’ he said, and did not make 
the bold venture until the invita- 
tion had been extended. 

As so often with Peter, his inten- 
tions were excellent but his per- 
formance was poor. There had not 
yet come to him that infilling of 
Pentecost which was to make him 
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rock-like and reliable. He looked at 
the tossing sea, and turned his 
thoughts in upon himself and his 
danger, and so lost confidence—that 
confidence in Christ which had 
enabled him to take the first, brave 
step. 

Once again, the promptness of the 
Master saved the disciple from dis- 
aster. ‘‘Jesus stretched forth His 
hand, and caught him.’’ Peter could 
only ery in his distress; action was 
all with Jesus, who snatched His 
follower from a watery grave. Ar- 
rived at the shore, all twelve gave 
to their Master the worship due to 
deity. All idea of making Him king 
was gone; they had no thought but 
to adore Him in the revelation of 
His love and power. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. The Master in the Mount 
a. Facing His storm 
b. The secret of power 
c. The impulse of love 

2. The Twelve in the Ship 
a. Troubles ahead 
b. Riding the storm 

3. The Disciple on the Sea 
a. Our daily dangers 
b. The Hand that saves 

1. One of the great New Testa- 
ment affirmations about our Lord is 
that He was ‘‘in all points tempted 
(or tested) like as we are’’ (Heb. 
4:15). He had His storms, which 
made Him eager to help His dis- 
ciples in their emergency. It was a 
storm experience for Him when, 
after the feeding of the five thou- 
sand, the people wanted to make 
Him king. Did He not long to rule 
over men, that by His government 
He might put down oppression, in- 
justice, and unrighteousness, and 
establish righteousness and peace? 
Yet he knew that His kingdom was 
not to be gained by popular acclaim, 
but by the way of the cross. So, that 
He might surmount the storm, He 
sought His Father’s help in prayer. 

To see Jesus on His knees is to 
learn the secret of His power—and 
of ours. He came down from that 
mountain rendezvous with God, able 
to still the storm and save the dis- 
ciples, because His life was linked 
with His Father’s resources. Today 
He is seated at His Father’s right 
hand, there making intercession for 
us (Heb. 7:25); and we may win 
through as we draw upon those same 
resources assured to us through His 
name. 

He did not stay in the mountain. 
Neither did He stay in Heaven, but 
eame into this world to be the 
Saviour of men. We see Him, then, 
leaving the sacred, precious fellow- 
ship with His Father to become the 
helper and deliverer of the disciples. 
A picture, surely, of His self-deny- 
ing love which brought Him down 


to Bethlehem—an event which shall 
occupy our thinking less than two 
weeks from now. 

2. The twelve in the ship, tossed: 
by the waves, suggest to us the 
tempests which: lay ahead for the 
Christian Church. These very men 
would know the bitterness of perse- 
cution in days to come; some would 
be called upon to lay down their 
lives for Jesus’ sake. In the worst 
of the storm they would need as- 
surance; and the memory of the 
Christ who walked the sea would 
meet that need in all the future. 

The Christian Church has ridden 
the waves of ridicule, apostasy, per- 
secution, patronage, indifference, 
and still sails on. Sometimes her 
enemies have declared her end; but 
she has risen again above the bil- 
lows to confound their prophecies. 
This good ship will make the harbor; 
the important thing is to be aboard. 
Christ is the captain, and He will 
bring ship and crew safely to 
journey’s end. 

3. Peter’s experience reminds us 
of our personal storms and of the 
need for a reassuring Voice and a 
strong Arm to help us. The cireum- 
stances of life in this world are not 
all friendly to the Christian. There 
are not only the temptations and 
trials which are common to all, but 
special situations bring special 
pressures which sometimes seem 
overwhelming. 

How good it is to know that our 
gracious Lord is watching over us, 
eager to help when we most need 
Him! We may certainly trust our- 
selves to such love and power. For 
the same Christ who has given as- 
surance of the survival and success 
of His church, gives to each believ- 
ing heart the knowledge that He 
will never fail nor forsake them. 

END 
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Nave’s Topical Bible. Orville J. Nave. 
The Moody Press, Chicago. 1615p. 
$9.95. 

This republication of one of the Chris- 
tian worker’s most valuable tools will 
be welcomed by those who have been 
unable to secure it before. 

This is not an ordinary book. It is 
definitely a working tool. More than 
20,000 topics and subtopics relating to 
the Scriptures and 100,000 Scripture 
references are to be found here. It is 
the result of fourteen years of study and 
research. 

The topics are arranged alphabetically 
so that any topic can be easily located. 
Every verse in the Bible on a particular 
subject is brought together under a 
familiar heading and the verses are 
printed in full. This edition notes variant 
readings in the Revised Version. 

The value of this volume can best be 
seen by taking some topic as an illus- 
tration. If one is interested in studying 
what the Bible says concerning affiiction 
and adversity, he would turn up this 
subject under the A’s. There he would 
discover over five pages of unclassified 
Scriptures relating to the topic, followed 
by twenty-three pages of Scripture 
verses printed in full under the follow- 
ing subtopics: Benefits of, Benefits of 
illustrated, Consolation in, Deliverance 
from, Design of, Despondency in, Dis- 
pensation of God, from Satan, Impeni- 
tence in, As a judgment, Mocking at, 
Murmuring in, Obduracy in, Penitence 
in, Prayer in, Prayer in answered, Prayer 
for the afflicted, Resignation in, Resigna- 
tion in exemplified, Instances of resig- 
nation in. 

Could one think of a more exhaustive 
analysis of the subject of affliction and 
adversity? To carry the study further 
one could look up the subject “trouble” 
or “sorrow.” To make one’s study as sat- 
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isfactory as possible under each topic, 
there are cross references to similar 
topics. Even less common topics such as 
Diplomacy, Homicide, and Politics are 
similarly treated. 

This book is even more valuable than 
a concordance for many purposes, be- 
cause verses that relate to any given 
topic are included even though they 
may not contain the same word as the 
topic if they have the same idea. This 
work is called a “Bible” because it con- 
sists altogether of Bible verses without 
comment. 

Under most topics there is the sub- 
topic “instances of” which provides a rich 
source of Biblical illustrations. 

An index of 150 pages is found at 
the back of the book, listing each verse 
of Scripture to which reference is made 
in the volume. If a verse is used under 
several different topics, each use is 
noted so that one who wishes to have 
help on a single verse can easily find the 
subjects with which that verse is 
associated. 

Any Christian worker needing a quick 
method of finding out what the Bible 
teaches on any topic whatever will find 
this work an indispensable aid. Anyone 
looking for suggestions for sermons or 
Bible talks will find them aplenty here. 
This book is almost a necessity for 
Biblical preaching. 

H.W.O. 


Christian View of Men and Things. 
Gordon H. Clark. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
325p. $4.00. 

As a student some twenty years ago 
I studied The Christian View. of God and 
the World, by James Orr. That volume 
was a classic in the field of Christian 
philosophy. Gordon H. Clark has just 
written a volume, Christian View of 
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Men and Things which may well be a 
companion volume to that of James Orr. 
For the student who must think his way 
through the faith, for the intellect as- 
sailed by doubt, for the man confused 
by “the wise of this world,” this is the 
book. 

Gordon H. Clark is recognized as a 
scholar not only among believers but he 
has won the acclaim of the pagan world 
in the field of philosophy. Though they 
do not agree with him, they admire him 
for his point’ of view. It has been my 
pleasure to hear his name extolled in 
university circles by men who are not 
Christians. 

In this volume Dr. Clark takes us 
through the various fields of philosophi- 
cal thought and shows us that the only 
tenable position is that taught in the 
Word of God. Those of us who follow in 
the tradition of Augustine and Calvin 
will be particularly cheered as Christian 
View of Men and Things devastatingly 
points out that the only position that 
can be held with assurance is that of 
the Reformed theology. From the prem- 
ise of God’s sovereignty and omniscience, 
Clark points out how the Christian 
point of view is not only coherent but 
answers the questions asked by the 
inadequate systems of men. After estab- 
lishing his viewpoint Dr. Clark presents 
his case for the philosophy of history, 
the philosophy of politics, of ethics, of 
science, of religion, and the philosophy 
of knowledge. He cuts through the maze 
of philosophical prattle with the certainty 
of revealed truth. At every turn he 
smashes through the unbelief of the 
enemy showing that the problem is not 
of the intellect but of the will. 

Every student should have this volume 
as a new weapon in his arsenal of 
apologetics. 

R.L.K. 


The Book of Numbers. Charles R. Erd- 
man. Revell, Westwood, N. J., 1952. 
142p. $2.00. 

If Bible readers in general were asked 
to select the most uninteresting book of 
the Bible, Numbers would receive not 
a few votes. Yet Dr. Erdman, with his 
keen Biblical insight, has penerated to 
the heart of this book, and brought out 
its vitality. When you finish Dr. Erd- 
man’s book (or even while you are 
reading it), you will want to go back to 
Numbers and read it again, to see how 
you could have missed the fine spiritual 
truth it contains. 

Through his expositions on every book 
in the New Testament Dr. Erdman is 
known as a sound and careful exegete. 
With the publication of The Book of 
Numbers, he has~demonstrated now the 
same care for four fifths of the Penta- 
teuch (Genesis, Exodus, and Leviticus 
having been previously published). 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
.< evangelical nature, can 


purchased 
Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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The underlying basis of Dr. Erdman’s 
work is stated in his introduction: 
“However, the book is not only a record 
of past religious experiences; it is a 
guide for the people of God in the 
present day. It is rightly interpreted 
in the light of New Testament revela- 
tion. Its highest service is found by 
regarding it as a book of types and 
symbols and object lessons designed for 
the instruction of the followers of Christ 
(1 Cor. 10:11 )” (p. 9). 

To speak of types and symbols will 
doubtless cause some Bible students to 
shudder. Possibly that is because of the 
reckless way in which some Bible teach- 
ers have used the sacred text to support 
their flights of fancy (Dr. Erdman warns 
against this, cf. p. 96). Yet we must admit 
that the New Testament writers were 
not “above” typology. In this reviewer’s 
opinion, Dr. Erdman is here on solid, 
Scriptural ground, and he has avoided 
questionable excesses in his typology. 

Practical lessons for the Christian’s 
“earthly pilgrimage and warfare” are 
found on nearly every page. “This is the 
real character of jealousy,”. writes Dr. 
Erdman about Miriam (Num. 12). “It 
is in a true sense rebellion against the 
Most High. When we remember that 
talents and position and power are 
granted in the providence of God, it is 
real rebellion against His will to be 
envious of those to whom these powers 
or privileges have been assigned” (p. 
51f.). Concerning the spying-out of the 
land, he writes, “Prudence is not incon- 
sistent with trust in divine providence” 
(p. 54). On the brazen serpent passage 
he points out the necessity of the look 
of faith. “Let us remember that one was 
cured, not by looking at his wound or 
by looking to his neighbor, or by trust 
in a lifeless image. No one is saved by 
looking at his sin, or by comparing him- 
self with others, or by the power of any 
priest or sacrament or form. Faith is a 
personal and an individual experience” 
(p.. 101). The author goes on to point 
the reader to Christ for salvation. Con- 
cluding the exposition of the War against 
Midian, he writes, “War is always a 
scourge and a curse; but there are some 
worse things. One is slavery; another is 
uncontrolled and incurable immorality” 
(p. 130). Many of our present-day 
liberals, both in the Church and in the 
State, seem to have forgotten this! 

One misses the inclusion of the com- 
plete scripture text, which characterized 
Dr. Erdman’s New Testament exposition, 
but this doubtless was done in the inter- 
est of economy, with printing costs so 
high. Here and there, the source of a 
Scripture quotation has been omitted. 
Several statements will bring forth 
difference of opinion, particularly the 
ambiguous expression “the historian,” 
which begs the question of authorship 
(as, for example) in Num. 12:3; how- 
ever the general Mosaic authorship of 
Numbers is not disputed). These points 
will be quickly overlooked, in view of 
the great value of the book. 

Read it for your own devotional use; 
then use it as the basis for a series of 
studies in Numbers for your Sunday 
school class or your Bible study group. 

W.S.LS. 
NovEMBER 1952 
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THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
(Continued from page 19) 
thus handled, what is to be the fate 


of the rest of the New Testament 
and of the Old Testament. The 
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treatment men, practically at will, 
can set themselves up as judges of 
what is or what is not God’s Word. 
Herbert Farmer accordingly de- 
elares: ‘‘ When once we have set to 
one side the infallibility of the 
Seriptures, and have fully admitted 
that the Christian believer or theo- 
logian in his use of them must be 
guided in the last resort by his own 
conviction of truth, we admit in 
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guided in the last resort by ‘‘his 
own conviction of truth,’’ however, 
poses the question how these so- 
called ‘‘convictions of truth’’ are 
arrived at. If they are dealing with 
divine truth and are genuine ‘‘con- 
victions of truth,’’ they ean only be 
the result of the operation of the 
Spirit of God, for ‘‘the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God’’ (1 Cor. 2:11). If they are 
not genuine ‘‘convictions of truth”’ 
but of error, they are the result of 
man’s own fallible reasonings, and 
the content of Scripture remains 
unchallenged. If, on the other hand, 
Seriptural content is challenged, it 
must be by the Holy Spirit oper- 
ating through the believer (1 Cor. 
2:14). The real problem, then, is 
does the Spirit of God ever challenge 
the Word of God? How can He when 
He is everywhere presented as. the 
Author of Seripture (2 Sam. 23:1, 
2; 1 Pet. 1:10, 11; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21, 
ete.) ? 


THE TASK OF THEOLOGY INDICATED 


According to this critical view 
of Seripture, the task of theology 
becomes not one of setting down in 
systematic order the teaching of the 
Seripture as final authority on the 
various phases of revealed truth, but 
merely a matter of maintaining a 
state of strain between human 
eriticism of the content of Seripture 
on the one hand and the belief that 
there is within the Bible that which 
is the essential revelation of God’s 
truth on the other. A kind of per- 
petual game of hide-and-seek, in 
which one is never sure he has found 
what he is looking for, or if he has 
found it, that it will not vanish 
again. To quote Dr. Farmer again: 
‘*It is the task of theology, and that 
which gives its work vitality and 
value in every new generation, to 
keep these two things—the critical 
discrimination of the content of the 
Bible, and the faith that there is 
within that content that which is 
objectively and finally given—in 
continuous tension with one an- 
other’’ (p. 26). 

If this is indeed the task of 
theology, it seems surely a paltry 
task. And if a ‘‘theology of tension”’ 
is all that the Church could. offer a 
suffering and spiritually distraught 
world, already overwhelmed with 
paralyzing tensions, the. outlook 
would indeed be dark. But evan- 
gelicals can rejoice and be encour- 
aged that ‘‘we have a more sure 
word of prophecy’? whereunto we 
‘do well to take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise’’ in our hearts (2 Pet. 1:19). 
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GIVE A 


Christian Book 


A GIFT OF LASTING VALUE... 


Eternity Book Service suggests the following 
books as Christmas gifts. These have been 


our best sellers—they will enrich 


personal 


Christian experience, and will be an asset to 


one’s library. 


(Order early, as some of these books must be restocked 


from England, when the supply in this country is 


The 100 Texts by T. C. Hammond ........ 
A complete handbook on the con- 
troversy with the Church of Rome. 
New stock just received. 


The New Bible Handbook (IVCF) by 


exhausted.) 


G. T. Manley, General Editor ........... $4.00 (|) 


New up-to-date Handbook which 
combines a belief in plenary in- 
spiration with sound scholarship. 


The Life and Works of 

Flavius Josephus ... tech ihn gee ce 
Flavius Josephus was a Jewish his- 
torian who lived in the first Chris- 
tian century. This volume is a re- 
print of a very old edition. 


Biblical Demonology by 

Merrill F. Unger... 
Rated by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith as the 
most comprehensive study of the 
subject ever produced. 


World Crisis and the Prophetic 
Scriptures by Wilbur Smith 
Dr. Smith has given us another 
book of timely references to the 
great subject of Bible prophecy. 


The World's Religions. Edited by 

J. N. D. Anderson... 
No theological student should re- 
ceive a diploma without having 
read this book and written an 
essay on it. D.G.B. 


The Silence of God by 

Sir Robert Anderson.......... 
This is a Christian classic in its ninth 
edition. A welcome gift to be sure. 


First the Rapture by J. F. Strombeck.... 
The latest book on a tremendously 
vital subject. 


Amount Enclosed 


$5.95 [1 


$3.00 [7] 





STREET.............. 


Please send the above checked books to the following address. 


Remittance in full is enclosed: 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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THE BIBLE AS THE WORD OF GOD 

A sound view of the inspiration 
of the Bible as literally inerrant 
readily displays a definite sense in , 
which the Scriptures can and are 
called the Word of God. (Lk. 21:. 
28; Jas. 1:22; Heb. 4:12; ete.) be- 
cause through human instruments 
God wrote the Sacred Oracles, and 
they are therefore His written Word 
o> 55:11; Jer. 23:29; John 5:24; 
etc.). 

However, when criticism rejects 
this view and considers that men 
have a right to sit in discriminatory 
judgment on the Seriptures then, as 
Dr. Farmer points out, ‘‘the time- 
honored phrase, the Word of God, 
if we continue to use it, obviously 
ealls for a fresh exposition and 
definition’’ (p. 29). And the ‘‘fresh 
exposition and definition’’ can only 
be an emasculated definition, that 
means nothing more than that the 
Seripture only contains, but is not 
the Word of God. 

The Interpreter’s Bible itself 
uses the term ‘‘God’s Word.’’ Its 
claim on the jacket is that ‘‘it is 
the most complete and efficient 
working tool ever devised for the 
preaching and teaching of God’s 
Word.’’ But the spiritual Bible 
student, eager to hear ‘‘ What saith 
the Lord,’’ will have his doubts as 
to the validity of this claim when 
the work assumes such an attitude 
toward the Bible as the Word of 
God. 

It is true, to use the words of 
George Arthur Buttrick, ‘in the 
Editor’s Preface, that ‘‘no com- 
mentary on the Bible has appeared 
at a more crucial juncture in his- 
tory. We live at the end of an age. 
Accustomed patterns in statecraft 
and commerce, as in the church 
itself, are dissolving’’ (p. xxvii). 
But, it must be remembered amid 
this change and the consequent 
world-wide unrest and uncertainty, 
there is one thing that remains un- 
changed and unchangeable—‘‘the 
Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth forever’? (1 Pet. 1:23). 
Men’s denials that the Scriptures 
in toto are the Word of God does 
not change the fact that they are. 
Its editors and planners intended 
it to be a blessing and to ‘‘be used 
of God in the travail of our times,’’ 
to quote the editor again (p. xxvii). 
The Interpreter’s Bible will succeed 
in this goal only in proportion as 
it honors the Seriptures in their 
entirety as the Word of God. Noth- 
ing more nor less can meet the 
crucial needs of our day. Nothing 
more nor less has met the urgent 
needs of every other era of man’s 


storm-tossed career of sin. 
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Raipkh L. Keiper 
Contributing Editor 
Eternity 

Speaking Engagements 
@ November 4—IVCF, Temple Univer- 
sity (A.M.), Philadelphia, Pa.; November 
4, 5, 6—{P.M.) First Baptist Church, 
Altoona, Pa.; November 8—Malvern 
Youth for Christ, Malvern, Pa.; Novem- 
ber 11, 18—IVCF, Temple University 
(A.M.), Philadelphia, Pa.; November 30 


WINDOW OF THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 
ster, to participate in the laying on 
of hands. The high church branch 
of the Episcopal Church was out- 
raged. Bishop J. P. DeWolfe, of the 
Diocese of Long Island, made the 
following statement: ‘‘The renun- 
ciation of the Apostolic ministry 
carries its own inherent penalties, 
and this chureh stands to lose the 
Eucharist, as others have lost it in 
times past, as soon as we relax our 
hold on the Apostolic ministry. Our 
heritage is Catholic and Apostolic, 
because we hold—as God expects us 
to hold earnestly—the faith of the 
Apostles’ teaching and the sacra- 
ments of the Apostles’ fellowship. 
It is no less than criminal for the 
Church to countenance in her clergy, 





—Grece Chapel, Ockment, Pe. a behavior which would suggest that 











A MOST WONDERFUL THING HAS HAPPENED 


GOD HAS SPOKEN 


Do you know what He has said? 
Do you know His Word? 
You can know it! Our excellent Bible Study Leaflets will open His Word to you. They cover 


important subjects of Scripture—just what you need for your Bible Study Group. Let us 
send you our descriptive folder by mail without obligation. 


MISSIONARIES can now get these wonderful lessons, free 
and post paid, in FRENCH, SPANISH and JAPANESE. 


THE UNION BIBLE STUDY ASSOCIATION 
2635 LENAPE ROAD Write today to—Box Y PHILADELPHIA 31, PA. 








CUNT DOW DG WHT TG WHT DG WHT OG WHS OG WUT O CWT OCW OD 














The long-awaited 
LARGE TYPE EDITIONS ARE BACK! 


DAILY LIGHT 


on the 


DAILY PATH 


A Harper Devotional Book 
Size 4Y_”" x 542” 
For the first time in a decade the unrivalled book 
of Daily Bible Readings is available in the large- 
type editions. Morning and Evening topics and 
texts and readings for special days and occa- 
sions are in the very words of Scripture. 










Specimen of Large-Type , 
‘| He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his names 


Small-Type Vest-Pocket Editions 
Size 2 11/16” x 4 3/8” 


No. 1301 —Bible paper, black cloth. $2.00 








Large-Type Editions Size 4%" x 51,” 


No. 1701 — Bible paper, 


black cloth. $3.50 No. 1306 — Bible paper, leather, 
: red under gold. $3.50 
No. 1704 — Bible paper, No. 1306x — India paper, leather, 
fabrikoid, amber edges. $4.75 red under gold. $4.50 
No. 1706 — Bible paper, genuine No. 1317x — India paper, Morocco, 
leather, red under gold edges. $6.00 leather-lined, overlapping 
covers, gold edges. $6.50 
No. 1706x — India paper, genuine No. 1318x——Maroon, 1320x—Red 
leather, red under gold edges. $7.50 (same as 1317x) ea. $7.00 


At your bookstore 


‘>a< HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers ° N. Y. 16500 
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God’s holy and revealed will for 
the Apostolic ministry, the Apos- 
tolic sacraments, the church, and 
man’s redemption and eternal sal- 
vation, allows expediency rather 
than the necessity to be found 
faithful to be taken as our guide in 
the defense, maintenance, and prop- 
agation of our Catholic and Apos- 
tolic heritage.”’ 

In plain words, the Bishop be- 
lieves that God saves men only 
through priests of the Episcopal 
(and probably the Roman) church, 
and that ordination by men really 
has some relationship to redemption 
and salvation. From a Biblical point 
of view, sacramental ordination is 
a damnable heresy, just as bad when 
spoken by an Episcopal clergyman 
as when spoken by a Romanist 
clergyman. Fortunately the Holy 
Spirit is not bound by men. 
SUPPRESSION IN ITALY 

The Protestant Church of Christ 
was ordered by the Italian Govern- 
ment on September 15th to close its 
22 branches in Italy until it received 
official permission to operate. Italian 
officials said such permission might 
take years to obtain. We hold no 
brief for the doctrines of this par- 
ticular denomination, for they are 
an extremely narrow group, cen- 
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J. M. HALL, INC. 


14 West 40th Street, New York 18, New York 
Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
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In The Book of Psalms’’ 


by 

Erling C. Olsen 
DD own through the ages, the 
¥| Psalms have been the 
i) voice of the human heart. Their 
[£1 poetry has put into words the sin- 
j| cerest worship, the deepest longing, 
the greatest joy the soul can know. 
pone own heart will re- 
spond with a new joy to 
the beauty and inspiration of the 
Psalms as you read Mr.- Olsen’s 
“Meditations.” He has proved beyond 
all doubt that the Psalms are for our 
times as well as for the ages past. 


arge money-saving edi- 
tion! Formerly in two vol- 
umes — now one handy volume of 
over 1,000 pages for just $6.50! Beau- 


tiful cloth binding. 
ORDER TODAY from your bookstore, or Dept. E 


Loizeaux Brothers, Inc. 
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tered mostly in Texas, which holds ber 1. For information write: Evan- 
the doctrine of baptismal regenera-  gelistic Sermon Contest, Sword of 
tion. But the principle behind the the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 

suppression of the denomination is 





a bad one. 7 tn color with ort work 
The reason for the action is that and appropriate scrip- 

the evangelists of the group have # ture. Enclose o gospel 

been very zealous and have baptized message with your 

more than a thousand Roman Catho- Christmas cards. 

lies in the years since the war. The SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


Ww ; . o 4 , i ; xs 
laws ign ee Government permis THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND: BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


sion for ministers and churches to 
operate were adopted in 1929 and 
1930 during the Fascist regime. The 
Church of Christ will appeal on the 
basis of the Italian Constitution of 
1947, which guaranteed freedom of 
religion and assembly and contained 
a clause stating any existing (Fas- 
cist) laws in conflict with the new 
constitution must be superseded by 
new legislation within one year. 
Actually, few Italian laws have been 
amended since the new constitution. 
We must realize that Italy is in no 

sense a democracy, but that it is Ree as een 
governed by a party largely domi- 
nated by clerical supporters. 








Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


@ November 3, 4—Baltimore School of 
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0 restore bible preac ing to its Bible Conference, Second Mennonite 
rightful place and authority among Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; November 22, 
Christians is having an evangelistic 23—Bible Conference, Mennonite Church, 


sermon contest offering a first prize Sa, Sas ae See 











of $250. The contest closes Decem- Avenue Bible Church, Oceanside, L. 1. 


TRAVELING TOWARD SUNRISE 


By Mrs. CHartes E. COWMAN 


This veteran missionary and world traveler now gives 
her devoted public a true companion to her earlier 
masterpiece, Streams in the Desert. Traveling Toward 
Sunrise, newest and best of her contributions to the 
devotional field, contains a year of daily meditations 
which impart spiritual strength, serenity and nobleness 
of purpose. Let your life be spirit-filled with the aid of 
this daily manna of God’s love and grace.......... $2.50 
By the same author 

STREAMS IN THE DESERT, famous companion book of 
Daily Devotional Readings......................... $2.25 
365 daily devotional cap- MOUNTAIN TRAILWAYS FOR YOUTH, a daily devo- 
soles of spiritual revival tional book for young christians.................... $2.00 


power, fruit of a long, 


victorious Christian life. Order today from your Christian Bookstore 
COWMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
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SPEND THE WinTeR IN FLORIDA 


ENJOY WONDERFUL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP! 


WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCES 


ON THE BEAUTIFUL WEST COAST OF FLORIDA 


UNEXCELLED TOURIST ACCOMMODATIONS 


— the winter season with us—Hear many of America’s leading Bible expositors, 
and singers—splendid accommodations in our guest department—wholesome 
meals—beautiful buildings—tropical campus overlooking Clearwater Bay and Gulf of 
Mexico—rates are reasonable—write today for “Bible Conference Bulletin,” address 
Dr. W. T. Watson, Pres. 
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PAS-CAL PRODUCTS 


NOTE CONTENT & POTENCIES OF THE 


PAS-CAL VITAMIN MINERAL 
DIETARY SUPPLEMENT 


32 Elements 
LISTED BELOW 


If you are paying much more for a 


comparable formula, our price of 
$6.85 should be good news to your 
pocketbook. 


HI-POTENCY 
MULTI-VITAMINS 


Contains 22 Elements 
Each day’s supply of three tablets 
(one with each meal) furnishes: 
Vitamin A (palmitate) ........ 25500 U.S.P. 
Vitamin D (irr. Ergosterol)....1200 U.S.P. 








Vitamin B-1 mg 
Vitamin B-2 mg 
BI 000003: mg 


Niacinamide 
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Vitamin 
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Calcium Pantothenate .................... 9 mg 
Choline (Choline citrate)................. 9 mg 
Folic Acid 1.5 mg 
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DN de> cote bacarte-d nbshadigasiabans sich 0.003 mg 
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Liver ‘Whole dried) 
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Alfalfa Juice Concentrate................ 1 gr 
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MULTI-MINERALS 


Contains 10 Minerals 
Each day’s supply of six tablets 
(two with each meal) furnishes: 





Ae RS HERO 1000 mg 
(bone meal, dicalcium phosphate) 
ge ee 700 mg 
(bone meal, dicalcium phosphate) 
Iron (Ferrous gluconate) ............. 22 mg 
Cobalt (Cobalt sulphate) ............ 0.1 mg 
Copper (Copper sulphate)........... 0.1 mg 
Fluorine (Bone medl).................... 0.1 mg 
NG I isin disiainis ki snsgcrsroees 0.2 mg 
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RII (5 cdsscchafensschcceassascoacsnesscd 1.5 mg 
Nickel (Nickel sulphate)................ 0.1 = 
Zine (Zine sulphate) .................... 0.1 m 


UNIT OF THREE BOTTLES 
One of Multi-Vita 270 
oo ee i. oe 


Designed as a 30-day supply. Can be 
and in Vitamin-Mineral 
balance. 


ALL POTENCIES GUARANTEED 


Free Goctetne folder Bd —— Vitamin 
os Mineral products. Mail orders 
= postage paid. (Add 3c tax, 


Send your order today to 
PAS-CAL COMPANY 
BOX 203-E ALTADENA, CALIF. 








NOVEMBER 1952 


39 











TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 14) 

of man?’ Let the campaign be de- 
cided not according to the special 
favors we promise Americans but 
according to the sacrifices we ask of 
them in justifying our favored posi- 
tion in this world.’’ 


Now a Christian knows that the 
problem as it has been stated here 
will never be answered by man. In 
fact, the Christian view of history 
is that man must continue in his 
destructive way until it has been 
demonstrated before all the universe 
that man can ultimately do nothing 
for man, and that the only true hope 
of the world is in the return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to this world to 
overcome its chaos by the force of 
His divine intervention. 


But while we wait for that desired 
solution we must be very practical, 
and we must understand that we 
have no right to sit around, but that 
we must do our very best to main- 
tain peace throughout the world, 
and to meet the problem which has 
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for 


°T CHRISTMAS 


and your record 


K listening pleasure 


ALBUMS OF SACRED RECORDINGS 


T The Messiah by the Handel Ora- 
torio Society, Augustana College 
$4.95 


B-5 Redd Harper, “Mr. Texas’ Him- 
self. Three of the Harper favorites 
$3.92 


B-11 Paul Mickelson (organ). Six Christ- 
mas carols $3.92 


P Chimes at Christmas Time (Organ 
chimes). Six carol favorites $4.95 


The above in 78 RPM record albums. 
Send for catalog of over 300 Religious Records 


Order from your local bookstore or 


bone Raceprore Teese 


206 E. Willow, Wheaton, Ill. 





been so very well presented in these 
paragraphs. 


Which political party and which 
candidate is best fitted to do the 
purely human job that a President 
of the United States and his admini- 
stration will be called upon to do? 


Before we consider the individuals 
let us consider the parties. Beyond 
any question the men who have run 
the foreign policy of the United 
States during the past twenty years 
have been incompetent to a very 
high degree. The present admini- 
stration is the continuation of the 
men of Yalta with its compromises 
with Russia, the party of indecision, 
the party which allowed China to be 
lost by default. The men of the 
present administration are the men 
who allowed our great power—the 
greatest military power in the world 
in 1945—to be whittled down to the 
point where we are already a poor 
second to Russia which, seven short 
years ago, was bled white at the end 
of a terrible war with Germany, of 
which she bore the brunt on her own 





THEOLOGICAL BOOKS 


. . new and used, fair prices. Catalogues 
free twice monthly. Write to England's 
leading Evangelical booksellers. 


The LAMP PRESS, Ltd. 
Dept. E, 6, Old Town, London, S.W. 4, England 





YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 


SUBSTITUTES 
Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $35- 
$150.00 | a po We cooperate a with 


lett. 





Missions. 
We get you reports of your wale. Write 
for information. 


Missionary Prayer League, ! 








89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 











CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Board. 
Dignified, effective, and economical. 
Over 7,000 IN USE, increase attend- 
ance, interest and collections. Write 
today for Illus. Catalog SI, H. F. 
Winters Specialty Company, Daven- 
port, lowa. 
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Women’s Christian Medical College 
Ludhiana, India 

Training young Indian women to become 

doctors, nurses, dispensers, mid-wives 
The new Government of India is demanding 
an upgrading of this medical college by 1952. 
If this is not done it will mean = 
sound evangelical work of over fifty y 
will be curtailed. We need funds AT ONCE 
for equipment, scholarships, our Surgeon's 








salary. 
Miss Lucy Powel, Sec.-Treas., R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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territory. The bankrupt haberdasher 
of Kansas City had placed in his 
hands problems with which he was 
no more fitted to cope than you and 
I would be if someone placed in our 
hands the formula for the construc- 
tion of an atomic bomb and asked 
us to proceed to its solution and the 
manufacture of the bomb. The loss 
of China to the Reds is sufficient 
eause for throwing the Democratic 
party out of power. 


Within the nation the Democratic 
power has proved itself to be the 
party of intense moral corruption. 
The President, himself, began his 
service as the successor of F. D. 
Roosevelt, by discharging an honest 
Federal District Attorney who had 
convicted his political cronies, and 
replaced him with a party hack who 
allowed corruption to regain its hold 
in Kansas City. Congressional in- 
vestigations have traced graft and 
corruption into the White House 
itself, and while none of it has 
touched the President personally, 
it has smeared his closest friends 
and associates. It has even been 
recognized that the Attorney Gen- 
eral had countenanced the quashing 
of investigations which would have 
exposed the fact that many influ- 
ential Democrats—strangely enough 
they were mostly Roman Catholic 
politicians—had been able to get 
along without paying more than 
token taxes. 


When we leave the party and 
come down to the individual men, 
we find two candidates that are with- 
out moral reproach. Seldom in the 
history of our nation have we had 
two men so finely prepared by 
character, intelligence, and quality 
of leadership. Again I say that the 
nation will be far better governed 
in 1953 than it has been for more 
than twenty years. 


But there are several reasons why 
I am going to vote for General 
Eisenhower rather than for Gov- 
ernor Stevenson. We need a man in 
the-Presidency who has many dif- 
ferent qualities. Eisenhower seems 
to possess most of these qualities in a 
way that is superior to that of his 
opponent. The President of the 
United States needs to be a good 
organizer. Eisenhower has proved to 
be one of the great organizers of 
this century. The President of the 
United States needs to be a man 
who ean take men of widely diversi- 
fied interests and fuse them into a 
smooth unity which can~work for 
the good of the country. .It was the 
universal testimony of those who 
surrounded Ike in England that he 
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was able to harness stallions with 
jack-asses and make them pull to- 
gether. He had the courage of his 
convictions and was willing to send 
back to America men who did not 
live up to the rigid standards which 
he had set. The President of the 
United States is going to need great 
insight into international affairs. 
Eisenhower was able to make the 
heads of all the Allied governments 
work together smoothly during the 
war, and has managed the various 
units in the armies of the Atlantic 
pact with discretion and power, 
winning the friendship of all. He is 
proven in all of these fields. 

The President of the United States 
must be capable of making very im- 
portant decisions, and, sometimes, 
making them very rapidly. Dulles 
recently stated to the press, ‘‘I must 
in all honesty say that Stevenson 
lacks the experience, the stature, 
and the power of decision in great 
world matters which is necessary to 
save our nation.’’ He amplified the 
latter part of his statement as fol- 
lows: ‘‘I do not believe anyone with- 
out past experience in making grave 
decisions can all of a sudden be 
qualified to make the type of grave 
decision that is going to be required 
in this twilight zone between war 
and peace. General Eisenhower, as 
a result of his experience, has de- 
veloped and demonstrated that 
capacity. It is at least highly prob- 
lematic whether Governor Stevenson 
has the capacity.”’ 


Those who were around the 
General in his days of commanding 
the forces of the free world against 
the might of Nazism, tell of his 
calmness in the face of great deci- 
sions, of his attitude in the days 
before launching the attack on 
Normandy. He knew that on his 
word hung the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of our sons and brothers, 
and he faced all the decisions with 
the highest responsibility and grav- 
ity, made the decisions and made 
them right. Churchill even recalls 
how Ike overruled him on some 
points and was willing to stand up 
against all the political forces of the 
world when it came to backing his 
own decisions as to what would be 
best for our country. 


All this would be enough for me 
to vote for Eisenhower as the better 
of two very good men. But there is 
one more point which is outstand- 
ing for me personally. There is a 
religious question which every Chris- 
tian must consider. One phase of it 
is negative, another phase is positive. 


Let me quote Time magazine: 
‘‘For two weeks Adlai Stevenson 
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On the Foreign Mission Field... 
On the Home Field... — 


“I certainly appreciate receiving the subscrip- 
tion to ETeRNiTy. Already I have clipped a 
number of articles which I intend to keep. I 
feel sure that my ministry will be enriched by 
the reading of your magazine.” 


A MICHIGAN MINISTER 
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us to send complimentary subscriptions of ETERNITY to 
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CHURCH SERVICE Hymwe 


Favorite hymns, beloved for 75 years .. . fresh 
new popular songs . . . hymns that strengthen the 
evangelistic fervor of your day ... favorite gospel 
songs . .. 448 numbers in all, provide the right 
song or hymn for your every service. 

More than 7,000 churches now use this successful book. 
Only $1.45 per copy postpaid, $1.20 per 100 plus shipping 
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WHICH CHURCH 
IS YOURS 





“Our little church has been without a pastor since 1941. 
Our membership has fallen to a low figure during this time, 
but we do have a fair church building. At present we have 
occasional services when the Sunday School Missionary in 
this part of the state is able to be with us. Enclosed is our 
application for the Portable Church Services.’’"—Colorado 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES are not like radio broadcasts. 
They are not recordings of some other Church service. The 
Portable Church Services are specially prepared for groups 
without pastors or preachers who wish to conduct and to 
participate in a Church service. A special Introductory Sub- 
scription for 3 months is available. Write for details. 


DOES YOUR CHURCH HAVE A PASTOR? Have you thought 
about those who do not enjoy the blessings you do? Would 
you like to share your privileges with them? Read about 
what one couple decided to do! 


“My husband and | want to finance a Portable Church 
Service unit for a group that cannot afford to pay for one. 
In the past five years it has 
been necessary for us to 
travel a great deal to out-of- 
the-way places. And although 
our Bible was with us for per- 
sonal study, we soon became 
hungry and lonely for the 
fellowship of church services 
and the teaching of God's 
Word. So we consider it a 
great privilege if we can help 
a little in this wonderful work 
you are doing.”—Texas 











Send your name and address fo re- 
ceive a pamphlet describing the Serv- 
ices with full information and prices. 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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kept the Democratic party guessing 
about his choice of a national chair- 


man... . Stevenson acting entirely 
on his own, chose a new face, 
Stephen A. Mitchell. . . . Mitchell is 


a Roman Catholic, which is almost 
a requirement for the job of Demo- 
cratic national chairman. . . . In 
1932 he moved to Chicago, set him- 
self up as a corporation lawyer, 
soon had a lucrative practice. His 
best-known client is Samuel Cardinal 
Stritch, Archbishop of Chicago. 
Mitchell became friendly with Ste- 
venson in 1945, when the two men 
would sit up late at night talking 
law. Mitchell helped persuade Ste- 
venson to run for governor in 
pt 


The positive phase concerns the 
personal faith of the two candidates. 
Stevenson is a Unitarian. That 
means that he is not a Trinitarian— 
and does not believe in Jesus Christ 
as God, nor in the Holy Spirit as the 
third Person of the Godhead. Eisen- 
hower has well expressed his simple 
faith on several occasions. It is not 
a very well-informed faith, from the 
point of view of a Bible-taught 
Christian, but it is in line with 
Christian principles. Eisenhower 
entered the life of an army officer 
and spent some forty years in army 
posts where he attended church 
services addressed by army chap- 
lains, whose religion is generally 
ethical rather than theological. From 
many points of view Eisenhower 
never had a chance to know the 
Gospel as we know it. He has fre- 
quently shown, however, that he is 
a very devout man, and a believer 
in the simple principles of faith. The 
fact that his mother attended the 
meetings of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
for about four months before. her 
death, at a time when her famous 
son was thousands of miles away, in 
no wise affects him. 


Put all this together and you 
have an unproven Governor to bal- 
ance against Eisenhower, a proven 
general, a great executive, and a 
man of decision. You have Hisen- 
hower, a man of quiet and simple 
faith, against the positive negation 
of a man who is managed by the 
corporation lawyer who handles the 
legal affairs of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


Both party and man are superior 
in the weighing of the balance. And 
it is for these reasons that I am 
going to vote for Eisenhower for 
President, and hope that many of 
you who read this will pass this 
article on to friends who might be 
wavering. Ewp 
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‘sible in others for the missionary 


to enter and work, radio keeps right 
on crossing all frontiers and leaping 
all barriers. There can never be an 
‘‘iron curtain’’ to missionary radio, 
which means that the Church can 
still carry on its work for the Gospel 
world-wide despite dictators, disas- 
ters, and disorders. The work can go 
on, even when the local worker has 
to leave. This is a mighty factor in 
the fight for freedom against Com- 
munism! The Church should exploit 
its advantage to the full. After hav- 
ing been so slow to carry out the 
global implications of Christ’s com- 
mand to His Church ‘‘Go ye into 
all the world,’’ we can ‘‘go’’ world- 
wide today by radio, helping to 
speed the message to lost men and 
nations. In fact, the message of 
light ean travel by radio at the speed 
of light, 186,000 miles per second, 
te reach out instantaneously to 
those who have receivers, anywhere! 


The ability of missionary radio 
to reach the masses is, perhaps, one 
of its greatest virtues. With so many 
millions of earth’s population illiter- 
ate and unable to read the Gospel 
message even when translators and 
colporteurs after long arduous 
labors do get the printed Word of 
God to them, the missionary has 
often suffered a real and _heart- 
breaking handicap heretofore. Now 
through listening to crystal or small 
receivers these unfortunate illiter- 
ates have a chance to hear the Word 
over the air with radio backing up 
all other missionary methods. The 
whole genius of missionary broad- 
casting can be summed up in the 
Seripture: ‘‘Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.’’ Ours is the task of getting 
men everywhere to hear by flesh and 
blood . missionaries, and radio re- 
ceivers, phonograph recordings, and 
evei'y audio-visual method. The Holy 
Spirit must-do the convicting and 
converting. 


Pushing forward with holy desire 
to see God’s blueprint of world 
evangelism in Acts 1:8 soon ac- 
complished, HCJB moves steadily 
toward its latest and largest goal— 
100,000 watts of total radio power 
in its transmitters. It is hoped that 
with new curtain type antennas 
even ten to fifteen times this greater 
signal strength can be achieved, 
actually blasting the Gospel message 
to the ‘‘uttermost part.’’ Every 
missionary will tell you of the vast 
number of ‘‘unreachable’’ souls in 
his field ; those whose fanaticism and 
pride breed such hatred and disdain 
in.their hearts for the missionary 


NovemBer 1952 


that they will scarcely look at him, 
much less talk to him or enter his 
Gospel hall. But here again, radio 
serves the cause of Christ aptly and 
ably by penetrating into the homes 
of all classes of people, to each one 
presenting the claims of Christ at- 
tractively, repeatedly, and in pri- 
vacy. There is no kind of ‘‘curtain’’ 
that can keep missionary radio out! 


The Master’s Missionary Program 
Can Be Accomplished! 


‘‘The field is the world,’’ the 
Master said, giving us our mission- 
ary map. ‘‘Ye are my witnesses,’’ 
He declared to His disciples, indi- 
eating His missionary personnel. 
‘‘Oceupy till I come’’ was His 
challenging admonition, suggesting 
His timetable. 


In the eleventh hour of this age 
of grace, with very little time prob- 
ably left to us for service, it be- 
hooves every believer at home and 
abroad to be literally ‘‘thrust 
forth’’ as a reaper into the whit- 
ened harvests of his community and 
the world. Only the Lord of the 
harvest can do this, and He wants 
and waits to do it now! For every 
one of us there is something to do— 
Pray, Give, or Go! For the trained 
and consecrated young person who 
loves his Master and lost souls 
supremely there is always a place 
for service (Mt. 20:6). 


Multiplying the usefulness of 
each such consecrated worker in 
garnering precious sheaves at home 
and abroad, stands a new and useful 
group of harvest implements— 
unique to the 20th century: Gospel 
recordings - and films, scientific lin- 
guistics, aviation, and radio. Never 
replacing but always abetting the 
flesh and blood missionary, each of 
these methods has reaped and will 
continue to reap souls for Christ. 
Among these, radio has a tremen- 
dous ministry. In the Philippines, 
in Central and South America, in 
Africa, Europe, and elsewhere, mis- 
sionary broadcasting is going on 
under the blessing of God, backed 
up by the prayers and gifts of 
thousands of ‘‘understanding’’ (1 
Chron. 12:32) Christian friends who 
have caught the vision of getting 
the missionary job done. They, with 
their missionary colleagues, believe 
that the reaching of the last soul 
for Christ can and must, yea, will 
be done in this generation if we, as 
professed disciples of The First 
Great Missionary, will set ourselves 
to the gigantic task with enough 
zealous determination to win and 
enough sacrificial consecration to 


s-pply the men and means for 
victory ! 

Toward this end, HCJB dedicates 
itself anew, praying that where its 
message is now heard only as a ° 
“‘whisper’’ it shall soon ‘‘sound 
forth—to the bounds of the earth’’ © 
with a shout! Today’s glowing op- 
portunity for world outreach may 
never come again. We must ‘‘go 
forward’’ on every field now using 
everything at our disposal, ‘‘by all 
means to save some.’’ God is ready 
and waiting for us to move ahead! 
“Speak ... that they go forward’’ 
(Ex. 14:15). 
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Fifty-two times each year THE 
ALLIANCE WEEKLY will come into 
your home. 

A mature religious magazine de- 
voted to the promotion of spiritual 
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REVISED STANDARD VERSION 

(Continued from page 7) 
to speak of the ‘‘long’’ and the 
‘‘short’’ chronology for the sojourn 
in _Egypt. According to the one, the 
sojourn was 430 years, according 
to the other it was 215 years. The 
difference is due to the fact that 
according to Sam and Gk (two of 
the authorities appealed to in sup- 
port of the insertion at Gen. 4:8), 
the 430 years include the 215 years 
which the patriarchs spent in 
Canaan before the descent into 
Egypt. The Sam has ‘‘in the land 
of Canaan and in Egypt,’’ the Gk 
‘‘in Egypt and in the land of 
Canaan.’’ This is an important 
variation. The Ussher Chronology 
which still appears in some editions 
of AV adopted the Short Chonol- 
ogy, i., it followed Sam against 
the Hebrew text. AV and ARV 
ignore these various readings, which 
is in accord with their policy 
of basing their translation on the 
Hebrew and using the versions ex- 
clusively, or nearly so, for the pur- 
pose of interpreting it. But it is 
little short of amazing that RSV 
which appeals to the Versions hun- 
dreds of times and usually or nearly 
always places their rendering in 
the text, should completely ignore 
this important variation. We would 
be tempted to regard the omission 
of a marginal note as a printer’s or 
editor’s slip, were it not that there 
is no break in the sequence of the 
footnotes, such as occurs in Isa. 
26-27 (RSV, p. 734). 

Ps. 51:8, ‘‘Fill me with joy and 
gladness,’’ instead of ‘‘Cause me to 
hear joy and gladness’? (AV, 
ARV). ‘‘Fill’’ does not represent 
a newly discovered meaning of the 
Heb verb. It is the result of a change 
in the text, the change of a M into 
a B. The familiar rendering ‘‘cause 
me to hear’’ is supported by both 
Gk and Vg, two of the principal 
versions often referred to in the 
notes. The rendering ‘‘fill’’ has the 
support only of Syr. This is sig- 
nificant because the Syriac language 
is Semitic and closely resembles the 
Hebrew; and the same change of 
M to B in the Syriac would and 
does give the rendering of the RSV 
text. Gk which is centuries older 
than Syr agrees with the Heb. The 
only difference is that ‘‘cause me to 
hear’’ is somewhat poetic and figura- 
tive, while ‘‘fill’’ is more nearly 
literal. But by adopting ‘‘fill’’ RSV 
adds to its list of passages which 
are in need of reconstruction be- 
eause the Hebrew is ‘‘often desper- 
ately corrupt.”’ 

Ps. 73:1, ‘‘Truly God is good to 
the upright, to those who are pure 


in heart,’’ has the margin, ‘‘Or 
Truly God is good to Israel, to those 
who are pure in heart.’’ The simple 
‘‘or’’ indicates that this change has 
no support in the versions. It also 
suggests or implies that this is 
simply a different rendering of the 
Heb. Such an inference would be 
mistaken. The RSV rendering is 
obtained in the following way. In 
defiance of its oft cited Versions, 
all of which have ‘‘Israel,’’ RSV 
cuts the word ‘‘Israel’’ in two, 
dividing it into YaSHaR and. ’eL, 
i.e., into ‘‘upright’’ and ‘‘God.’’ 
This it would justify by the claim 
that it makes no change in the Con- 
sonantal Text,* but simply pro- 
nounces and renders it differently. 
But more is involved than this, 
radical as such a change in render- 
ing would be. Following the Hebrew 
order this verse reads ‘‘Truly good 
to Israel is God (Elohim), to the 
clean of heart.’’ If ‘‘Israel’’ is 
divided into YaSHaR (upright) 
and ’eL (God), then ‘‘God”’ is 
named twice in this verse, as both El 
and Elohim. But RSV has **God’’ 
only once. So either El or Elohim 
is omitted. There is no indication of 
this m the note, which makes it 
both misleading and inadequate. 

Ps. 2:11f., ‘‘with trembling kiss 
his feet’’ is the RSV substitute for 
‘‘and rejoice with trembling. Kiss 
the Son’? (AV; ARV, son). In 
order to understand this rendering 
it is necessary to refer to the Hebrew 
words which are rendered ‘‘and 
rejoice ...son.’’ They may be trans- 
literated as follows: WeGiYIuW 

.. BaR. ‘‘His feet’’ is RaGLaYwW. 
This is secured by placing the word 

*For the benefit of the reader who does not 
know Hebrew, a word of explanation will be 
helpful. Hebrew, being a Semitic language dif- 
fers from the Indo-European family of languages 
in a number of ways. The most fundamental is 
the root. Unlike them, the Hebrew root consists 
entirely of consonants of which it ordinarily has 
three. Hence Triconsonantaliem is distinctive of 
Hebrew roots. It is the root which gives the 
basic meaning of the word. The vowels and 
various formative additions simply modify or ap- 
ply the root meaning. E.g., GDL expresses the 
idea of “great”. It may be pronounced in 
several different ways :GaDaL (he became great). 
GoDel (greatness), GaDoL (great [as adiec- 
tive]), the small letters supplying the vowels 
needed to pronounce the word. Similarly MiG- 
DaL means a “tower” (great place) ; HiGDaLTa 
means “Thou hast made great”. When Hebrew 
was a spoken language these vowels or “point- 
ings” were not needed, because the syntax of the 
sentence would usually make the meaning clear 
to anyone who knew Hebrew. The vowel-points 
were added, centuries after the OT canon was 
closed by Jewish scholars (the Massoretes) for 
the purpose of ns amg the exact pronuncia- 
tion. They jent and Juabl 
tradition whieh is not lightly to be disregarded. 
But the pointings supplied by the Massoretes in 
the Massoretic Text are to be distinguished from 
the Consonantal Text and do not have its Divine 
authority. Even today the scrolls used in Jewish 
synagogues are “unpointed.” 

N.B. In the word YaSHaR which is referred 
to in discussing Ps. 73:1 SH represents a single 
consonant in Hebrew which can be pronounced 
either S, as in YiSRa’eL or SH as in YaSHaR. 
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BaR, which follows WeGiYLuW 
and is separated from it by several 
words, before it. If this is done and 
the vowels are omitted, we secure 
BRWGYLW. By transposing two 
consonants and dropping one W. 
the result is BRGLYW, which can 
be read BeRaGLaYW. This would 
be literally ‘‘in his feet,’’ the Be 
representing the preposition ‘‘in.’’ 
But in Hebrew the verb ‘‘kiss’’ is 
usually construed with the preposi- 
tion LZ meaning ‘‘to’’ (kiss to his 
feet) or with the simple accusative 
of the direct object, as in ‘‘kiss the 
son.’’ Consequently the B must 
either be dropped or changed to L. 
It is in this way that the RSV 
rendering, ‘‘kiss his feet,’’ is se- 
cured. 


This reading of the text of RSV 
is described in the margin as ‘‘en,”’ 
which means that there is no evi- 
dence in either mss. or. vers. in 
support of it. It was first proposed 
some fifty years ago by two German 
scholars. If it were correct, the 
further statement of the margin, 
‘The Hebrew of 11b and 12a is un- 
certain,’? would be very mild, to 
say the least. Such juggling with 
the text as is required by the ‘‘en’’ 
could only be justified on the ground 
that the Hebrew is ‘‘desperately 
corrupt’’ and that desperate meas- 
ures must be employed to heal it. 
But there is no sufficient warrant 
for the assertion that the Hebrew 
is uncertain. Origen undoubtedly 
had before him the same text as we 
have today; and while the ancient 
versions had difficulty in translating 
these words, it seems fairly clear 
that they had the same text before 
them as Origen did. The only real 
difficulty is with the word BaR. It 
is the usual Aramaic word for 
‘‘son’’; the regular Hebrew word 
is BeN. That an Aramaic word, in 
this case a very common one, should 
be used in this psalm is not nearly 
so strange as might at first be sup- 
posed. Hebrew and Aramaic are two 
closely related Semitic languages. 
The Hebrews and the Aramaeans 
(Syrians) were in more or less close 
contact with one another for cen- 
turies. The recently discovered Ras 
Shamra tablets show that the lan- 
guage spoken by Israel’s northern 
neighbors at about the time of 
Joshua, closely resembled Biblical 
Hebrew and had some quite marked 
Aramaic features. The idea that 
‘‘Aramaisms’’ in Hebrew are a 
proof of late date will have to be 
greatly modified in view of recent 
discoveries. But there is a special 
reason for believing that BaR may 
be the Aramaic word for ‘‘son.’’ 
In vs. 9 the rendering ‘‘you shall 
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break’’ assumes that ‘‘break’’ repre- 
sents the Aramaic form of a verb 
which is more common in Hebrew in 
a slightly different form. The Gk 
Jerome and Syr pronounce the word 
differently (i.e., with different vow- 
els) and render by ‘‘thou shalt 
shepherd,’’ which may have the 
sense of ‘‘rule’’ or ‘‘feed’’—a good 
Hebrew word and a meaning which 
makes excellent sense. This render- 
ing finds support in Rev. 2:27; 
12:5; 19:15. But RSV accepts the 
‘‘Aramaic’’ rendering ‘‘break’’ 
without demur ; and it adds no foot- 
note to call attention to the fact 
that three of its important and oft- 
cited versions support another ren- 
dering. Yet it is so opposed to the 
idea that BaR may be the Aramaic 
word for ‘‘son’’ that it does not 
even mention in the margin the 
familiar rendering ‘‘kiss the son”’ 
which is so familiar to readers of 
AV and ARV and which scholars 
of the first rank have defended as 
a perfectly legitimate rendering of 
the Hebrew text. 


Cuanees Nor InpDIcATED 
An especially dangerous feature 
of RSV is that changes in the text 
are not always indicated in the 
margin, despite the statements to 


the contrary made in the Preface. 
How numerous these are, it will 
require careful study of the entire, 
RSV to determine. A few examples 
may suffice to justify our statement. 


Ps. 49:20, ‘‘Man cannot abide in 
his: pomp,’’ instead of ‘‘Man that is 
in honour, and understandeth not’’ 
(AV). The difference between 
‘“‘abide’’ and ‘‘understand’’ repre- 
sents in Heb. the change of a B to 
an L. This is done to make vs. 20 
agree with vs. 12. But there is no 
reason why they should be exactly 
the same; and the Hebrew makes 
them different. 


Ps. 108:1f., ‘‘My heart is ready, 
O God, my heart is ready.’’ The 
first ‘‘my heart is ready’’ is not in 
the Hebrew, but is supplied to make 
this verse agree with Ps. 57:7. ‘‘I 
will sing, I will sing praises! Awake, 
my soul’’ is a change made to con- 
form with Ps. 57:8. Here the He- 
brew has ‘‘even my glory.’’ RSV 
properly regards ‘‘glory’’ as desig- 
nating the ‘‘soul,’’ as the most 
glorious part of man, and here 
‘‘even my glory’’ may be regarded 
as in apposition with the ‘‘I.’’ ‘‘I 
will sing and give praise, even my 
glory.’’ That is, My glorious soul, 
which is God’s gift, will sing His 
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praise. We might even render, I will 
sing praises soulfully. RSV by 
changing ‘‘even’’ to ‘‘awake’’ as- 
sumes that the two Psalm portions 
(57:8-11 and 108:1-5) should be 
identical and makes them so, despite 
the evidence of the Hebrew text that 
they are different. 


Ps. 137:5: ‘‘If I forget, you, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand 
wither.’’ ‘‘ Wither’’ is RSV’s substi- 
tute for ‘‘forget her cunning’’ 
(AV). It is secured by regrouping 
the consonants which represent the 
root of the Hebrew word. The 
Hebrew has SAH (the H represents 
a harsh guttural) ; RSV changes it 
to KHS, altering the relative posi- 
tion of all three consonant. 

There is no marginal note at any 
one of these three passages! How 
then is the reader to be sure about 
other novel renderings, unless he is 
in a position to test them? The 
statement is made in the Preface 
that ‘‘Sometimes the present trans- 
lation will be found to render a 
Hebrew word in a sense quite dif- 
ferent from that of the traditional 
interpretation.’’ In the cases men- 
tioned above, the difference in mean- 
ing is not due to any new discover- 
ies but simply to tinkering with the 
Hebrew text. 


BrAseD RENDERINGS AND DoGMATIC 
INSERTIONS 

Ps. 45:6. ‘‘Thy divine throne en- 
dures for ever and ever.’’ There is 
no question of the text. There is 
probably no verse in the OT the text 
of which is more unquestionable 
than this one. And the rendering 
of AV, ARV, ‘‘Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever,’’ has the sup- 
port of the NT (Heb. 1:8) and of 
the ancient vers. But the critics, 
despite the fact that they hold that 





an Israelite king might have been 
called ‘‘God,’’ as was the case with 
Oriental monarchs from an early 
time, object to its use here and have 
resorted to the most extreme means 
to eliminate it. They are of course 
unwilling to admit that it speaks 
prophetically of the Messiah. The 
throne is divine, not its occupant! 


Isa. 7:14. ‘‘a young woman.’’ The 
margin simply says ‘‘Or virgin.’’ 
That the Hebrew ‘almah which is 
used here can and may mean ‘“‘vir- 
gin’’ is made quite plain by Gen. 
24:43 where this word is used of 
Rebekah (cf. what is said of her in 
vs. 16). This rendering indicates 
quite clearly that RSV does not 
regard this passage in Isaiah as 
prophetic of the virgin birth of 
Jesus (Mt. 1:23). 


Isa. 52:15. ‘‘Startle many na- 
tions’’ instead of ‘‘sprinkle’’ has 
been for decades a typical Modern- 
ist rendering. ‘‘Sprinkle’’ suggests 
too plainly sacrifice and atonement. 
The Hebrew verb occurs 24 times in 
the OT and is always rendered in 
AV by ‘“‘sprinkle’’ or ‘‘be sprin- 
kled.’’ It is the rendering ‘‘startle’’ 
(favored by the Gk) which is 
doubtful. Yet the Note reads ‘‘The 
meaning of the Hebrew word is 
uncertain,’’ a statement which is 
both inaccurate and misleading. 


Dan. 7:25, ‘‘a time, two times, 
and half a time.’’ The ‘‘two’’ is 
doubtful, because the word in the 
Aramaic may be pointed either as 
dual or plural. RSV settles the 
question arbitrarily and against 
both AV and ARV. 


Dan. 9:24, ‘‘seventy weeks of 
years are decreed.’’ In view of the 
debate which has gone on for cen- 
turies as to the meaning of the word 
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““week’’ as used in this prophecy, 
it is surprising that RSV should 
insert the words ‘‘of years.’’ There 
is no textual warrant for it. 


Ps. 51:18, ‘‘Rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem.’’ The word in the 
Hebrew is the usual verb for 
“*build.’’ That ‘‘build’’ may have 
the sense of ‘‘rebuild’’ is of course 
correct (e.g., 1 Kgs. 16:34). But 
this rendering should be adopted 
only when the context clearly re- 
quires it. The title of the psalm 
assigns it to David. For his time 
and situation, ‘‘build’’ is quite ap- 
propriate. But the critics have long 
been concerned to prove that vss. 
18f. are a later addition to the 
psalm, which whatever the date of 
the rest of the psalm, must have 
been made when Jerusalem was in 
ruins, i.e., in exilic or post-exilic 
times. This need not be the case. So 
the ‘‘re-’’ begs the question. 


A number of other matters might 
be discussed. But enough has been 
said, we believe, to enable the reader 
to form a fairly clear idea of the 
RSV Old Testament. One conclu- 
sion which he is likely to draw, and 
which we believe he is fully entitled 
to draw is that, where RSV differs 
materially from AV and ARV, it 
will be the part of prudence, if he 
is not in a position to go directly 
to the Hebrew Verity, to consult 
the familiar and time-tested AV or 
the ARV, which is now denounced 
by the promoters of RSV for its too 
close adherence to the letter of the 
Hebrew. Otherwise he may discover 
to his sorrow that he is dealing with 
a guess, which may be listed in the 
margin as ‘‘en’’ or may not be 
listed at all. 


With regard to the expectation 
that RSV will replace AV in the 
confidence and affection of Ameri- 
can Protestantism, it may be said 
that the RSV Old Testament indi- 
eates quite clearly why a version 
prepared by higher critics and on 
higher critical principles cannot be 
acceptable to Evangelical, Bible- 
believing Christians. As the true 
character of this widely heralded 
version becomes increasing known 
and understood, it will also be in- 
creasingly obvious, why its pro- 
moters were so concerned that no 
reviews of it should appear until 
after the nation-wide celebration 
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was well under way. The adverse 
criticism which they must certainly 
have anticipated might have marred 
the harmony and dampened the 
enthusiasm of the celebrations. 
END 
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THE ENGLISH BIBLE 
(Continued from page 25) 


cast. His translations, of which the 
Prayer Book! version of the Psalter 
1The Prayer Book excels in the music 
of its phrasing. One of Cranmer’s collects, 
that for the first Sunday in Advent, will 
serve as a specimen (c. a.p. 1546): “Al- 
mighty God, give us grace that we may 
cast away the works of darkness, and put 
upon us the armour of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when He 
shall come again in His glorious majesty 
to judge both the quick and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal, through Him 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, now and ever.” 
Coverdale has been regarded by some as 
the originator of the tendency to translate 
the same word in different ways at differ- 
ent times; but this tendency existed as far 
back as the Old English period. 
is the most generally known—possess 
a more flexible and musical rhythm 
than Tindale’s. Tindale wrote (Luke 
2:12): “And take this for a sign; ye 
shall find the child swaddled, and laid 
in a manger.” When this has passed 
under Coverdale’s revising hand, it 
stands: “And take this for a sign; ye 
shall find the child wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes and laid in a manger.” 
Westcott has truly said of Coverdale 
that he 


allowed himself considerable freedom in 
dealing with the shape of the original 
sentences. .. . There is in every part an 
endeavour to transfuse the spirit as well 
as the letter into the English rendering. 


A peculiarity of the Genevan ver- 
sion is that it attains a special ac- 
curacy. One example will suffice. 
Tindale translates Luke 11: 17: “One 
house shall fall upon another.” The 
Genevan Bible has: “‘A house divided 
against itself, falleth.” 

The Rheims and Douay versions 
inclined to Latinize, whereas earlier 
versions had sought to employ 
simpler words, generally of native 
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origin. Thus, Tindale had written 
(Rom. 10:10): “To knowledge i.e. 
acknowledge] with the mouth maketh , 
a man safe.” The Rheims version has: 
“With the mouth confession is made. 
to salvation”; the second Wyclifite 
version had rendered the same Latin 
by: “By mouth knowledging is made 
to health.” The translators of the 
Authorized Version endeavored, out 
of the English renderings with which 
they were acquainted, compared with 
the originals and the principal ver- 
sions into other tongues, ancient and 
modern, to frame one which should 
surpass them all, by appropriating the 
chief excellences of each—so far, at 
least, as these excellences could be 
harmonized with one another. In so 
far as it did thus reconcile pre-exist- 
‘ng differences, it became a powerful 
agent in establishing unity through- 
out the English nation, for, to borrow 
the words of Gardiner: “In its pro- 
duction all sectarian influences were 
banished, and all hostilities were 
mute.” Whereas previously, one Bible 
had been read in church, and another 
at home, now, all parties and classes 
turned with one accord to the new 
version, and adopted it as their very 
own. It thus became bound up with 
the life of the nation. Since it stilled 
all controversy over the best render- 
ing, it gradually came to be accepted 
as so far absolute that, in the minds 
of myriads, there was no distinction 
between this version and the original 
texts, and they may almost be said 
to have believed in the literal inspira- 
tion of the very words which com- 
posed it. 

It must not be overlooked that the 
Authorized Version profited by all 
the controversy regarding previous 
translations. Practically every word 
that could be challenged had been 
challenged. The fate of a doctrine, 
even the fate of a party, had, at times. 
seemed to depend upon a phrase. The 
whole ground had been fought over 
so long that great intimacy with the 
Bible had resulted. Not only did the 
mind take cognizance of it, but the 
emotions seized upon it; much of it 
was literally learned by heart by great 
numbers of the English people. Thus, 
it grew to be a national possession ; 
and literature which is a national 
possession, and by its very nature 
appeals to the poor and lowly, is, in 
truth, a national classic. No other 
book has so penetrated and perme- 
ated the hearts and speech of the 
English race as has the Bible. What 
Homer was to the Greeks, and the 
Koran to the Arabs, that, or some- 
thing not unlike it, the Bible has 
become to the English. Huxley 
writes : 

Consider the great historical fact that, 
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for three centuries, this book has been 
woven into the life of all that is best and 
noblest in English history; that it has be- 
come the national epic of Britain, and is 
as familiar to noble and simple, from 
John-o’-Groat’s House to Land’s End, as 
Dante and Tasso once were to the Italians ; 
that it is written in the noblest and purest 
English, and abounds in exquisite beauties 
of pure literary form; and finally, that it 
forbids the veriest hind who never left his 
village to be ignorant of the existence of 
other countries and other civilisations, 
and of a great past stretching back to the 
furthest limits of the oldest civilisations 
of the world. 
BIBLICAL AND CLASSICAL PROSE 


The classical, yet popular, charac- 
ter of the Bible has been already 
insisted on. Two or three compari- 
sons will further illustrate _ this. 
Chateaubriand, rendering the pa- 
thetic address of Ruth to Naomi in 
the Homeric manner, shows how 
prolix and comparatively languid 
Homer can be. It might be objected 
that Chateaubriand has _travestied 
Homer, but it cannot be said that 
Thucydides, the consummate Greek 
historian, travesties himself. Com- 
pare the close of a Thucydidean 
speech, being about one-sixth of the 
harangue of Brasidas to his soldiers 
before their engagement with the 
Illyrians (Thuc. Iv, 126), with the 
whole of Gideon’s address to his men 
before their encounter with the 
Midianites (Jud. 7:17, 18): 


If you repel their tumultuous onset, and, 
when opportunity offers, withdraw again 
in good order, keeping your ranks, you 
will sooner arrive at a place of safety, and 
will also learn the lesson that mobs like 
these, if an adversary withstand their first 
attack, do but threaten at a distance and 
make a flourish of valour, although if he 
yields to them they are quick enough to 
show their courage in following at his 
heels when there is no danger. 

Look on me, and do likewise; and be- 
hold, when I come to the outside of the 
camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye 
do. When I blow with a trumpet, I and all 
that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets 
also on every side of all the camp, and 
say, The sword of the Lord, and of 
Gideon. 


The speech of Jahaziel (2 Chron. 
20:15-17) seems real. It is thus that 
an energetic man would speak. It 
runs (with modernized punctuation) : 


Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehosh- 
aphat. Thus saith the Lord unto you: Be 
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this 
great multitude, for the battle is not yours, 
but God’s. To-morrow go ye down against 
them. Behold, they come up by the cliff 
of Ziz, and ye shall find them at the end 
of the brook, before the wilderness of 
Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in this 
battle. Set yourselves, stand ye still, and 
see the salvation of the Lord with you, 
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O Judah and Jerusalem. Fear not, nor be 
dismayed. To-morrow go out against them, 
for the Lord will be with you. 


Coleridge was so impressed with 
the vigor of Biblical style as to affirm: 


After reading Isaiah, or St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Hebrews, Homer and Virgil 
are disgustingly tame to me, and Milton 
himself barely tolerable. 


Shakespeare, by common consent, 
is the first name in English literature. 
Of Shakespeare’s prose, Churton 
Collins makes five classes, the last 
being what he calls highly wrought 
poetical prose. “This,” he says, “i 
the style where Shakespeare has 
raised prose to the sublimest pitch 
of verse.” As the first illustration of 
it he chooses Hamlet, act 11, sc. 2, 
310-321: 


This goodly frame, the earth, seems to 
me a sterile promontory, this most excel- 
lent canopy, the air, look you, this brave 
o’erhanging firmament, this majestical 
roof fretted with golden fire, why, it 
appears no other thing to me than a foul 
and pestilent congregation of vapours. 
What a piece of work is a man! how noble 
in reason! how infinite in faculty! in 
form and moving how express and ad- 
mirable! in action how like an angel! in 
apprehension how like a god! the beauty 
of the world! the paragon of animals! 
And yet, to me, what is this quintessence 
of dust? Man delights not me. 


This, indeed, is fine rhetoric, but 
how apostrophic it is, and how repe- 
titious! “Canopy” — “firmament” — 
“roof”—thus it is amplified. Again, 
even if we can distinguish between 
“noble in reason,” “infinite in fac- 
ulty,” and “in apprehension . . . like 
a god,” how shall we make clear to 
ourselves the difference between 
“moving” and “action”? And what 
an anticlimax—‘“the paragon of ani- 
mals” ! 

This is Shakespeare, though, to be 
sure, Shakespeare putting words into 
the mouth of a dramatic character. 
And now, merely as a composition, 
compare Psalm 8:3-8: 


When I consider thy heavens, the work 
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars 
which thou hast ordained, what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? and the 
son of man, that thou visitest him? For 
thou hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honour. Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his feet: 
all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of 
the field; the fowl of the air, and the fish 
of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through 
the paths of the seas. 


(To BE CONCLUDED) 


(Reprinted by permission from the 
Cambridge History of English Literature.) 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 23) 


these women could have looked upon their 
departure to the land of Israel from a 
higher motive than that of mere posses- 
sions. But the Lord is patient with us, and 
knows the material with which He has to 
work. There can be no doubt of the fact 
that the Reformation succeeded in Ger- 
many because the barons found it profit- 
able to join Luther against Rome, and in 
England because Henry wished to live his 
life as he pleased. We must never draw 
back from doing the Lord’s will because 
we see that all our motives are not pure. 
We must obey, and pray that our hearts 
may be purified so that we will do the 
Lord’s will in the Lord’s way. In the 
meantime we may be thankful that the 
Lord does not bless us according to our 
deserts but according to His grace. 
LORD, MAKE OUR HEARTS RIGHT TO DO THY 
WILL. 
November 18 

RACHEL HAD STOLEN THE IMAGES (31:19) 

These teraphim were household gods, 
something like those that are in use in 
non-Christian homes in oriental lands to- 
day, throughout Japan, Korea, and China. 
Their existence in the house of Laban 
proves that he was no true believer, and 
that his protestations of faith were mean- 
ingless (30:27). The idolatry of the East 
still clung to Laban’s family, and the 
Babylonian gods adorned his home and re- 
ceived his worship. We can understand 
why there was no true fellowship between 
Laban and the man who had been to 
Bethel and seen the true God. What fel- 
lowship can there be between light and 
darkness, between the temple of God and 
idols (2 Cor. 6:16)? And it should be 
noticed that the contamination of the 
father’s idolatry had fallen upon the 
daughter and carried over into her new 
life, joined to Jacob. These gods will be 
taken all the way to the new land. 
LORD, TAKE AWAY OUR IDOLS. 

November 19 

JACOB STOLE THE HEART OF LABAN (31:20) 

This is the true translation of that which 
we read as unawares. Rachel stole her 
father’s gods but Jacob stole her father’s 
heart. It was, undoubtedly, the character 
of Laban which laid him open to such a 
theft. He had schemed and planned for 
years to build Jacob into his way of liv- 
ing, and had considered all that Jacob 
possessed as his own. There was the out- 
ward difference of management in the 
flocks and herds, but Laban, in a world 
of patriarchs where age was of such vast 
importance, held Jacob through his daugh- 
ters. Now that they have been won over 
to Jacob to the extent that they are will- 
ing to break completely with their father 
(as the stealing of the gods proves), the 
heart of Laban is gone. True, he has more 
flocks and herds than he did before, for 
he confessed that he had been greatly 
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prospered because of Jacob (30:27), but 

his family is lost in a day, and with it his 

heart. 

LORD, MAY WE FIND OUR LOVE IN THEE. 
November 20 

HE SET HIS FACE TOWARD THE MOUNT 

GILEAD (31:21) 

There is a great pageant in these words. 
Jacob “passed over the river” in order to 
set his face toward Gilead. The name 
Hebrews means “those who passed over 
the river.” In his farewell address Joshua 
reminds the people that their fathers 
served other gods on the other side of the 
Euphrates (Josh. 24:2, 3, 14, 15; flood 
means the Euphrates). Jacob by his 
separating action was becoming a true 
Hebrew, and it would not be long before 
he would have a new name for himself 
and a new land. Gilead means “perpetual 
fountain,” and in a land of little rain the 
flowing spring is the greatest mark of the 
blessing of God. Gilead, when the tribes 
arrived there from Egypt centuries later, 
became the portion of Reuben and Gad, for 
“behold, the place was a place for cattle” 
(Num. 32:1). Whenever we “cross the 
river,” burning our bridges behind us, we 
will find ourselves in the place of blessing. 
LORD, TEACH US TRUE SEPARATION. 

HE SET HIS FACE (31:21) November 21 

There is a lesson in this portion of 
Scripture on how the will of the Lord can 
be known for daily decisions. Jacob, first 
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of all, had the human. desire to return to 
his family. That was natural, and had 
been with him for some time (30:25). 
Some time after this there was a combina- 
tion of circumstances which made it im- 
possible for him to remain with Laban 
(31:1, 2). Finally, the Lord gave him a 
formal command to leave (31:3), and 
what was a desire now became absolute 
duty. These three factors will always be 
present when the heart is yielded to know 
and follow the will of the Lord for our 
life. If there is desire and if the circum- 
stances are right, but no knowledge of the 
Lord’s command, the way is the right one, 
but the time is not the right time. Meek- 
ness is yieldedness, and “the meek will He 
guide in judgment: and the meek will He 
teach His way” (Psa. 25:9). 
LORD, LEAD US. 

November 22 


LABAN OVERTOOK JACOB (31:25) 

The fact that God appeared to Laban 
and ordered him to deal gently with Jacob 
is proof that Laban had set off after him 
with the intent to overpower him, and force 
him to return to the life that had been so 
profitable for the father-in-law. Laban 
reckoned without the Lord who holds aft 
events in His hand, and who had deter- 
mined the path of Jacob. The warning to 
Laban and the protecting hand upon Jacob 
are clear illustrations of the sovereignty 
of God. There was not too much to choose 
between these two men so far as moral 
uprightness was concerned, but God had 
made a covenant with the grandfather of 
Jacob, and that covenant would be ful- 
filled. If we think that God was with 
Jacob because He found goodness in him, 
we fail to comprehend the whole of the 
great revelation of grace. 

LORD, LOOK ON US THROUGH THY COVE- 
NANT. 

November 23 
WHAT HAST THOU DONE? (31:26) 

Laban’s words do not ring true in the 
light of his treatment of Jacob over the 
past twenty years, and in the light of his 
evident motives of pursuit which had to 
be arrested by the command of the Lord 
Himself. He cries that Jacob has stolen 
away his heart, but he had not given much 
attention to family love in the previous 
years. Laban’s speech is too much like 
a potted hydrangea to mother on Mother’s 
Day, after letting her do the dishes and 
the babysitting for her grandchildren 
throughout the year. Our big words are 
true only when they are backed up with 
little gestures. It is the daily word of love, 
the daily act of unselfishness, the daily 
deed of kindness which speak much louder 
than the protestation of affection that has 
been eclipsed for decades by self-will. 
LORD, MAKE US THOUGHTFUL FOR OUR LOVED 
ONES. 

November 24 
THE GOD OF YOUR FATHER .. . MY GODS 

. « (31:29,30) 

The truth is now spoken, and in the heat 
of his passion Laban confesses his own 
desperate ungodliness. He has acknowledged 
that there was blessing to him from the 
Lord because of Jacob (30:27), but he has 
never bowed before Jacob’s God. He has 
kept the Babylonian idols in his house, and 
has treated them as fetishes to bring him 
the luck which the pagan desires. Now, 
in the moment of crisis, there is the clear 
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turning away from the true God and the 
clear acknowledgment that his hope is in 
the sticks which have been taken by 
Rachel. The commandments would not be 
written for centuries, but Laban had other 
gods before the true God, and was bowing 
down to images made by human hands. His 
life, like that of all the unsaved, was in 
captivity to the will of the great enemy 
(2 Tim, 2:26). 
LORD, MAY THY LIGHT BANISH ALL DARK- 
NESS. 

November 25 
HE SEARCHED, BUT FOUND NOT (31:35) 

Laban had been outwitted by his own 
daughter. She had been a good pupil in 
his school of cunning, and now was able 
to teach the master. “Amid much that is 
sad and even sordid in this story; amid 
‘envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitable- 
ness’; amid craft, deceit and lying on 
almost every side, we cannot fail to see 
the hand of God overruling, and making 
even the wrath of man to praise Him.” 
If we are ever tempted to be perplexed by 
the blessing of God in the midst of the 
most sinful environment, we must remem- 
ber that there would be no blessing what- 
soever if God waited for human merit in 
order to display His power and apportion 
His blessings. It is in a moment like this 
that we see the grace of God manifest in 
its utmost splendor. In spite of trickery, 
thievery, and lying deception God has 
protected His own, and will protect them 
to the end. 

LORD, GRACE IS INDEED AMAZING. 
November 26 
THUS I WAS (31:40) 

The most amazing part of this great 
defense of his life by Jacob is that it left 
Laban utterly speechless. There was not 
the slightest attempt to answer any part 
of it. The wind had been taken from his 
sails. All that Jacob said was passed with- 
out any challenge or defense by Laban. 
This is the proof of the essential truth 
of all that Jacob said in his own defense, 
for certainly Laban was not a man to let 
untruth pass when its detection would have 
saved his face before all the men of 
Jacob’s household and before those who 
had come with Laban in pursuit. There 
were many things that God saw in Jacob 
about which He will deal with Him, for 
the Lord always searches the hearts of 
His own, but before the world He comes 
to the defence of His own. “I will deliver 
thee out of the hand of the wicked, and 
I will redeem thee out of the hand of the 
terrible” (Jer. 15:21). 

LORD, BE THOU OUR DEFENCE. 

November 27 
GOD HAS BEEN WITH ME . - GOD HAS 
SEEN ... (31:42) 

Surrounded by a superior armed force, 
led by a tricky man who had lived entirely 
for himself, Jacob is forced to the realiza- 
tion that he is being cared for in the 
hollow of the hand of the God of Bethel. 
He solemnly announces his dependence on 
the One who had been the God of his 
grandfather, and the God whom his 
father had worshiped. We must not think 
of this beautiful name for God—“the fear 
of Isaac’—as meaning “the fright of 
Isaac,” but rather, the God whom Isaac 
had worshiped in reverent and godly awe. 
There would be burdens that would come 
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upon the heart of Jacob in a few days as 
he faced the problems which he had left 
behind him twenty years before, but he 
was forced to look back and say that the 
Lord had been with him, seeing his afflic- 
tions, and moving to deliver him. 
LORD, MAKE US VERY CONSCIOUS OF THY 
PRESENCE. 

November 28 
LET US MAKE A COVENANT (31:44) 

The Hebrew says, “Let us cut a cove- 
nant.” It was a blood covenant which Laban 
was proposing, and this was a clear recog- 
nition by him of the righteousness of 
Jacob’s claims and of his willingness to 
surrender to the facts and end the feud 
which had grown between the two men. 
The heap of stones was set up for a 
memorial to the covenant, and the blood 
of the animals was shed as they were cut 
apart and divided into the two heaps, as 
when the Lord had made a covenant with 
Abraham (15:10). To break such a cove- 
nant of blood-brotherhood was one of the 
most terrible crimes in ancient life. Thus 
God announced that He would give into 
the hands of their enemies “the men who 
have transgressed My covenant, which 
have not performed the words of the cove- 
nant which they had made before Me, 
when they cut the calf in twain, and passed 
between the parts thereof” (Jer. 34:18). 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT CHRIST KEPT 
OUR PART OF THE COVENANT. 


MIZPAH (31:49) November 29 
It is curious to note what the light 
reading of the Word of God has done to 
this word which has become familiar to 
millions in a totally false sense. That this 
word should have been engraved on rings 
and made the motto of a youth organiza- 
tion and used for a benediction in meetings 
is preposterous. These have interpreted it 
to be a symbol for blessing, communion, 
and fellowship, while its real meaning is 
one of armistice, of separation, of menace, 
and of warning. In effect the pillar of 
Mizpah was the drawing of a line, and 
the statement by two men, “If you come 
over on my side of this line, the pact is 
off and I will destroy you.” It is the an- 
nouncement that the covenant breaker will 
need God to take care of him because the 
other will shoot to kill. 
LORD, MAY WE READ THY WORD ARIGHT. 
November 30 
SACRIFICE .. . EAT BREAD. . . (31:54) 

To eat bread together is the sign of 
fellowship, and there can be no true and 
lasting fellowship apart from that which is 
based on the blood sacrifice of Christ. The 
wicked may prepare their covenant and 
join in it till death, but the day will come 
in judgment when they shall be against 
each other and forced to acknowledge 
truth. For the Lord’s people the basis of 
all relationships is that which begins at 
the cross. Even our relationship to the 
unsaved must follow that to our Lord. We 
are the men of the sacrifice, and it is when 
we understand the nature of our relation- 
ship with the Lord of the sacrifice that 
we can then turn to eat bread with the 
unregenerate, desiring their good. This is 
why the Lord tells us that we may fellow- 
ship with the unsaved if we wish to do so 
(1 Cor. 10:27)- 

LORD, KEEP OUR LIVES RADIATING FROM THE 
Cross. 
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THE LIVING WORD 
(Continued from page 21) 
Oxford University. This is a monu- 
mental work in that great research 
was done in the original languages. 
At times there can be seen influ- 
ences of the ancient Vulgate but 
notwithstanding, there is great 
value to be had from a study of 
Knox’s text. Another edition of the 
Bible has been published by St. 
Anthony’s Guild, known as_ the 
Confraternity edition. This is an 
excellent edition to use in personal 
work with Roman Catholics. We 
have not only an excellent text but 
there are.a number of footnotes 
which may be of real value. It 
almost puts one in mind of a 
Catholic Scofield. To be sure some 
of the notes have a Catholie ring 
but many of them have shades of 
outright evangelicalism. Especially 
in the epistle to the Romans can one 
notice this most Biblical ‘tendency. 

There are a number of versions, 
translated by individual scholars, 
which are good. However, one must 
realize that they are subject to per- 
sonal bias. Phillips’ translation is 
excellent. However, he does not be- 
lieve in verbal inspiration and 
where passages occur in the Scrip- 
tures dealing with the subject, I 
believe him to be reckless with the 
Greek text. Keeping this in mind, 
there are some great passages in 
the Phillips’ work which should not 
be passed by. When we understand, 
too, that Phillips has given us a 
paraphrase and not a literal trans- 
lation, we may more readily under- 
stand his substituting interpretation 
for translation. 

Williams’ translation of the New 
Testament is also a great work. The 
Moody Press has recently printed 
another edition including verse 
marks which were missing in earlier 
editions. Williams is careful to 
preserve the spirit of the Greck text 
in his choice of tenses and his 
selection of words which bring out 
the rich shades of meaning con- 
tained in the Greek text. The work 
has been well done and gives in 
modern English the best of the 
Greek text. 

Arthus Way’s Letters of St. Paul 
and Hebrews is also a masterpiece. 
It is my delight to read these letters 
aloud as Way has translated them. 
Known for his translation of the 
classics he has brought to bear upon 
his version of Paul’s epistles all the 
scholarship which has characterized 
his other translations. Way enables 
you to feel the very heartbeat of the 
apostle through his living letters. 

While speaking of the use of 
versions and Bible texts we would 
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suggest three more which, though 
using the text of the Authorized 
Version, aid the Bible student im- 
measurably in the study of God’s 
Word. They are the Pilgrim edition 
published by Oxford, the Thompson 
Chain Reference, published by Kirk- 
bride, and the Seofield Bible. The 
Pilgrim Bible, edited by E. Schuyler 
English, has a series of footnotes 
which introduce the student to Bible 
truth. The notes are not complex. 
This is an excellent edition with 


people in the study of the Word. 
Older people will appreciate espe- 
cially the new type of maps which 
this edition contains. The Thompson 
Chain Reference has been a blessing 
to many in that one is able to trace 
by means of a chain reference all 
the subjects in the Word of God. 
The chain reference actually is a 
vest pocket encyclopedia not in your 
vest to be mislaid, but in the text 
of the Bible itself. Any subject you 
choose can be traced through the 
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ence so that you have a treatment 
of the subject as the Bible unfolds 
it. As far as mastering the facts of 
the Word of God goes, you will go 
far. before you can surpass the 
Thompson Chain Reference edition. 
This is an excellent tool to be used 
in Bible study. 

Perhaps the most famous edition 
of all is the Scofield Reference 
Bible. This edition, published by 
Oxford also, has introduced count- 
less thousands to the great doctrines 
of the Scriptures. It is loved by its 
friends, and passionately hated, but 
not ignored by its enemies. As a 
young Christian I cut my theologi- 
eal eye teeth on the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible. In the main, from that 
day to this, I haven’t changed in 
my approach to my interpretation 
of Biblical truth. To be sure this 
edition has a given point of view, 
it is premillennial and dispensa- 
tional. Those who are opposed to 
this position will not relish the 
Seofield Reference Bible. However, 
though many have disagreed with 
its point of view, they have admitted 
that it is an excellent piece of work. 
It uses the Authorized Version for 
its text. Its chief merit is that the 
text is so paragraphed that one can 
master the steps in a given book 
and also discover a means of real 
Bible study from the point of view 
of a given book. Then too, it is 
helpful in the presentation of the 
great doctrines of the faith. No one 
ean afford to be without a Scofield 
text. 

We ought to avail ourselves of 
the privilege of studying the Word 
of God. It is the highest of all privi- 
leges. ‘‘The entrance of Thy Word 
giveth light.’’ Other textbooks give 
us knowledge about many things. 
The study of the Word of God 
brings faith to the heart and then 
enables us to know the riches of 
grace which we have in Christ Jesus. 
our Lord. Let us become great 
students of the Word of God. Let 
the Living Word be a part of our 
living language as we speak to 
people about the saving grace of 
God in Christ Jesus, the Lord. 
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a Translation of the New Testa- 
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WHEATON COLLEGE DEPT. E112 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklets 
entitled “Pleasant Tomorrows” and “Retire? ... 
on What?” 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR WANTED 


A Presbyterian Church in the 
Middle West wants a music director 
and youth leader. Anyone qualified 
and interested in the position should 
communicate with the office of 
ETERNITY, and we will forward the 
letter to the pastor making inquiry. 
OPENINGS FOR DOCTORS 

Christian doctors have an open- 
ing for a qualified, certified, obste- 
trician-gynecologist and an opening 


surgeon. The group is well estab- 
lished in southern California—the 
opportunity for the right men is 
unlimited. For information address 
Erernity, and we will forward the 
correspondence. 

GOING TO ENGLAND 


Church of England clergyman 
living in beautiful Queen Anne 
rectory would receive American 


Christians as paying guests. Morn- 


ing train service—l hour to Lon- 
don. Information from ETERNITY 
office. 


HOME OFFERED 

An elderly couple in Thomaston, 
Conn., wish to sell or rent their 
home to Christian people or even 
share it with them. 










for a qualified, certified general 
JAPAN 
SAPPORO 
SUNDAY 9:10 A.M. 
SENDAI 
gn SUNDAY 9:10 A.M. 
TOKYO 
“SUNDAY 6:40 A.M. 
OSAKA 
7 wt 8:05 A.M. 
e HIROSHIMA 
4) SUNDAY 8:10 A.M. 
———- FUKUOKA 
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M. 


CENTRAL P. O. BOX 67, TOKYO, 


THE GOSPEL 


IS NOW ON THE RADIO IN JAPAN 


THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE A 
PART IN THIS MINISTRY WITH YOUR 
PRAYERS AND GIFTS WHILE IT IS DAY. 
YOUR ENTIRE GIFT BUYS RADIO TIME. 


THE WAY—Radio Broadcast 
The Lord Jesus Christ for Japan 


HARRY J. SWAN 
JAPAN 











writes: 


us. 
people who have su 


REV. JACOB PELTZ 
need is so great here. May our faithful Lord open willing hearts and hands. How earnestly 
does our Saviour speak through catastrophies and misfortunes as we minister among these 
poor sufferers.” 


Dear Christian friends, please pray for us as 


4919 i Atbosy A 
Chicago 25, til. 





A MISSIONARY'S UNBOUNDED 
JOY AND GRATITUDE 


Frequently it is asked whether Europeans are grateful for American 
aid. We wish that doubters could see the touching letters of grati- 
tude we receive from Hebrew Christian missionaries and others 
whom we help to alleviate poverty, hunger and distress. For one of 
our recent shipments of food and clothing in Europe, one missionary 


“I cannot express my very great joy over your rich cartons of food 
and clothing for our needy families of Israel. All you sent is being 
distributed to students in desperate need, to those who have returned 
from prison under the Communists, to some who have been in Con- 
centration Camps, and to orphans recently converted and baptized. 
All of these needy people thank the donors most heartily. May the 
faithful God richly bless and reward those who are so merciful to 
Among the many families under my care there are old and sick 


ffered unimaginable horrors in recent years. The - 


we carry on our ministry of relief and Christian 


witness in Europe and in Palestine. Please send your gift before it is too late. Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven by sharing in our Christlike ministry. 


$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy 
family in Europe or in Israel. 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 


An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
on request. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. N 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Teronto, Ontario 








JER. 33:5 


Here we print the prayer re- 
quests of our readers. If you have 
a real burden and will promise to 
pray with us for all of the requests 
set forth here, write to us. We will 
assign a number to your request 
and print it. 

Many readers have written ask- 
ing prayer for the salvation of 
unsaved relatives and friends, and 
for the restoration to fellowship of 
those who know the Lord. Let us 
pray for all those who have writ- 
ten concerning these problems. 


105 

An Arizona reader asks us to 
join him in prayer, writing: I have 
been told that I have a disease of 
the eyes that cannot be cured and 
which may lead to blindness. I be- 
lieve that the main burden of 
prayer rests with me, but I also 
believe that the united prayers of 
God’s own children avail much. 


106 
A Canadian reader is burdened 
for the salvation of an unsaved 
friend eighty-six years old. She is 
a most intellectual woman in pos- 
session of all her mental faculties, 
but trusting in her own character. 


Christmas Program Helps 


For the Sunday school, young people’s depart- 
ment and children’s work. See your religious 
bookstore or write for Free Catalog today. 


Ven Fess 206 EAST WILLOW 


[ade 


and sfower Carillona 


MAAS CHIMES, Dept. 218, Los Angeles 39. Cai 











BIG DISCOUNTS! 


to all Christian workers on all church supplies, 

Bibles, records, tracts, music, signs, printing, song 

books, flannelgraphs, and all Christ-honoring supplies. 
Send Now for Big Free Catalog! 


GOSPEL SUPPLY CENTER 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Profits go to foreign missions) 
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A favorite among Sunday School teachers for thirty-two years 


SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS 


Sunday School Lessons 


by Earl L. Douglass 


The Snowden-Douglass Sunday School Lessons exalt the Bible 
and show how its teachings can be applied to life today 


Based on the International Sunday School Lessons the thirty-second annual volume 
of this outstanding work remains the most helpful of all commentaries because it is 
Bible-centered, evangelical in emphasis, and easy to teach. It includes a plan for 
every lesson, specific suggestions on how to teach the lessons, and inspiring illustra- 
tive material. Simple, forceful language makes each idea vivid, easy to remember. 


At your bookstore or 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY -« _ 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 
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1953 


$2.95 
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Hlorida's Winter 
Bible Conference Grounds 


Boca Raton, Florida 
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Some of the speakers featured on our coming winter program are 
Lawrence T. Chambers, Dr. William Culbertson, Dr. E. Schuyler English, 
Dr. Franklin Logsten, Dr. V. R. Edmon, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, Dr. Oswald 
Smith together with the very best in musical talent. 





Leon Sullivan and R. G. LeTorneau tell Conference 

President Ira Lee Eshleman, that the Boca Raton 

Bible Conference may soon become the Winona Lake 
of the Southland. 


Billy Graham Says: 


“Certainly God has given to this Boca Raton 
Bible Conference the loveliest buildings and grounds 
and surroundings that I have seen anywhere, and 
you can rest assured that I am going to be backing 
it in my prayers, and will advertise it, and next 
winter I am going to do my best to get all the people 
I can to this place.” 

Thousands of God’s people come to Florida each 
winter for rest and relaxation, but this is the first 
time that facilities have been made available for 
Christians of moderate means to find complete free- 
dom from routine and cold weather in a Christian 
environment. The picturesque ocean beach at Boca 
Raton is unexcelled for beauty, sanity and safety, 
and the Gulf Stream that flows nearest the shore at 
Boca Raton assures the winter bather an average 
water temperature of 72 degrees. This provides an 
ideal spot for a “memory book vacation.” 


Located in the Heart of Florida’s Gold Coast Between Miami and Palm Beach 





THE BIBLE that will Surprise You! 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning otf Verses 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 


55 FEATURES... 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE=— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 


Supreme Court of Florida: “The inscription over the and every student of the Bible had a copy of <j 


entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 

‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 

Find Knowledge.’ Dr. J. 
The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
. the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
b ible ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 

Harry mmer: “I feel that no student should useful 

be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the “I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Robert G. 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain ane Bible for several years in my study 
of the Bible. 


“By 
Most 
Helptul 

Dr. 


Published 


1. -sepaniomnppeaginngpins and Growth of the English 


Chapter 
is ofthe Verses of the entire — 
pppenlene ference 
ne a — meee Bil emten. 
Old and New Testaments. 


vas ere Mesto, Wemen' ——— 
Spotl Bible Res Mean cendloned yeh. 


ee and different subjects. 


annette 


ie 


ic Stars. 
cause of the Babylonian my 4 


15. em 
‘emple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 


= is & 
mon on 

17. Chert of Jans’ Hours on the Cross. 

18. The Christian Workers’ a OE 


winners. 
19. All Prominent Bible 
Patriarchs, ym S 


20. Golden Chapters af the Bie 
21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 


Other Features in Text 
31. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated 
printed out in full under 2467 
7-4 == as in any other Bi 


of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. 


unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 


uffman: “I have never seen so much 


Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘“‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.”’ Dr. 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
information. Surely, this is the Bible that 


Leander 8S. Keyser: “The 


Framer Smith: 


helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 


believe it is the very best on the one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


que to ctaly Go Customs and Destructive Forces of 
ie, with the Bible verses printed out in full =e such sub- 
sy ae Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, ete. 
Life Studies, such as oe Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tena Life, The S Life, 
34. Bible Stories for Children. Tit of 56 stories to be 
read from the jy 
t. 35. Miracles of a both the Old and New Testaments listed 
36. of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those or in Ly Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in 
itles and Nemes ot Ohulsts ot ak of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the ¢ Father; -_ of Satan. 
38. General Bible 


40. ge hem ord Ieieh given tn; Chronolog- 
ical Order. - 
41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 
Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 


43. Dictionary Material. 
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


“ee New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 

olds and New Testaments. 
46. Chart the History of tho Apostles 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 


h ection Appearances of Jeou, illus- 
50. Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 


51. Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 
Work of ie Harb Chueh a _— 

Ly) es jesus their Fulfillment, 

arranged ologically, with principal verses printed out 


in full. 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusal 
to Various Historical Points. 
aide Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 

a 5 my Se ng Tilustrated Maps Shouts Go Sow. 

neys of Jesus, Peter. , Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 

of lac rom Earp to to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
you—not several crowded together on one page. 





B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE Co. 


DEPT. 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


E-3711 K. OF P. BUILDING 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 
AgentsWanted 








B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO. 
Dept. E-3711, K. of P. Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full Seatierdiaen 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name. 
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